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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LaBouR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared for the Board of 
Trade Journal by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of 
Trade :— 


During the past month the labour market has been in a very 
disturbed condition, and there has been a considerable increase in 
the number of strikes recorded as compared with the three or four 
months precediag. In all 116 strikes were noted as commencing 
in February as against 73 in the month of January. Of these, 
29 were in coal mining, and of this number 14 were due to strikes 
of short duration in the county of Durham entered upon by the 
miners as a mark of sympathy with the Silksworth miners, who 
were being evicted from their houses. 29 also took place in the 
cotton trade, and there were 16 dock strikes. There were 5 in 
the building trades, 4 in the iron and steel trades, 2 each among 
engineers and quarrymen, and the remainder among miscellaneous 
industries. 

Despite these causes of disturbance, the returns made by the 
leading trade societies representing skilled industries show a much 
improved condition of their labour market as compared with the 
two months preceding. This improvement is clearly due to two 
causes. The indirect effect of the Scottish railway strike, which 
was so marked in many industries owing to the stoppage of the 
supplies of raw material, has now ceased to operate, and those who 
were suspended from their employment have again been able to 
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find full work. Next, the opening out of finer weather during 
February enabled the building and other out-door trades, subject 
to seasonal influences, to resume full work. 

The chief improvement, therefore, is to be found in the building 
trades and in shipbuilding and its allied industries. 

The number of trade unions sending in returns as to the state 
of their respective labour markets is 21. These show a total 
membership of 239,909, ef which 6,231 were unemployed, being 
a proportion of 2°6 per cent., as against 8,063, a proportion of 
3°37 per cent. for the previous month. The proportion of those 
out of work in these societies in the corresponding month of last 
year was 14. Thus, although the figures for the month are not 
so favouruble as those of a year ago, they are yet highly satis- 
factory, and indicate that most of the industries of the kingdom 
are still steadily employed. 

The general observations made by the trade reports show 
that 5 trades are described as “very good,” 8 as “good,” and 
8 as “ moderate.” 


WARNING TO BritisH EmicGrRants To Brazir. 


The Board of Trade have received from a trustworthy source 
information to the effect that intending British emigrants to any 
of the Brazilian ports north of Rio de Janerio, whether agricultural, 
mechanical, or industrial labourers, artisans, or domestic servants, 
should be cautioned that if they carry their intention into effect 
they would meet with disappointment and endless sufferings. 
In the case of agricultural labourers, these might be tempted by 
the prospect of a grant of land, a house, implements, and seeds, 
but on arrival in Brazil they would find, it is stated, that the 
allotment of land would be made on conditions so onerous that it 
becomes doubtful whether any profitable result would be attainable 
for years, while the opinion has been expressed that no English 
labourer could till the soil in the climate of the districts referred to. 

In addition to the intense heat and the insects, the British 
immigrant would find the difference of food so great that it has 
been doubted whether any English man, woman, or child could 
subsist for any length of time on such as is attainable in the 
interior without falling a victim to some disease. Among the 
insects which cause great suffering is that known as the chigoe, 
This insect, which is so minute as to be almost imperceptible, 
enters the feet, and an inexperienced person, it is said, would not 
know that if allowed to remain in the foot until it makes its nest 
or bag, the result would be that the whole foot would become 
a mass of sores which might end in gangrene, necessitating 
amputation. Irrespective of these drawbacks, the Board of Trade 
understand that there are no habitable dwellings ready for the 
immigrants at the locality to which they would be sent, 
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As regards mechanical and industrial labourers and artisans, 
these, it is said, would find great difficulty in obtaining regular 
employment, and, moreover, the wages are very low. Domestic 
servants might find some opening, as there may be some European 
families who would employ them, as the native class of servants 
are stated to give little satisfaction, but the number should be 
exceedingly limited, and they should be furnished with satisfactory 
testimonials. 

A telegram has been received at the Foreign Office from Her 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio, in which he states that Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Santos reports that British immigrants are 
unsuited to the country and people of San Paulo. 


Tue Cutcaco EXHIBITION oF 1893. 


In a note to the Foreign Office, dated the 2nd February, 
Mr. Robert Lincoln, the American Minister in London, forwards 
copies of documents relating to the international exhibition to be 
held at Chicago from the 1st May 1893 until the last Thursday 
in October of that year. Mr. Lincoln states that it is the desire of 
the President, speaking for the people of the United States, that 
all the nations of the earth may take part in the proposed ex- 
hibition by appointing representatives thereto, and by sending such 
exhibits as will most fitly and fully illustrate their industries and 
their progress in civilisation. 

The following are the various sections into which the exhibition 
will be divided :— 


A. Agriculture, forest products, forestry, machinery and 
appliances. 

B. Viticulture, horticulture, floriculture. 

C. Live stock: domestic and wild animals. 

D. Fish, fisheries, fish products, and apparatus for fishing. 

E. Mines, mining, and metallurgy. 

F. Machinery. 

G. Transportation : railways, vessels, vehicles. 

H. Manufactures. 

J. Electricity. 

K. Fine arts: pictorial, plastic, and decorative. 

L. Liberal arts: education, engineering, public works, 
architecture, music, and the drama. 

M. Ethnology, archeology, progress of labour and invention, 
isolated and collective exhibits. 

[The general regulations and programme of the exhibition may 
be seen on application to the Commercial Department, Board of 
Trade, S.W. The regulations as to the free entry of exhibits 
into the United States are published at p. 264 of this number of 
the Board of Trade Journal. | 

It has also been proposed that a series of World’s Congresses 
be held in connexion with the World’s Columbian Exposition of 
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1893, and the World’s Congress Auxiliary has been duly 
authorised and organised to promote the holding and success of 
such congresses. 

Among the subjecis which the congresses are expected to 
consider are the following :— 

I.—The grounds of fraternal union in the language, literature, 
domestic life, religion, science, art, and civil institutions of different 
peoples. 

II.—The economic industrial and financial problems of the age, 

III.—Educational systems—their advantages and their defects, 
and the means by which they may best be adapted to the recent 
enormous increase in all departments of knowledge. 

IV.—The practicability of a common language for use in the 
commercial relations of the civilised world. 

V.—International copyright, and the laws of intellectual 
property and commerce. 

VI.—Immigration and naturalisation laws, and the proper 
international privileges of alien governments and their subjects or 
citizens, 

VII.—The most efficient and advisable means of preventing 
or decreasing pauperism, insanity, and crime ; and of increasing 
productive ability, prosperity and virtue throughout the world. 

VIII.—International law as a bond of union and means of 
mutual protection ; and how it may best be enlarged, perfected, 
and authoritatively expressed. 

IX.—The establishment of the principles of judicial justice as 
the supreme law of international relations; and the general 
substitution of arbitration for war in the settlement of inter- 


national controversies. 

This organisation is intended to promote the success of the 
exposition of the material products of civilisation, science, and 
art, but will confine its own operations to the exposition in 
appropriate conventions, of the principles of human progress. 


Boarp OF TrapE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 

The Board of Trade have awarded the under-mentioned 
rewards to the master and crew of the German &.S. “ Standard,” 
of Geestemunde, in recognition of their services to the crew of 
the barque “ Claudine,” of Barnstaple, which was wrecked in the 
Atlantic on the 1¢th November 1890. 

A piece of plate to Mr. W. Langdon, master ; a gold medal each 
to S. Corliessen, mate, and — Schroeder, second mate; a silver 
medal and 2/. each to A. Radler, C. Meier, C. Maass, A. Kroncke, 
seamen. They have also awarded a bronze medal to Frank Vitta, 
one of the crew of the “ Claudine,” who assisted in the rescue of 
his shipmates. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their silver medal for 
gallantry to James R. Simpson, mate of the British $.S. “ Urania,” 
in recognition of his services in rescuing the first engineer of that 
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vessel, who fell overboard in endeavouring to launch a boat’on the 
occason of a collision between the “ Urania” and another; vessel 
on the 14th December 1890. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have 
during the month of February 1891 passed the examination 
provided for in the 11th section of the Weights and}Measures 
Act, 1889 :— 


Chrystal, Robert -  - Lanarkshire. 
Dickson, George = - Roxburghshire. 
Finney, Thomas = - Glasgow. 


Lindsay, John Brown - Hamilton Burgh. 
Mackirdy, Daniel Gillies - Dumfries County and Barghs. 


Mair, John Bagrie - - Elgin Burgh. 
Milne, James - - Forfarshire. 
Phillips, George - Rutlandshire. 
Shaw, William - - Edinburgh City. 


TENDERS FoR ConstructiInG New RalLway Station aT 
Warsaw. 

Mr. Henry Grant, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Warsaw, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 9th February, 
transmits a programme containing conditions for tenders for the 
construction of a new railway station at Warsaw by contract. . 
Tenders with plans, complete, must be deposited not later than 
the 20th May next. 

[The programme and other papers bearing upon the question, 
which are in the French language, may be seen on application ta 
the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, S.W.] 


TENDERS FOR ConstrucTING A War Port at Liico 
(CHIx1). 

Mr. J. G. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Minister at Santiago, in a~ 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 5th January, encloses 
copy and translation of a notice which was published in the Diario 
Oficial of the 2nd January, stating that tenders would be received 
up to the Ist July next for the construction of a war port at. 
Llico. The acceptance of a tender by the Government will 
have to be ratified by the next Congress, which will not meet 
before 1st June next. 

[The copy and translation of the notice referred to by 
Mr. Kennedy may be seen on application to the Commercial 
Department, Board of Trade, S.W.] 
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ITI—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The following information respecting quarantine regulations 
has been received from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad :— 

Denmark.—The quarantine is withdrawn which was ordered by 
the decree of the Ministry of Justice, on the 21st June last, with 
respect to vessels arriving from Spanish Mediterranean ports, 
as is also the prohibition contained in the same Ministry’s decree 
of October 15th last, against the importation from Spain of fruit 
and vegetables grown in or near to the soil, 

Instead thereof, effect is hereby given until further notice to 
the provisions of section I. 2 of the law of July 2nd, 1880, for 
the prevention of the introduction of contagious disorders into 
this kingdom, with respect to vessels arriving from or having had 
communication with the Spanish Mediterranean ports. 

No quarantine is in force at present. 

The provisions of section I, 2 of the above-named law are in 
force with respect to the following places :— 

_ Marseilles, Venice, all Egyptian ports, ports in Tonquin, Cochin 
China, and the East Indies, including the Dutch colonies, ports in 
the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, Japan, Lisbon, ports in Syria, 
St. Petersburg, and ail Spanish Mediterranean ports. 

The prohibition is maintained as regards the before-named 
places against the importation of used linen, worn apparel, used 
bedding, excepting where to travellers’ personal effects, 
used wadding, rage, carded wool, and waste paper. 

Purification under official supervision of linen, clothes, and 
bedding brought as personal effects from any of the before-named 
places will have to be carried out. 


PortuGat.—Syrian ports in the Mediterranean were declared 
free from cholera from 1st February. 

Syrian ports in the Mediterranean are again declared to be 
infected with cholera from 23rd January. 

Ports on the coast of Guinea, between the River Benin on the 
north and Corisco Bay on the south, are declared to be infected 
with yellow fever from 15th February. 


GrREECE.— Quarantine has been raised on arrivals from ports 
in Asia Minor, between Selencia and Alexandretta, but medical 
inspection enforced. Five days’ observation on arrivals from 
ports between Alexandretta and Beyrout. ; 

Quarantine on arrivals from Asia Minor ports between Selencia 
and Alexandretta is raised; quarantine is reduced to five days on 
arrivals from ports between Alexandretta and Beyrout. 
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Turkey.—The medical visit imposed on arrivals from Spain 
was suppressed by the Board of Health on the 11th February. 

Quarantine on arrivals from Syrian coast, between Alexandretta 
and Beyrout, has been suppressed, and medical visit substituted. 


Cyprus.~—Quarantine on arrivals from coast between Adalia 
and Beyrout, which have obtained clean bill of health at 
intermediate port, is replaced by medical inspection. 


Maxta.—Government Notice No. 168, of the 31st October 
1890, has been revoked, and vessels provided with licensed medical 
officers, arriving from Syria and Caramania after seven days from 
their departure, are subjected to strict medical inspection, 

Vessels not provided with licensed medical officers, on arriving 
within the above period, are to be allowed to enter the quarantine 
harbour for the purpose of coaling under such restrictions as may 
be approved by the chief Government medical officer. 

No soiled linen shall be allowed to be landed from any ship 
arriving from the above-mentioned places, except after disinfection 
at the lazaretto. 


Eeyrt.—Syria has been released from quarantine. — 


ARGENTINE RepuBLic.—Rio has been declared a suspected 
port on account of yellow fever. 

Her Maje-ty’s Representative at Rio de Janeiro says that 
yellow fever is increasing there, and suggests that intending 
emigrants should be warned. 


Urucuay.—Rigid quarantine enforced against Rio. Sanitary 
observations against Southern Brazilian ports from 14th February. 
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III—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Cana, (Repvcrion or Lertrer Postrace.) 


The postage on letters addressed to China has been reduced to 
24d. the half ounce, irrespective of route. 

Questions having been asked on the subject, it is necessary to 
explain that, although the recent general reduction of letter post- 
age was meant to be limited to British Possessions, the reduction 
of the letter rate to the British colony of Hong Kong involved the 
reduction to China—a country with which there are no direct 
postal arrangements, the correspondence being in the main sent 
through the Hong Kong post office, or through its agencies on 
the China seaboard. 


MalIts FOR THE WEST AND SouTH-WeEst Coasts OF AFRICA. 


The following shows the ports of call for the mail packets. 
leaving Liverpool for the West and South-West coasts of Africa 
during the remainder of the month of March 1891 :— 

Wednesday, 18th March.—Grand Canary, Kroo Coast, Accra, 
Bonny, Old Calabar, Fernando Po, Cameroons, Eloby, Gaboon, 
St. Thomas, Loango, Black Point, Landana, Congo, Ambrizette, 
Kinsembo, Ambriz, and Loanda. 

Saturday, 2Ist March.— Grand Canary, Goree, Dukar, 
Bathurst, Isles do Los, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Grand Bassa, 
Kroo Coast, Half Jack, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Accra, 
Addah, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, and New Calabar. 

Saturday, 28th March.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Monrovia, Kroo Coast, Grand Bassam, 


Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Quitta, Lagos or Forcados, Brass, 
Akassa, and Opobo. 
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IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russta.—FINLAND. 


Tariff Changes. 

The Deutsches Handels-Archiv for the month of February says 
that, according to a decree of the Imperial Senate for Finland, 
dated the 17th December 1890, during the year 1891 the duty 
to be levied in Finland on cotton sail-cloth is the same as for 
linen sail-cloth, namely 70°60 Finnish marks per 100 kilos., and 
that during the same period the same duty will be levied on 
ready-made sails, together with the accessories attached thereto 
as for the raw material, with the addition of a surtax of 
10 per cent. 

ccording to a report, dated the 23rd February, by Mr. James 
Whishaw, Acting British Consul at St. Petersburg, the Imperial 
Senate of Finland has also decreed the following duties for the 
year 1891, unless another order should intervene. 

Parts of lamps made of cast iron covered over with bronze 
colour, shall pay the same duty as smith and cast iron goods, 
worked up by means of filing, turning, and planing, or 29 marks 
40 pennis per 100 kilos. 

The duty on Chilian saltpetre is calculated at the rate of 
20 pennis per 100 kilos. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Customs Decisions. 
Note.—Quintal = 220°4 lbs. avoirdupois. Franc = 9,5,d. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs tariff were given by the Swiss Customs 
authorities in the month of January last :— 

Indian disinfectants, such as leaves of Indian naphthaline, Indian 
preservative against moths, Indian camphorine, &c., in cakes, bars, 
or powder, &c.---Category 9. Duty, 10 francs per quintal. 

Pepsine wine is taken out of Categories 11 and 12, and included 
in Category 256. Duty, 16 frs. per quintal. 

Dog biscuits.—Category 217. Duty, 1 fr. 25 cents. per quintal. 
These were formerly included in Category 234. 

Animal hair waste—Category 283. Duty, 60 cents. per 
quintal. 
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FRANCE. 
Most-Favoured-Nation Treatment to Greece. 


The French Journal Officiel for the 21st February publishes a 
law passed by the French Government providing that Greek 
produce will be admitted to most-favoured-nation treatment till 
February Ist, 1892. 


Temporary Admission of Maize and Rice Free of Duty. 


The Journal Officiel for the 28th February publishes decrees 
of the French President, providing that maize may be admitted 
temporarily free of duty in order to be converted into grits and 
flour intended for human consumption or into coarse meal for 
cattle fodder. Maize and broken rice can also be adwitted 
temporarily free of duty to be made into starch; broken rice 
may also be admitted to be made into flours. 


New Pilotage Regulations for the River Adour. 


The Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty s Ambassador at Paris, in a 


despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th February, encloses 
copy of a decree of the French President, published in the 
Journal Officiel of the 28th February, giving effect to new 
pilotage regulations for the river Adour. According to this 
decree the dues on foreign vessels are 50 per cent. in advance of 
those on French. 


PorTUGAL.-— MOZAMBIQUE. 


Tariff Changes. 


A despatch, dated the 2nd February, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Lisbon, enclosing translation of a Royal decree of the 29th January, 
altering certain Customs dues in the Portuguese province of 
Mozambique. The translation in question reads as follows :— 


Art. 1. Alcohol, brandy—either simple or prepared, liqueurs, 
as well as any other distilled beverages, and also gunpowder, 
rifles, gun-barrels, revolvers, pistols, and pistol-barrels shall pay 
in the Custom houses of the districts of Inhambane and Lourengo 
Marques the specific duties as set forth in the schedule annexed 
to this decree, and signed by the Minister and Secretary of State 
for the Marine Department. 

Art. 2. The rates of duty as mentioned in the schedule referred 
to in the foregoing article shall be levied on the clearance, 
through the Custom houses of the province of Mozambique—the 
district of Cape Delgado excepted—of raw and manufactured 
tobacco. 
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Art. 3. Alcohol and simple brandy exported from the continental 
part of the kingdom will only be entitled to the differential benefit 
of 50 per cent. of the duty, provided it is made from wine, and does 
not exceed 60 centesimal degrees. 


Art. 4. The production of rectified alcohol will have to pay in 
the districis of Inhambane and Lourengo Marques, a tax of 
300 reis (1s. 4d.), as laid down in Article 1 of the schedule annexed 
to this decree. 


Art. 5. The goods mentioned in the first article of this decree 
when presented for clearance, at the Custom houses of the districts 
of Inhambane and Lourenco Marques, if they come from the 
other districts of the province of Mozambique, will have to pay 
the difference between the amount of duty already levied and 
that fixed by this decree. ‘The same course shall continue to be 
pursued in the aforesaid Custom houses as well as in any others 
of the province of Mozambique as regards tobacco coming from 
the district of Cape Delgado. 


Art. 6. The articles mentioned under Nos. 1 to 4 in the 
schedule annexed to this decree, which may, at the date of the 
publication of this decree in the Diario do Governo, have been 
already stored in the Custom houses of Inhambane and Lourengo 
Marques, or which may be at sea on board a ship bound to either 
of the said Custom houses, are to be cleared subject to the tariff 
duties which have been in force up to the present. 

The articles mentioned under Nos. 5 to 7 of the schedule 
referred to, which may have been already stored in the Custom 
houses of the province of Mozambique, or else at sea on board a 
ship bound to any of those Custom houses, the district of Cape 
Delgado excepted in both cases, are to be cleared in accordance 
with Article 38 of the Preliminary Rules of the General Customs 
tariff of the said province as decreed on July 30th, 1877. 

Art. 7. Any laws to the contrary are hereby revoked. 


Schedule annexed to the Decree. 


1. Alcohol, brandy, either simple or prepared, as well as any 
other distilled beverages in any vessel or cask Per litre. Reis 300 = 1s. 4d. 


2. Gunpowder - - - - Per kilo. Reis 180 = 9°60d. 
8. Guns, gun-barrels, and revolvers - - Each. Reis 3,000 = 13s. 4d. 
4. Pistols and pistol-barrels - . - Each. Reis 800 = 3s. 6°66d. 
5. Tobacco, raw - - - - Perkilo. Reis 250 = 1s. 1°33d. 
6. Do. manufactured- - - - Perkilo. Reis 800 = 3s, 6'66d. 
7. Do. cigars - Perkilo. Reis 1,600 = 7s. 1°38d. 


Tonnage Dues at Lourengo Marques, 

Sir G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, in a despatch 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 31st January, says that in virtue 
of a decree dated the 24th January, and published on the 28th, 
an impost of 500 reis (2s, 2°66d.) will be levied per each 
admeasurement ton of every vessel going alongside the Custom 
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house pier at Lourengo Marques for the purpose of loading or 
unloading carge. 

It is stated in the preamble to this decree that the road 
leading to the pier in that Custom house has been completed, and 
that the pier is provided with three cranes, two of which are 
moved by steam. 


ITALY. 


Recent Customs Decisions. 


Noie.—Quintal = 2204 lbs. avoirdupois. Lire = 9,8,¢. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Italian Customs tariff have been given by the Italian Customs 
authorities :— 

Oxidised enamel colour.—Category 73). Duty, 50 lire per 
quintal. 

Men’s woollen shirts mixed with silk—Category 142. Duty, 
200 lire per quintal, plus 40 per cent, for the sewing. 

Men’s woollen drawers, silk ribbon attached, and men’s drawers 
plain chain stitched.—Category 142. Duty, 220 lire per quintal, 
plus 40 per cent. for the sewing. 

“ Chronos” weighing machine for cereals.—Category 2060 (3). 
Duty, 30 lire per quintal. 

Penknives, bone handle.—Category 326. Duty, 80 lire per 

uintal. 
Detached parts of electrical accumulators. — Category 2264. 
Duty, 30 lire per quintal. 

Steam ploughs.—Category 226e. Duty, 12 lire per quintal. 

Zinc lamps.—Category 216d. Duty, 12 lire per quintal. 

Metal chains with silver-gilt spherical knobs for curtains— 
Category 329a. Duty, 100 lire per quintal. 

Detached parts of revolvers—Category 2234. Duty, 700 lire 
per quintal. 

Eyeless needles.—Category 224. Duty, 80 lire per quintal. 

Thin cotton material stuck on paper by means of tar or other 
impermeable substance.— Category 112a. Duty, 30 lire per 
quintal. 

Knorrs flour of oats.—Category 275+. Duty, 12 lire per 
quintal. 

Anchors and anvils.—Category 206a (1). Duty, 10°50 lire per 
quintal. 

Aristol (chemica] preparation).—Category 61. Duty, 10 lire 
per quintal. 

Insulating gear made of cotton and cork.—Category 226m. 
Duty, 11 lire per quintal. 

Small steel springs used in the manufacture of hats.—Category 
209c. Duty, 18 lire per quintal. 
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Detached parts of locks made of cast iron.—Category 2010 (1). 
Duty, 8 lire per quintal. 

Betha naphthaline.—Category Duty, 4 lire per quintal. 

Machine for washing rags.—Category 226. Duty, 10 lire per 
quintal. 


TURKEY. 


Exemption from Duty of Horse-Shoes. 


According to the Journal de la Chambre de Con:merce de 
Constantinople, an Imperial irade has been issued by the Turkish 
Government, providing that horse-shoes imported into Turkey 
are free of duty, and those manufactured in Turkey on being 
exported through Turkish ports are also free of duty. 


Morocco. 


Imports with Mohammedan Sacred Inscriptions, 


Mr. C. A. Payton, Her Majesty’s Consul at Mogador, in a 
report to the — Office, dated the 25th February, encloses 
the following translation of a notice issued by the Sultan of 
Morocco against the inscription of Mohammedan sacred names, 
&c. on packages, &c. :— 

“ Having learned that certain goods, including calicoes, matches, 
&c., have been imported bearing in Arabic characters the names 
of the prophet Mohammed of Hassan and Ali and others held 
sacred by Moslimeen, and bearing other writing not suitable to be 
on such articles, I order you to give notice to the merchants to 
advise their correspondents in other countries to discontinue the 
sending of goods so marked. 

“ A reasonable time will be allowed for this notice to reach 
them. 

“ Any such goods imported after due notice has been given 
will be seized by Government and treated as contraband. If 
the importer be a Moslim, he will be punished, in addition to the 
forfeiture.” 


UNITED STATEs. 


Free Entry for Exhibits at the Chicago Exhibition. 


The following notice has been issued by the Treasury Depart- 
ment at Washington containing the regulations governing the free 
importation of articles for exhibition at the world’s exhibition at 
Chicago in the year 1893, a notice of which appears at p. 254 of 
this issue of the Board of Trade Journal :— 

Section 11 of the Act of Congress, approved 25th April 1890, 
providing for celebrating the four hundredth anniversity of the 
discovery of America by Christopher Columbus, by holding an 
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international exhibition of arts, industries, manufactures, and the 
roducts of the soil, mines, and sea, in the city of Chicago, in the 
Bate of Illinois, is as follows, viz. :— 

“That all articles which shall be imported from foreign 
countries for the sole purpose of exhibition at said exposition, 
upon which there shall be a tariff or Customs duty, shall be 
admitted free of payment of duty, Customs fees, or charges, under 
such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe ; 
but it shall be lawful at any time during the exhibition to sell for 
delivery at the close of the exposition any goods or property 
imported for and actually on exhibition in the exposition buildings 
or on its grounds, subject to such regulations for the security of 
the revenue and for the collection of the import duties as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe: Provided, That all 
such articles when sold or withdrawn for consumption in the 
United States shall be subject to the duty, if any, imposed upon 
such articles by the revenue laws in force at the date of importa- 
tion, and all penalties prescribed by the law shall be applied and 
enforced against such articles, and against the persons who may 
be guilty of any illegal sale or withdrawal.” 

Under the authority conferred by said provision of law, the 
following regulations are hereby prescribed, viz. : 

1. No duty, fees, or charges for Customs service will be exacted 
on any such importations, except where the merchandise is sold 
for consumption in the United States, and entered as provided by 
these regulations. 

Goods destined for such exhibition may be imported through 
any port of entry. 

2. Invoices showing the marks, numbers, character, quantity, 
and foreign market value of articles intended for such exhibition 
shall be made in triplicate, and one copy forwarded to the 
collector of Customs for the port at which it is intended such 
articles shall enter the United States, one copy to the collector 
of Customs for the port of Chicago, and one copy to the consignee 
or agent of the shipper. The shipper of such goods may declare 
to the invoice as the agent of the exhibitor, and the invoice shall 
be authenticated by one of the Commissioners for the exhibition 
appointed by the Government of the country from which the 
goods are exported, or by a United States Consul, at the election 
of the party declaring to such invoice. Articles intended for 
exhibition which are Government property, used solely for 
Government purposes, and not intended for sale in this country, 
will be admitted to entry upon a certificate to that effect by the 
Commissioner for the international exhibition of the Government 
to which such property belongs. 

8. All packages containing such articles must be plainly 
addressed to the collector of Customs, Chicago, U.S.A., and 
conspicuously marked “Exhibits for the World’s Columbian 
Exposition,” and also bear the names and addresses of the shipper 
and consignee, and appropriate inveice marks and numbers. 


Mar. 1891.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 267 


4, Upon the arrival at any port of entry of packages so marked, 
and containing articles intended for such exposition, entry thereof, 
in form to be prescribed, may be made by the consignee or 
agent thereof, for immediate transportation without appraisement 
to Chicago. 

5. Upon the arrival of the cars containing such articles at 
Chicago, the conductor or agent of the railroad company will 
report such arrival by the presentation of the manifest to the 
Customs officer designated to receive such manifests, who shall 
compare the same with the copy received by mail, and superintend 
the opening of the cars, taking care to identify the packages by 
marks and numbers as described in the manifests. 

In case of the non-receipt of the manifests, the unlading of the 
cars shall not for that reason be delayed, but the invoice will be 
used to identify the packages. 

When such articles arrive at Chicago by vessel direct from a 
foreign country, a special entry for warehouse, in the manner 
herein-before provided, may be made, whereupon a special permit 
will be issued for the transfer of the articles from the importing 
vessel to the exposition buildings. 

The packages will be retained in the custody of the Customs 
officers, unopened, until special entry for warehouse, in form 
to be prescribed, is made by the owner, consignee, or agent 
authorised to make entry, but no warehousing bond will be 
required. 


6. Upon the completion of the special warehouse entry the 
packages will be opened, and due examination and appraisement 
of the contents will be made by the appraiser at the exhibition 
buildings, which shall, for that purpose, be regarded as a public 
store. The appraiser will be furnished with the invoice of the 
articles to be appraised, and will indorse his report of appraisement 
upon such invoice in like manner as if such articles were regularly 
entered for consumption or warehouse. The entry will then be 
liquidated, the. full amount of duties ascertained, and the whole 
transaction entered upon a record to be kept in the form of a 
special warehouse ledger. 


7. The articles may then be placed in the position provided for 
their exhibition, but will remain under the custody and control of 
the Customs officers, and will not be removed from the place 
assigned without a permit from the collector of Customs or the 
officer who may be designated to grant such permit. In no case 
will such articles be removed from the exposition building or 
released from the custody of the Customs officers unless the same 
shall have been regularly entered for withdrawal for consumption, 
warehouse, or export. 

8. In case of exportation of such articles, existing regulations 
requiring exports to be made in original packages will be waived. 

9. The special forms of entries, permits, manifests, and records 
to be used under these regulations will be prepared and furnished 
by the Treasury Department. 
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10. Collectors of Customs will report to the Secretary of the 
Treasury any case relating to an importation for such exposition 
in which they may regard these re tions as insufficient to secure 
the interests of the Revenue, and special instructions will be given 
for their guidance in such case. 

11. In the event of the loss by theft or otherwise of articles 
entered for exhibition, the importer or owner will be responsible, 
primarily, for the duties thereon; tut on a proper representation 
of the facts in writing to this Department, payment of the duties 
will be waived, if the circumstances appear to justify such action. 

12. The deterioration of perishable goods, and the consumption 
of articles as samples during the exhibition, will be made the 
subject of special consideration by this Department, with a view 
to the relief of the owner from the payment of duties, on the receipt 
of a report from the collector of Customs at Chicago establishing 
the facts. 

13. Show-cases will be admitted free, as accessories to the 
exhibition ; but if sold, will become subject to duty. 

14, If a difference be found to exist in the quantity of goods 
entered at the Custom house and that eventually exported or 
withdrawn at the close of the exposition, action will be taken as 
mentioned in paragraph 12. It is not contemplated that duties 
shall be levied, except on goods which have actually entered into 
consumption in the United States. 


Regulations affecting Marking of Imported Goods. 


The Treasury Department at Washington, in view of the 
questions raised regarding the construction to be placed on 
section 6 of the Act of 1st October 1890 as to the marking of 
imported goods and packages, which is required on and after 
1st March 1891, has published the following circular :— 

Packages containing beer manufactured in Germany, of German 
malt and Austrian hops, should be marked “Germany,” as 
indicating the country of origin of the article, it being the opinion 
of the Department that the provisions of section 6 of said Act 
relate to the manufactured article as a whole, and do not contem- 
plate a consideration of the different ingredients of an article for 
the purpose of such marking, stamping, branding, &c. 

The provisions of said section do not contemplate the marking 
of coverings of crude or other substances of a moist or deliquescent 
nature, like certain kinds of sugar in mats, &c., where the per- 
manent marking of the packages by any means whatever would 
be totally impracticable. 

All foreign manufactured articles, dutiable or free, which are 
“usually or ordinarily marked, stamped, branded, or labelled,” 
are required to be marked, &. with the name of the country of 
origin. 

he marking of packages of goods in this country as the same 
are being discharged from the importing vessel, is inadmissible 
and contrary to the spirit and intent of the said provision of law. 


| 
H 
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Bundles of jute secured by ropes may be marked by means of 
tags, and to avoid any question at the Custom house on entry of 
such and similarly impotred goods, such as hides, skins, &c., it 
might be well to have them so tagged; but, in the opinion of the 
Department, said section 6 does not regard such tying up of 
articles by ropes as constituting “packages containing * * * 
imported articles.” J.oose hides, being unmanufactured articles 
and not contained in packages, do not require marking. 

All packages of sugar should be marked with the name of the 
country of crigin, unless, as in the case of certain sugars in mats, 
&c., such marking is totally impracticable. 

Castile and other soaps, which are not usually or ordinarily 
marked, &c., may be admitted to entry, provided the packages 
containing the same are duly marked. 

Books, newspapers, pamphlets, maps, charts, engravings, sheet- 
music, and other printed matter, not being articles such as are 
“usually or ordinarily marked,” &., may be admitted to entry 
provided the cartons, boxes, wrappers, or coverings, &. containing 
the same are duly marked. 

Goods, which may bear foreign printed labels, may be relabelled, 
or the labels may be amended to meet the requirement of section 6, 
thus obviating the destruction of the original labels, or the 
substitution of new packages. 

The provisions of section 6 will be complied with if the bales 
or crates containing imported baskets are duly marked, unless it 
is customary to mark the individual baskets. 

Molasses imported in bulk in tanks, and pumped out into other 
receptacles on importation, is necessarily excluded from the 
provisions of section 6. 

The provisions of section 6 as to the marking of packages of 
manufactured and other articles, with the name of the country of 
origin, applies to the country of origin of the contents, and not of 
the packages. 

In case of importation of goods from Germany, Austria, &c., 
the law will be complied with if the goods are marked “ German 
manufacture,” “ Austrian manufacture,” Wc. 

Pumice-stone and marble in blocks, being unmanufactured articles 
and imported without coverings, do not require marking, &c. 

Rags, although manufactured articles, can not of themselves be 
marked, but the packages containing the same should be duly 
marked with the name of country of origin of the goods, as rags 
per se, and not of the original cloths. 

Tne stocks of guns may be marked by labels pasted thereon, 
giving the name of the country of origin. 

Samples of manufactured articles, if ordinarily marked, must be 
marked the same as other imported articles. 

The country of origin of imported manufactured articles, and of 
all packages containing any goods, is to be indicated by the name 
of the country only. The name “ Paris,” for instance, occurring 
on goods would not indicate that the _ were of French origin, 


as there are several places in the world bearing the name of Paris. 
66141. B 
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“ France ” would be the only proper marking for goods of French 
origin, &c. 

The fact that raw sugars may be melted at the refinery a few 
hours after entry can not operate to do away with the marking of 
the packages containing the same. 

Grindstones, which are not ordinarily marked, and are imported 
without coverings, do not require marking under section 6. 

Blades of carving-knives, if ordinarily marked, &c., should be 
marked with the name of the country of origin, which marking 
may be done by means of stamping, branding, or labelling. 

Cigar boxes, being boxes which are ordinarily marked, &c., 
should be marked, stamped, branded, or labelled in legible English 
words. 

Sap-sago cheese, which it appears is marked by means of an 
impression on the cakes, should bear the additional marking of 
te name of the country of origin to insure entry at the Custom 

ouse. 

Logs of wood, being unmanufactured articles, do not require 
marking, whether they are usually or ordinarily marked or branded 
or not. 

The marking of packages of goods as the same are being placed 
on a steamer abroad for direct shipment to the United States is 
permissible in cases where the journey of the goods to the United 
States was commenced in the interior of a foreign country at the 
time of or before the passage of the Act of Ist October 1890, or 

_where started by the shippers on such journey in ignorance of 
section 6 of said Act. 

Liquids of themselves being, of course, incapable of being 
marked, stamped, &c., the same are not such articles of foreign 
manufacture as are contemplated by section 6, but, as prescribed 
by said section, the packages containing the same must be marked, 
and it is held that the marking of the outside packages will be 
sufficient. (See paragraph 2 of Circular No. 136 of 20th Decem- 
ber 1890.) 

Section 6 does not contemplate, in the case of pickles and other 
like articles composed of various ingredients, that the name of the 
country of origin of such ingredients shall appear on the packages, 
but simply the name of the country of origin of the manufactured 
article as a whole. 

The law does not require that invoices of goods imported on 
and after Ist March 1891, shall exhibit the name of the country of 
origin of the goods covered thereby. 

ackages containing meats, ceeds, raisins, olive oil, &c., put up 
in England, but produced in other countries, must exhibit the 
name of the country of origin of such articles. 

Pig-iron, being in the nature of a rough unmanufactured 
article, and imported in bulk, is exempted from the provisions of 
section 6 as to marking, stamping, branding, &c. 

Goods which arrive in the United States on and after 1st March 
1891, and appear by the bills of lading and other documents to 
be merely intended for transit to Mexico or other foreign country, 
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the same not being importations within the meaning of the 


statute, do not come within the scope of section 6 as to marking, 
stamping, branding, &c. 

There is no authority under the provisions of section 6 for 
requiring the name of the maker or manufacturer of an article to 
appear thereon, in addition to the name of the country of origin. 

Men’s, women’s, and children’s garments are not considered such 
manufactured articles as “are usually or ordinarily marked, 
stamped, branded, or labelled,” under the provisions of section 6, 
and it will suffice thereunder if the packages, wrappers, cartons, or 
coverings of any kind, outside and inside, containing such articles, 


are marked in any manner with the name of the country of 
origin. 


Customs Decisions, 

The following decisions of the United States Board of General 
Appraisers at the port of New York upon the construction to be 
given to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs law of 
the United States, have recently been published by the Treasury 
Department :— 

Gun-stocks, with mountings complete, ready for attachment to 
the barrels, and which, when attached, make breech-loading shot- 
guns complete, are dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem 
and a specific duty of 1°50 dols. each, under the provisions of 
paragraph 170 of the Tariff Act of October Ist, 1890. 

Leather cases containing pocket combs are dutiable at the rate 
of 100 per cent. ad valorem, under section 7 of the Tariff Act of 
March 3rd, 1883. 

Several varieties of paper suitable for bookbinders’ and box- 
makers’ use which has been fabricated or finished in imitation of 
marble, carbinet-woods, gold-foi], bronze, leather, cambric, &c., 
are dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem, under T.I. 392 
(Act of 1883). The processes of surface coating, colouring, 
glazing, stamping, embossing, or other treatment which this 
merchandise has undergone in the course of manufacture to its 
present completed condition do not remove it from classification as 
pve. It has not been converted into a new and different article, 

aving a distinctive name, character, or use from that of paper. 
On the contrary, it is known in commerce as paper, is the product 
of paper mills, is invoiced and entered as paper, and is of the same 
general character, with respect to processes of manufactures, &c., 
as paperhangings, and paper for screens and fireboards specified 
in 392, 

Paper sized and suitable for printing paper is dutiable at 20;per 
cent ad valorem under T.I. 386 (Act of 1883). 

Paper gummed or coated on one side with mucilage and 
intended for use in making labels and paper boxes, is dutiable at 
25 per cent. ad valorem under T.I. 392. 


B 2 


| 

| 

| 
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Unitep States AND BRAZIL. 


Commercial Convention. 


Sir Julian Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s Minister at Washing ton, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th February, 
encloses a copy, taken from the Washington Post, of the President’s 
proclamation enumerating the various products of the United 
States which the Brazilian Government are willing to admit from 
the Ist April 1891 (1) free of duty, and (2) at a reduced rate of 
25 per cent.,in order to secure the benefits granted under section 2 
of the McKinley Bill in regard to sugar, molasses, coffee and 
hides, which by that section are placed on the free list, subject to 
any action which may be taken in regard to any foreign 
Power by the President under section 3. The proclamation is as 
follows :— 

Whereas, pursuant to section 3 of the Act of Congress, approved 
Ist October 1890, entitled an Act to reduce the revenue and 
equalise duties on imports, and for other purposes, the Secretary 
of State of the United States of America communicated to the 
Government of the United States of Brazil the action of the 
Congress of the United States of America with a view to secure 
reciprocal trade, in declaring the articles enumerated in said 
section 3, to wit, sugars, molasses, coffee, and hides to be exempt 
from duty upon their importation into the United States of 
America. 

And whereas the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of Brazil at Washington has communicated to the 
Secretary of State the fact that, in due reciprocity for and in 
consideration of the admission into the United States of America 
free of all duty of the articles enumerated in section 3 of the said 
Act, the Government of Brazil has, by Jegal enactment, authorised 
the admission from and after 1st April 1891, into all the established 
ports of entry of Brazil, free of all duty, whethcr national, state, or 
municipal, of the articles or merchandise named in the following 

schedule, provided that the same be the product and manufacture 
of the United States of America :— 


1. Schedule of Articles to be admitted free into Brazil. 


“Wheat. 

Wheat-fiour. 

Corn or maize and the manufacture 
thereof, including corn, meal, and 
starch. 

Rye, rye-flour, buckwheat, buckwheat- 
flour and barley. 

Potatoes, beans, and peas. 

Hay and oats. 

Pork, salted, including pickled pork and 
bacon, except hams. 

Fish, salted, dried, or pickled. 

Cotton-seed oil. 

Coal, anthracite and bituminous. 


Rosin, tar, pitch, and turpentine. 

Agricultural tools, implements, 
machinery. 

Mining and mechanical tcols, imple- 
ments and machinery, including 
stationery and portable engines, and 
all machinery for manufacturing and 
industrial purposes, except sewing 
machines. 

Instruments and books for the arts and 
sciences. 

Railway construction, 
equipment. 


and 


material, and 


And that the Government of Brazil, has, by legal enactment, 
further authorised the admission into all the established ports of 
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entry of Brazil, with a reduction of 25 per centum of the duty 
designated on the respective articles in the tariff now in force or 
which may hereafter be adopted in the United States of Brazil, 
whether national, state, or municipal, of the articles of merchandise 
named in the following schedule, provided that the same be the 
product or manufacture of the United States of America :— 


2. Schedule of Articles to be Admitted into Brazil with a Reduction 
of Duty of 25 per centum. 


Lard and substitutes therefor. Leather and manufactures thereof, except 
. Bacon and hams. boots and shoes. 
Butter and cheese. Lumber, timber, and the manufactures 
Canned and preserved meats, fish, fruits, of wood, including cooperage, furniture 
and vegetables. of all kinds, waggons, carts, and 
Manufactures of cotton, including cotton carriages. 
clothing. Manufactures of rubber. 


Manufactures of iron and steel, single or 
mixed, not included in the foregoing 
free schedule. 

And that the Government of Brazil has further provided that 
the laws and regulations adopted to protect its revenue and 
prevent fraud in the declarations and proof that the articles 
named in the foregoing schedules are the product or manufacture 
of the United States of America, shall place no undue restrictions 
on the importer nor impose any additional charges or fees therefor 
on the articles imported. 


CoLoMBIA.—PANAMA. 


Opening of Port of Bocas del Toro to Foreign Trade. 


Mr. F. P. Leay, British Acting Consul-General at Panama, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 14th January, encloses 


copy of the Gaceta de Panama of the 10th December 1890, | 


containing Law 33 of Colombia of 7th November 1890, and 


translation relative to the declaring open from the 1st January | 


1891, for import and export trade, of the free port of Bocas del 


Toro on the Atlantic coast of the Department of Panama. The. 


translation in question reads as follows :— 

Art. 1. The free port of Bocas del Toro, in the territory of 
the same name, is declared open for the import and export trade, 
and shall enjoy the same exceptions which paragraph 2 of 
Article 32 of the Fiscal Code makes for the ports of Panama 
and Colon. 

Art. 2. The Government is authorised to allow the free coast 
trade in the ports of the Gulf of San Blas on the Atlantic border 
of the Department of Panama, and to establish and regulate the 
tributary system to which that trade must be subject. 

Art. 3. From the promulgation of this law the capital of the 
province of Los Santos, in the Department of Panama, shall be 
transferred from the city of La Villa de los Santos to that of Pesé. 

Likewise the circuit court which is now established at Ly Villa 
de los Santos shall pass to the new capital of the province. 
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Art. 4. The amount for which the commercial judge of Panama 
may render judgment shall not exceed 200 dollars. 

Art. 5. From the month of January 1891, the Department of 
Panama shall continue to receive direct from the Panama Rail- 
road Company the amount of 25,000 dollars in American gold 
coin, which was assigned by Law 46 of 1867, by which a contract 
is approved. 

The Government shall duly notify the Panama Railroad 
Company in order that the stipulation of this article shall be 
complied with on the date herein-mentioned. 

Art. 6. From the 1st January 1891 the general auditorship of 
the Department of Panama shall consist of a general auditor and 
a secretary appointed by the Government. 

Art. 7. The legislative resolutions issued by Congress, and 
which may hereafter be issued as respects the civil, commercial, 
penal, mining, judicial, fiscal, military and public intruction 
branches, shall rule in the Department of Panama, in so much as 
they may not be in opposition to Article 13 of Law 48 of 1887 
(fiscal), and to the resolutions of Law 83 of 1888. Therefore the 
special laws referred to in the latter part of Article 201 of the 
Constitution shall comprise only the administrative and fiscal 
branches of the department. 

Art. 8. The Government is authorised to suppress one of the 
civil courts in the city of Panama whenever, in their opinion, one 
alone shall be sufficient for the regular administration of justice. 

Art. 9, By the stipulations of this law, Article 4 of Law 140 of 
1887 is hereby reformed, and Law 83 of 1888, and all others which 
may be contrary to it, are hereby amended and reformed. 


BRAZIL. 


Increase of Bar Dues at Rio Grande do Sul. 


Mr. Walter R. Hearn, Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande do 
Bul, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 21st January last, 
says that the bar dues on shipping entering that port have been 
increased from 280 reis (about 7d.) to 500 reis (about 1s.) per ton 
register, or by 78 per cent. Mr. Hearn adds that these dues are 
in no way connected with the new works for opening the bar. 


Legislation affecting Coasting Trade. 


Mr. C. F. F. Adam, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Rio de Janeiro, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 
5th February, says that the Constituent Assembly on the 4th 
approved an amendment to Article 13 of the Constitution, by 
which the coasting trade of Brazil is reserved to native vessels, 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


Supplementary Customs Law. 
Note.—Dollar = 4s. (nominal). Litre = 0°22 Imp. gallon. 


The Hon. F. J. Pakenham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Buenos 
Ayres, ina despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 2nd February, 
forwards translations of laws of the 29th and 30th January passed 
by the Argentine Legislature, supplementing the law of the 
2ist October 1890, the provisions of which were published at 
pp. 656-7 of the Board of Trade Journal for December 1890. 


The law of the 29th January provides as follows :— 

National products and manufactures enumerated below shall 
pay a 4 per cent. ad valorem duty. 

Animal oil, horns, and pieces of horn, bone-ash, jerked beef, 
horsehair, hides and skins in general, hide cuttings, dirty and 
washed wool, ostrich feathers and tallow. 

The law of the 30th January is to the following effect :— 

Art. 1—(1.) All- duties on goods imported from abroad and 
export duties on produce or manufactures of the country are to be 
understood as expressed in metallic currency, and shall be payable 
in money of legal tender at the equivalent of the gold rate fixed 
bi-monthly on the 15th and last day of each month by the Finance 
Minister. 

(2.) The values fixed in the valuation tariff shall represent 
metallic currency for imported merchandise as well as the 
produce and manufactures of the country which are subject to 
duties of importation or exportation. 

In non-classified articles the declaration of value shall also be 
expressed in metallic currency. 

Art. II. ‘The Executive Power is authorised to fix the gold rate 
for Custom house operations with a margin of 10 per cent. above 
the price in the market. 


Art. III. The following duties shall be levied, and the proceeds 
shall be devoted exclusively to increase the funds of the conversion 
treasury (caga de conversion), the Executive Power having to 
withdraw annually the sum of 15 million dollars :— 

For every litre or bottle not exceeding one litre of alcohol or 
alcoholic drinks included in the paragraphs 14 to 18 of the Ist 
Art. of the law No. 2766 of 21st October 1890, 5 cents. 

Common wine in casks whose alcoholic force exceeds 18 degrees 
shall pay for each degree in excess 1 cent. 

For each kilogramme of Havanna cigars, 4 dols, 

For each kilogramme of cigars in general, other than Havanna, 
2 dols. 

For each kilogramme of Havanna tobacco in leaf, 2 dols. 

For each kilogramme of cut Havanna tobacco, 3 dols. 

For each kilogramme of other origin, in leaf or cut, 1 dol. 

For each kilogramme of Paraguayan class, in leaf, 15 cents. 

For each kilogramme of cut Paraguayan tobacco, 25 cents. 
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For each kilogramme of cigarettes in general, 2 dols. 

For each kilogramme of snuff, 2 dols. 

For each gross of cards, 20 dols. 

For each kilogramme of wax matches, 30 cents. 

Patent medicines in general shall pay an additional duty of 25 
per cent. ad valorem. 

IV. Paris point laces are included in the duty decreed in 
paragraph 5 of Art. I. of the General Customs Law. 

V. Paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 of Art. XI. of the Customs 
regulations are repealed, and continue in force only in the deposits 
of Formosa and Posados. 


VI. The present law shall be in force for the whole of the 
year 189]. 


CHILI. 


Prohibition of Import of Arms and Ammunition. 


The Moniteur Belge says that, according to a communication 
received from the Chilian Consul at Antwerp, the introduction of 
firearms and ammunition into the territory of the Chilian Republic 
is prohibited. 


Ecuapor. 


Import Duties. 


Mr. Geo. Chambers, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guayaquil, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 31st January, says :— 

“The new surtax of 10 per cent. on all import dues of 
Ecuador, which was to have come into force on 1st January 1891, 
has not been imposed, as the contemplated arrangement of the 
Foreign debt had not been signed up to that date. The surtax 
cannot now be levied until six months after signing any 
agreement for the settlement of such foreign debt.” 


PERU. 
Consular Invoices at the Ports of London and St, Nazaire. 


Sir C. E. Mansfield, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lima, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 11th January, forwards 
the following translation of an order of the Peruvian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, giving additional facilities for commerce with 
Peru, in respect of consular invoices and the ports of London and 
St. Nazaire :— 

“Taking into consideration that doubts have arisen whether 
Consuls in London and St. Nazaire (France) may certify the 


| 

| 

| 
| 

| 

| 
| 

| 
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invoices of merchandise shipped to other ports, the former not 
being the ports of clearance for the vessels which carry the said 
merchandise to Colon or any other port of transhipment for Peru, 
or directly to Peru; that it is necessary to afford every facility to 
commerce by permitting Consuls to certify the said invoices and 
cancelling the obligation of the original shippers to constitute an 
agent for the purpose of drawing up the invoice of the goods at 
the port of clearing : 

“ Be it resolved that the consular invoices of merchandise trans- 
mitted from the said ports of London and St Nazaire (France) to 
any other ports of the same nationality may be certified at either 
port at the choice of the shipper.” 


Urvuevay. 


Tariff Changes. 


Mr. Ernest Satow, Her Majesty’s Minister at Monte Video, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 14th January, says 
that in accordance with a law which was passed by the Legislature 
on the 12th January, and which came into force on the same day, 
the following Customs duties are to be imposed on certain classes 
of goods imported from abroad :— 


Duties now | Duties former!. 
Levied levied. 
Dols. cts Dols. cts 
Havannah cigars, no matter whence imported, 
package included - . - | Kilo. 6°00 2°80 
Other cigars, package included - 3°00 1°60 
Cigarettes in general, package included - =| ,, 3°00 0°56 
Tobaeco in leaf, black or for chewing, package 
included - 0°50 0°30 
Cut tobacco in general, package included - -| ,, 1°00 0°70 
Bitters and the like, cognac, anisette, gin, and 
other alcoholic drinks, not exceeding 20 degrees, 
in casks - - - -| Litre 0°37 0°15 
The same, in bottles containing from 51 centi- 
litres to 1 litre the bottle - - - | Bottle 0°37 0°25 
Those of greater or lesser size or ter 
alcoholic strength, in proportion. Liqueurs 
in casks - - - - | Litre 0°87 0°26 
The same in bottles containing from 51 centi- 
litres to 1 litre - - - - | Bottle 0°37 0°26 
In bottles of greater or lesser size, in proportion. 
Vermouth, Fernet, and the like, in casks - | Litre 0°37 0°15 
The same in bottles containing from 51 centi- 
» litres to 1 litre - - - - | Bottle 0°37 0°25 
(In bottles of greater or lesser size, in propor- 
tion.) 
Beer in casks - -| Litre 0°16 0°10 
The same in bottles containing from 51 centi- 
litres to 1 litre - . . - | Bottle 0°16 0°12 
(Those of greater or lesser size, in proportion.) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
~ 
| 
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Duties now (Duties former] 
Articles. Levied. 


Dols. cts. Dols. cts. 


Lucifer matches, including package - - | Kilo. 1°30 0°40 
Vegetables, 16 
Preserved vegetables, fish, shell fish, and meat, ve! — 
package included - - - - ” 0-30 sorts, 25 per 
cent. ad val. 
Refined sugar in general, gross weight 0°06 0°05 
Unrefined sugar in general, gross weight - - 2 0°05 0°04°4 


Cheese in general, package included - - 
Artificial wines to pay 3 cents the litre in addition 
to the actual tariff applicable to common wines Litr. 
in the cask: by artificial wine being understood : 
such as is not produced by the fermentation of 
the juice of fresh grapes - - - 
It should be added that these dutes are payable 
in gold or in notes of the National Bank at the 
market rate of the preceding day, and that the 
par rate of the dollar is 4°70 dollars to the pound 
sterling, or about 51 pence. 


” 0°38 0°25 


0°03 
additional. 


In a later despatch, dated the 20th January, Mr. Satow states 
that by a law enacted by the Chambers on the previous day, the 
following fixed specific duties on cereals have been substituted 
for the sliding scale hitherto in force in Uruguay. These 
duties came into force on the date of the despatch, viz., 
20th January :— 

Maize, per 100 kilos., 0°80 dollars; wheat, per 100 kilos., 
1°35 dols.; wheaten flour, per 100 kilos., 2°70 dols.; lucerne and 
other kind of forage, per 100 kilos., 1 dol. 

Under the sliding scale the highest duties payable were 75 cents., 
1:25 dollars, and 1°10 dols. respectively on maize, wheat, and 
wheaten flour. On lucerne there was a duty of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem, which amounted to only 0°32 dols. per 100 kilos. 

In addition to these specific duties there is 5 per cent. ad 
valorem additional duty, destined for the redemption of the notes 
of the National Bank. 

On the other hand, by another article of the same law, sulphate 
of copper for agricultural purposes, which hitherto has paid 
48 per cent. ad valorem, is now placed on the free list. 

From the arguments employed by the speakers in the Chamber 
who advocated the imposition of these duties, it is evident that 
they are intended to be protective as against the maize, wheal, 
and lucerne of the Argentine Republic, which is said to be able 
to export its cereals at a profit, and undersell its neighbours, 
owing to the depreciation of the paper currency. 
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Cyprus. 
Removal of Prohibition on Importation of Seeds and Vegetables. 


An order of the High Commissioner of Cyprus in Council, dated 
the 16th February, has been issued, providing that the prohibition 
against the importation into Cyprus of the following articles is 
removed :— 

Aniseed, beans, canary seed, clover seed, cotton seed, cummin 
seed, hay and grass seeds, hemp seed, lentils, linseed, mahleb, 
maho, millet seed, mustard seed, peas, rape seed, sahleb, seeds for 
medicinal purposes, sesame, tobacco seed, and vetches, provided 
the same are imported in a dry state and are unaccompanied by 
any husks, leaves, stalks, or branches, 


CANADA. 


Grease for Soap Manufacture. 


The Canada Gazette for the 31st January publishes an order 
of the Governor-General of Canada in Council, providing that 
under authority of section No. 248 of the Customs Act, the item 
No. 277, chapter 20, 53 Victoria, intituled “An Act to amend 
the Act respecting the Duties of Customs” is to be interpreted 
and to read as follows :— 

Grease, rough, the refuse of animal fat, such as is fit only for 
use in the manufacture of soap, although the same is passed 
through a process of deodorisation. Provided that the same 
shall not be admitted free cf duty except when imported by 
soap manufacturers for the manufacture of soap only, in their 
own factories, and in all cases of importation, on entry of such 
grease, the importer when he claims the exemption from duty, shall 
swear to and subscribe the following affidavit :— 

a * , the undersigned importer of the grease 
mentioned in this entry, do solemnly swear that such grease is fit 
only for the manufacture of soap, that it is imported by me for 
that purpose, and will be, and all products thereof will be 


wholly used for that purpose only, and will be so used in m 
factory situate at in the province of 


Customs Decisions, 

The following decisions aifecting the classification of articles in 
the Customs tariff of Canada have, according to the Canada 
Gazette, been recently given by the Canadian Board of Customs 
under the approval of the Governor-General in Council :— 

A manufactured article called “ door knob tops,” made of material 
similar to earthenware, are entered for duty as a non-enumerated 


article, under item No. 486, chap. 33 of the Revised Statutes of 
Canada, at 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


Sawdust of the following woods:—amaranth, coco-boral, box- 
wood, cherry, chestnut, walnut, gumwood, mahogany, pitch pine, 
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rosewood, sandalwood, sycamore, Spanish cedar, oak, hickory, 

whitewood, African teak, black heart, ebony, lignum vite, red 

cedar, redwood, satin wood, white ash, persimon and dogwood are 

laced upon the list of articles that may be admitted into Canada 
of Customs duty. 

Metallic copper, the exclusive product of Canadian ore smelted 
abroad and returned to Canada by the producers of the ores from 
which smelted, may, for one year from the Ist February 1891, be 
admitted into Canada under such regulations as the Minister of 


Customs may prescribe, and on payment of duty on the cost of 
smelting thereof. 


GRENADA. 
Suspension of Export Duties, 
According to a communication received through the Colonial 
Office, from Mr. Edward Drayton, Acting Colonial Secretary of 
Grenada, an Ordinance was passed by the Legislative Council of 


that colony on the 13th November 1890, providing for the 
suspension of the collection of export duties in the year 1891. 


New ZEALAND. 
Continuation of Primage Duty. 
The date of the expiration of the primage duty referred to on 
154 of the Board of Trade Journal for February, as having 


Sion renewed by the New Zealand Government, shonld have been 
stated as the 30th September 1890. 
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V.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF MAURITIUS. 


Note.—Kilog. = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. Hectolitre = 22 Imp. 
gallons; Metre = 1:094 yds.; Rupee = 2s. (nominal value). 


The following is a statement of the rates of Customs duty now 
levied on merchandise imported into the island of Mauritius :— 

Notes.—Under Ordinance No, 20 of 24th December 1890, a surcharge of 10 per 
cent. has been levied on import duties, except those on rice, salt fish or dried fish, 
wheat and wheat flour, dholl, lentils, wine in casks, salt beef and salt pork (salt pork 
does not include hams and bacon), The same to remain in force up to 31st December 
next inclusively. 


Under Ordinance No. 39 of 1881, no cattle are to be landed without a veterinary 
urgeon’s certificate. 


Description of Goods. ~ Rates of Duty. 
Rs. C. 
Ale, beer, porter, cider, one perry : 
Incasks- - | per hectolitre 7°15 
per dozen bottles, 
each bottle not to 1°04 
exceed one litre. 
In bottles per dozen bottles, 
each bottle not to }0°52 
exceed 5 decilitres. } 
Almonds - - - | per 100 kilos. 3°50 
Anchors and grapnels - - 1°50 
Animals : 
Dogs - - - = | per head 5°50 
horses, mules - - ” 0°50 
Cattle or oxen - 0°20 
Other live stock - ° - - - ” 0°05 
Animal charcoal - - ‘. - | per 1,000 kilos. 0°25 ° 
Areca nuts - - - - - | per 100 kilos. 10 
boiled - ” 4°50 
Arrowroot - - - 2°50 
Asphaltum or bitumen - - | per 1,000 kilos. 1°25 
Assafeetida - - - - | per 100 kilos. 6:0 
Bacon, hams, sausages, and tongues - - - ” 4°75 
Vacoa and Madagascar straw (empty) - - -/| per 100 bags 0°10 
Of all other descriptions (empty) - - - ” 1°10 
Bark and dye wood ~ - - | per 1,000 kilos. 10°0 
Barley - - - | per 100 kilos. 0:90 
- - - - ” 0°90 
Beef pork salted - - - 2°26 
Biscuits - - - - - 1:0 
Bran - - - - 0°70 
Bread = © ” 0°92 
Bricks and tiles - - - - - | per 100 bricks 0°10 
Brimstone or sulphur, common - - - | per 100 kilos, 0°60 
Bunting - - - - - | per metre 0°10 
Butter - - - - - - | per 100 kilos. 4°57 
Camphor, crude - - 8:0 
»  Yefined, and in powder - 11°25 
Candles : 
Paraffin - - 2°75 
Wax - - ” 9°0 
Composition, and all other sorts - - . s 2°75 


| 
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Description of Goods. Rates of Duty. 
Rs. C. 
Canvas - - - - - | per 100 kilos. 3:0 
Caoutchouc and india-rubber (manufactured) - 16-0 
Caps (percussion) - - - - | per 1,000 caps 0°10 
Capsules (bottling) - | per 1,000 capsules 1°0 
Cardamoms, common - - - . - | per 100 kilos, 2°0 
Cartridges, empty - - - - - | per 100 cartridges 0°10 
Empty wine, new . - - ~ - | each 0°75 
used - - - 0°10 
Empty hogshead, new - 1°35 
Tierces, empty, new - - » 0°30 
Cemeut - - - - | per 100 kilos. 0°25 
Cinnamon - - - - 2°50 
Choorah - - - 0°60 
Cloves - - - » 4°0 
Clay, pipe and fire - - - - e 1°50 
Coals, coke, and patent fuel - . - | per 1,000 kilos. 0°50 
Cocoa and chocolate . - - - | per 100 kilos. 12:0 
Cocoanuts - | per 100 cocoanuts 0°05 
Coffee - - | per 100 kilos. 4°52 
Coir : 
Rope and cordage - 1°50 
” (oiled) = ” 3°75 
Copper : 
Old - - 2°60 
Sheets, bars, bolts, nails, &c. (red) - 8-0 
(yellow metal) - 4°0 
Copperah or Poonac - . - - > 0°10 
Cordage : 
Hemp - - - 2°0 
Twine - - - - - - - ”» 2°25 
Corks and bungs - - - - | per thousand 0°50 
Cornflour - - - - - - | per 100 kilos. 4°50 
Cotton : 
Wool - - - - 1°75 
Wick - - - - - - - ” 2°50 
Waste - - me 1°75 
Detonators - | per 1,000 detonators 4°0 
Dholl - - - - | per 100 kilos. 0-60 
Dynamite - - - - - 12°0 
Eggs (fresh or preserved) ~ - - | per 1,000 eggs 2°0 
Felt sheathi - - - | per 100 sheets 0°50 
Fibre jute, , and all other sorts - | per 100 kilos. 3°0 
Firewood - - - - | per 2 cubic metres 0°15 
Fish, dried, or salted - - - - | per 100 kilos. 1:08 
” pickled - » 1°25 
Fruits, dried (except cocoanuts) - - i 2°0 
» and vegetables (fresh) - { for }o-20 
Gambier or cutch - - ~ - | per 100 kilos. 2°0 
Gandia - - = - - - - | per kilo. 20°0 
Ghee - - - - - | per 100 kilos. 6°50 
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Description of Goods. Rates of Duty. 
Rs. C. 
Glass, window - - - - | per 100 metres 2°0 
»  bottles,empty - - - | per 100 bottles (0°10 
Glue - - - | per 100 kilos. 3-0 
Gram - - - bad ” 0°60 
Gum, - - - 
Gunpowder, sporting - - - 
” lasting + ” 1°0 
Hay and - - - ” 0°10 
Hemp, undressed - - 2°50 
Hides, raw and salted - - - - 3-0 
» tanned - - - - - 9 4°50 
Hogs lard - - - - - 3°75 
Honey - - - - - | per hectolitre 2°70 
Hops and malt - - | per 100 kilos 1°50 
Horns - per1,000 horns 0°75 
Horse hair - - ~ - - - | per 100 kilos. 5°0 
Indigo - - 2°25 
Tron 
Wire netting ond - - ” 2°50 
Pig - - | per 1,000 kilos. 2°0 
Bars, hoop, pipes, wire, nails, galvanized - - - 7°50 
Sheets, ridging, chains, &c. - - - sad 
Jams, jellies, and marmalade - - - - | per 100 kilos. 3-0 
Lead, sheets, shot and pipes - - 1°25 
Leather, sole - - - 7°50 
Lentils ~ ~ - - - » 0°60 
Lime - ” 0°20 
Lime and lemon j juice - - - - | per hectolitre 3-0 
Macaroni and veel - - - - | per 100 kilos, 3°0 
Mace - - - - | per kilo. 0°50 
Machinery and apparatus for the manufacture and im- 
provement of sugar, or of the 
colony - - | per 1,000 kilos. 
Do., when the crane - - - 2°0 
Maize per 100 kilos. 0°70 


Manure of all sorts ; and the following substances when 
imported for the purpose of being used in the prepara- 
tion of manures or other colonial produce, or as 
disinfectants, viz. 


i. liquor 
2. Bones, bone dust, bone oil, and ‘dissolved bones 
8. Carbolic acid - - - 
4. Chloride of lime - 
5. Chloride of manganese - - - 
6. Chloride of soda, solution of soda - - 
7. Chloride of zine - - - - 
8. Coal and wood soot - - - 
9. Dried muscular flesh and dried blood - - 
10. Ether - 
11. Fish and other substances damaged and coh- 


demned by the Customs as fit 
manure only ~ 
12. Lime, carbonate of lime, sulphate of lime or 
gypsum, phosphate and superphosphate of lime - 
13. Nitrates, and of and 


soda - 
4. Perchloride of i iron - - 
15. Permanganate of potash 
16. Phosphate of soda - - ‘~ 
17. Sulphate of iron - . - 


1,000 kilos, 25 
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Description of Goods. Rates of Duty. 
Rs. C. 
18. Sulphate and muriate of ammonia and other 
19. Sulphate of potas - ° 
21. Sulphuric acid 
22. Urate and sulphurated urine - 
Matches - - - | per gross 0°75* 
On boxes containing 
each not more than 
100 matches and a 
proportional duty on 
boxes containing 
more than 100 
matches. 
Mats and matting - + . - | per 100 kilos. 2°50 
Molasses and treacle - - 1°09 
Moss - - 9°0 
— (prepared) - - - 3°0 
Walnuts - - 3°25 
Pistachio - - 1:0 
All other sorts - - - 2°0 
Nutmegs - - 3°75 
Oatmeals - - - 1°50 
Oils : 
Gingely, mustard, and pistachio 2°50 
Cocoanut (when not imported from the Oil islands) - | per hectolitre 1°50 
per case not 
Olive in cases - - exceeding 12 +0°50 
litres. 
Neatsfoot - - - - - | per hectolitre 3°50 
Petroleum - - - 1-50 
Colza - - - - 2°50 
Linseed - - 1°75 
All other sorts (except perfamed) - 2°50 
Imported from the Oil islands - 0°06 
I€ the proprietors or lessees of the dependencies 
commonly called the Oil islands do not pay into the 
Treasury the sum of Rs. 4,000 on or before the 15th 
January in each year, there shall be levied on oil 
imported from the said - - 0°50 
Opium, crude - - - -  -| per kilo. 20°0 
ed - - - 40°0 
Peas - - | per 100 kilos 0°90 
Pepper, white - - 15°0 
black - - 10°0 
atch and tar - - - 0°50 
Plaster of Paris - ~ - - 3°75 
Pockets (empty) - - - - - | per 100 pockets 0°75 
Pollard - - | per 100 kilos. 0°90 
Rabannas (not exceeding 2 metres each) - - =| per 100 pieces 1°50 
Rattans - - | per 100 kilos. 0°50 
Rosin - - 0°70 


* Under Ordinance 21 of 1890 matches pay this duty for a period of one year. 
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Description of Goods. Rates of Duty. 
Rs. C. 
Sago - - - - - - | per 100 kilos, 0°75 
Salt - - - - - 0:10 
Sand, moulding - - - - pe 0°75 
Seeds : 
Aniseed - - - - 2°0 
Coriander - pA 2°0 
Gingely, linseed, mustard, any millet, poppy and all 
others - 0°75 
Shooks, per bundle forming a cask, a pipe ora puncheon per bundle 0°10 
Skins, sheep and goat (tanned) - - per 100 kilos. 6°00 
Slates and stones for building and paving - - | per hundred 0°10 
Soap (ordinary not inciting eoonted) - - | per 100 kilos. 1°25 
Soda, caustic - - - Pe 0°75 
Solder - - 3°50 
Spirits, plain or cungenntel, of any strength not 
exceeding proof according to Sykes’ hydrometer, and 
a further for greater - | per litre 1°10 
Starch - - | per 100 kilos, 0°75 
Steel, unwrought - - 2°0 
Sugar, raw - - - - e 1:50 
» refined, and sugar candy - - - ” 4°75 
Sulphate, iron - - - - > 0°50 
» copper - - - - - » 1°50 
Tallow - - - 2°0 
Tamarinds - - - - - ee 0°50 
Tapioca - - - - - 1°50 
Tea - - - - - - | per kilo. 0°09 
Tinplates - - - - - | per 100 kilos. 1°25 
Tin-slabs - - - 8°0 
Tobacco: 
Manufactured - | per kilo. 1-96 
Unmanufactured - ” 1°58 


Unmanufactured, grown and produced in any of the 
dependencies of Mauritius except 


Rodrigues - - - - 0°32 
Cigars and snuff - - - - ” 2°10 
Turmeric - - ~ - - | per 100 kilos. 1°50 
Turpentine - - - | per hectolitre 2°0 
Twines of all sorts - - - - - | per 100 kilos. 1°50 
Vanilla - - - - | per kilo. 1°50 
Varnish (all kinds) - - - - - | per hectolitre 5°0 
Vinegar ~ - - 1°25 
Wax, bees’ - - - - | per 100 kilos. 6°0 
» sealing ont bottling - - - A 2°0 
Wheat flour - - - 0°90 
Wines : 
Incasks = - - - - - per hectolitre 7°65 
per dozen bottles, 
each bottle not }1:10 
to exceed 1 litre 
In bottles per dozen bottles, 
' each bottle not to } 0°55 
exceed 5 decilitres. 
All goods, wares, and merchandise not otherwise charged 


with duty, and not mentioned above, or not specially 
exempted, shall be liable to an ad valorem duty of = - 


66141, 


| 

} 
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SCHEDULE B. 


Exemptions :— 

Ballast, when the same consists of sand or stone. 

— bottles, imported full (except fancy bottles or decanters). 

ce. 

Instruments for regimental bands. 

School materials for the use of free schools. 

Articles imported for the use of his Excellency the Governor. 

_ Articles of civil, naval, and military uniform, intended for the personal use of the 
importer. 

Provisions and stores of every description imported or supplied from bond for 
the use of Her Majesty’s sea forces or the colonial government, or, under special 
authority from the Governor, for the use of ships of war of foreign nations. 

Wearing apparel, baggage, or any instrument intended for professional use, if it 
be the property of a person coming to the colony, and if it arrive within three months 
before or after the arrival of its proprietor. 

All goods upon which the full amount of duty shall have been paid on their first 
importation into Mauritius, legally exported hence and afterwards returned : provided 
such goods shall be returned within three years from the date of their exportation, 
and it be proved, to the satisfaction of the collector of Customs, that they are the 
identical goods exported from Mauritius; and provided the property of such goods 
continue in the person by whom or on whose account the same were exported. 

Objects and specimens (animal, mineral, and vegetable) illustrative of natural 
history, including live plants and vegetable productions connected with the study 
of botany. 

Animals and goods (except oil, spirits, and tobacco) the produce of any of the 
dependencies of Mauritius other than Seychelles. 

Books, music, prints, and goods of a similar description. 

Coin and bullion. 


Leeches. 

Seeds intended for agricultural and horticultural purposes. 

Poultry. 

Goods imported into Mauritius by the proper military authorities for the public 
use of Her Majesty’s land forces. (Ord. 9 of 1887.) 

Tobacco grown and produced in the island of Rodrigues. (Ord. 34 of 1888.) 


Prohibitions :— 

Base or counterfeit coin.—Act 39 & 40 Vict. c. 36. s. 152. 

Articles of foreign manufacture, and any packages of such articles, bearing any 
names, brands, or marks being or purporting to be the names, brands, or marks of 
manufacturers resident in the United Kingdom.—Act 39 & 40 Vict. ¢. 36. s. 153. 

Indecent or obscene prints, paintings, books, cards, lithographic or other engravings, 
or any other indecent or obscene articles. —Ordinance No. 8 of 1854, Art. 12. 

Infected cattle, sheep, or other animals.—Ordinance No. 8 of 1854, Art. 12. 

Cast-off clothes.—Ordinance No. 22 of 1883. 


Restrictions :—— 


Foreign reprints of copyright works are admitted under Her Majesty’s Order in 
Council dated 1st April 1853, but they are liable to a poundage of 20 per cent. upon 
their estimated value.—Ordinance No. 24 of 1851. 

The shell of the “tortue de mer,” or “green turtle,’ known as “ Kahouanne,” 
and turtle oil, cannot be landed, removed, or imported into Mauritius from any of its 
dependencies except in virtue of a special permit issued by the collector of Customs 
in Mautitius.—Ordinance No. 21 of 1871. 


> If any goods are imported or brought into Mauritius contrary to any of the 
Prokiistione or Restrictions laid down above, the sume will be forfeite d. 
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VI—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


PEASANT PROPRIETORS IN FoREIGN COUNTRIES, 


In August of last year a circular was addressed by the Marquis 
of Salisbury to Her Majesty’s Representatives at Paris, Berlin, 
Vienna, Berne, Stockholm, Brussels, The Hague, Copenhagen, 
and Washington, asking for information with regard to the present 
position of peasant proprietors abroad. The replies which have been 
received to this circular have been published as a Parliamentary 
Paper (C.—6250’. In forwarding the circular the following list 
of questions were submitted on which information was specially 
sought 

‘a How far has the number of peasant proprietors increased or 
diminished during the Jast 20 years and during the preceding 
20 years respectively ? “ 

2. Has the indebtedness of peasant proprietors increased or 
diminished during the like periods ? 

3, To what causes are such increase or decrease of numbers, 
and such increase or decrease of indebtedness attributed? How 
far, especially, are they attributable to the operation of existing 
laws or customs of inheritance ? 

4. What has the law of inheritance hitherto been ? 


5. To what extent, and in what respects, have local customs 
counteracted the operation of the law of inheritance ? 

6. Is any, and what, new legislation contemplated affecting the 
law of inheritance ? 

7. Comparative statistics illustrating the foregoing queries. 


Tur Lunea Ororen RatLway. 


Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Stockholm, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th February, with 
reference to the contract for the purchase of the Lulea Ofoten 
railway, says :— 

“In the unofficial part of the Post och Inrikestidningar of the 
25th February, appeared a short paragraph stating that the 
contract for the sale of the Swedish portion of the Lulea Ofoten 
railway had been signed in London the day before, by His 
Majesty’s Minister, in the name of the Swedish Government, and 
by the receiver of the English railway company, The approval 
of the competent English court of justice is required before the 
contract comes into force, and the court cannot give its approval 
until it has given an opportunity to all the interested parties 
to express their views before the court about this contract.’ 


02 
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APPOINTMENT OF AN AssistaNT Lapour SECRETARY IN 
SWITZERLAND. 

Mr. C. 8. Scott, Her Majesty’s Minister at Berne, in a despatch 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 26th February, respecting the 
appointment of an assistant labour secretary for French Switzer- 
land, says :— 

“With reference to Mr. Thornton’s despatch of the 4th of 
March, 1887,* relative to the subvention accorded by the Federal 
Government towards the salary of an official to be nominated by 
the combined working-men’s association with the title of Labour 
Secretary, I have now the honour to report that at a meeting of 
this association, which was held at Zurich on the 23rd instant, it 
was decided to facilitate the execution of the important and ever- 
increasing duties attaching to this post by the appointment of an 
assistant labour secretary for French Switzerland. 

“The office of the new secretary is to be at Bienne, but he is to 
hold himself at the disposal of the labour secretary at Zurich 
whenever that gentleman may have need of his services in that 


town.” 


Svue@ar LEGisLATION 1N FRANCE. 

Sir. J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché at Paris, 
in his report for the year 1890, makes the following remarks 
respecting sugar legislation in Krance :— 

Since the date of the reform of the sugar duties, when a law 
enacted (July 1884) that sugar should be taxed according to the 
weight of the beetroot passed through the mills, an obstinate 
struggle has been carried on between manufacturers and the 
State. The law declared that a certain proportion should be 
fixed beforehand between the presumed richness of the beet in 
saccharine matter and its weight. The proportion was laid down 
in the first instance at 6} per cent. of refined sugar to 100 kilos. 
of roots. It came at last to be 74 per cent.; but the makers 

erally succeded in extracting 3 per cent. more sugar than the 
egal yield, and threw sugar free from duty on the market, to the 
great detriment of the revenue. The State endeavoured by 
various means to tax the duty-free sugars, and to some extent it 
succeeded in raising money on the excess yields, But, on the 
whole, the ingenuity of the growers and makers was greater than 
that of the excise, and although it was enacted in 1888 that a 
duty of 20 fre. per 100 kilos. should be levied on excess yields, the 
income from sugar invariably remained below the estimate. In 
1890 there were 370 sugar mills at work in France, as against 
380 in 1889. The quantity of beetroot passed through the mills 
at the legal yield figure of 74 per cent. of refined sugar was 
6,500,000 tons in 1888-89. The total yield in refined sugar 
was—1889, 436,996 tons; 1890, 722,358 tons. The excess 


yield of the season 1889-90 was 199,886 tons, which is calculated 
to procure a loss in excise alone of 20,000,000 frs. to the 


* This despatch was published at page 234 of the Board of Trade Journal for 
March 1887. 


\ 
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exchequer.* The Government, indeed, raised the duty on excess 
yields from 20 to 30 frs. in July last; but this is a prospective 
measure, which will only have its full effect next autumn, the 
income from sugar being meanwhile to France a safe amount of 
about 6,000,000/.a year. Tiere have been complaints of the yield 
of beet since last autumn, and the talk has ‘been of remissions 
in some parts of France; but as yet nothing has been done to 
alter the situation. The large supply of sugar consequent on 
the heavy yield of the last season has produced several natural 
consequences. Imports have diminished in proportion us exports 
increased, 

The figures are as follows :— 

Exports :—1890 : Raw, 194,704,896 kilos. ; refined, 142,745,743 
kilos. ; vergeoises,t 5,900,367 ; total, 343,351,006. 1889: Raw, 
127,676,138 ; refined, 133,318,968 ; vergeoises, 5,006,926 ; total, 
266,002,032. 

Imports :—1890: Raw colonial, 102,536,024 kilos.; raw 
cane (other), 29,865,743 kilos. ; total, 132,401,767. 1889: Raw 
colonial, 110,408,754 kilos. ; raw cane (other), 48,251,953 ; total, 
158,660,707 kilos. The French crop of this season is estimated 
at 700,000 to 725,000 tons,—(No. 825, Foreign Office Annual 


Series.) 


Tue Frexcn Tax on CommercrAL TRAVELLERS. 


The Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 16th February, encloses 
copies of a circular addressed by the French Minister of the Interior 
to the Prefects of Departments, with regard to the licenses tebe 
paid by certain commercial travellers, British commercial 
travellers are exempted from this tax on the ground of French 
commercial travellers in Great Britain being treated as nationals. 


FrencuH L&GISLATION AFFECTING COLLISIONS AT SBA. 


The Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in a 
depatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th February, encloses 
copy of a Bill relating to collisions at sea, which came down from 
the Senate to the Chamber of Deputics, and was adopted by the 
latter. By this Bill the following are made compulsory :-— 

1, Compliance with the regulations laid down by the decrees in 
force for preventing collisions at sea. 

2. Standing by in case ol collision and giving name of ship and 
port of registry, &. 

3. The carrying of life-saving appliances and fog-signals, &c. 


* This loss is in excess of that already foreseen in the estimates. 
+ Vergeoises are the inferior produce of refineries, a bastard powdered sugar of 
more or less brown and yellow colour. 
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The Bill further provides the penalties to be inflicted for non- 
compliance with the above on masters, officers, and owners, and 
the concluding portion deals with the jurisdiction and procedure 
of the naval commercial courts before whom such offences are 


tried. 


THE PopuLaTION OF HuNGARY. 

Sir A. Nicolson, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Buda-Pesth, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 12th February, 
encloses the following memorandum respecting the preliminary 
general census returns of Hungary :— 

The population of the whole Hungarian monarchy now amounts 
to 17,449,705 souls, er, deducting military, to 17,335,929. In 
1880, when the last census was taken, the civil population amounted 
to 15,642,102 souls; so that during the 10 years there has been 
an increase of 1,693,827, or about 10°82 per cent, This result is 
so far satisfactory, as it shows a great improvement over former 

riods. From 1869 to 1880 the population increased only 

y 193,400 souls, or barely 1:25 per cent. in 11 years, A 
comparison of the returns for 1890 and 1880 gives the following 
results in regard to the civil population of the country :— 


1890. 1880. Increase. 
Per Cent. 

In Hungary proper (including Tran- | 
sylvania) - | 15,122,514 | 13,728,622 10°15 
Fiume_ - - - 29,001 20,981 38°22 
Croatia-Slavonia - - - 2,184,414 | 1,892,499 15°42 


| 17,835,929 | 15,642,102 | 
| | 


The town population has increased considerably in the past 
10 years. Buda-Pesth now numbers slightly over 500,000 inhabi- 
tants, an increase of 37:19 per cent. in 10 years. The total 
town population is estimated at 2,451,136 souls as against 
2,130,294 in 1880 :— 


1890. 1880. 
Towns with over 5,000 inhabitants - 30 34 
» 10,000 30 33 
” ” 20,000 » ” 19 20 
” ” 30,000 ” - 8 3 
» 40,000 4 2 
50,000 ” 3 2 
» 60,000 - 1 
” » 70,000 99 - 1 1 
” 80,000 ” 1 
” 100,000 - 1 1 
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The number of houses was as follows :— 


_ 1890. 1880. Increase. 

Hungary proper . - - | 2,543,086 2,299,366 243,720 
Fiume - - - - - 1,831 1,503 328 
Croatia ~ - - - 344,565 276,554 68,011 
2,889,482 2,577,423 312,059 


Comparing the increase of houses with the increase of the 


population, the following results are obtained .— 


—-. Increase of Houses. | Increase of Population. 
Per Cent. Per Cent. 
Hungary - - - 10°59 10°15 
Fiume - - - - 21°82 38:22 
Croatia - - - 24°59 15°42 
Average - - 12°18 10°82 


British Corron Goons In TURKEY. 


Mr J. E. Blunt, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Salonica, in 
his last annual report to the Foreign Office, says : — 


The demand for British manufactured cotton goods, although 
somewhat slack in the early part of 1889, revived in autumn 
and winter, thanks to the good harvest of the cereal crops having 
increased the purchasing power of the peasants. Native dealers 
in these goods, however, complain of the injury done to this 
branch of trade by the improper marking, or non-marking, of the 
lengths of certain cotton piece-goods prepared for the Salonica 
market by certain manufacturers ; and, although they acknowledge 
the great benefit which the trade has derived from the operation 
of the Merchandise Marks Act of 1877, they urge the necessity 
for further legislation in order to compel manufacturers to stamp 
upon all piece-goods the ful! length of each piece. I should state 
ghat, with reference to white shirtings of short length, I have 
found, from inquiries which [ personally conducted in the Salonica 
bazaars, that shopkeepers sell them to incautious people in 
imitation of the full length shirtings, which are also imported here, 
having the same name with different impressions stamped on the 
outer folds,— (No. 822, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


i 
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TrapE 1n Bosnia 1n 1890. 


The following information is extracted from a report to the 
Foreign Office by Mr. E. B. Freeman, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Serajevo, dated the 2nd February, respecting the plum trade in 
Bosnia for the year 1890 :— 


“ It is estimated that not more than 150,000 metric quintals 
(14,763 tons) of the dried fruit were produced last season. In 
good seasons nearly three times that quantity appear on the 
market. Up to the end of December about 130,000 metric 
quintals (12,795 tons) had been exported. The gemainder will 
be exported in the spring, when the River Save is again open to 
navigation. 

“ The producers obtained very remunerative prices for the fruit 
last year ; but, on the other hand, it is said that for the merchants 
it was not on the whole a profitable season, although owing to the 

t fluctuations in prices there was a wide field for speculation. 
The failure of water transport in the autumn somewhat hampered 
the trade. The Save was so low that for a time steam navigation 
ceased altogether, and exporters could not avail themselves of the 
special low rates for plums by the steamers of the Bosnian 
Government which ply on the Drina and the Save. 

“ Towards the end of Angust the first lots of dried plums 
were brought to market, and exportation began in the beginning 
of September. Owing to a strong demand prices were very good 
at first, but they soon began to fall, and reached their lowest point 
on September 26th. The causes of this fall were the arrival on 
the market of large supplies, favourable reports regarding the 
crop in France, no demand from Germany, and above all the 
publication of the McKinley Bill, as it was naturally thought 
that with high prices and double duty there would be no demand 
from the United States of America, which, in fact, up to the end 
of December, was the case. Prices, however, soon began to rise 
again, as speculators, who had effected sales in advance, found 
difficulty owing to the sbort crop in meeting their engagements. 

“ The quality of the dried fruit, both as regards size and 
flavour, was excellent, and could even bear comparison with 
that of French fruit. The numerous prizes awarded at the 
Vienna Agricultural Exhibition last summer to Bosnian plums 
attests their excellence. 

“ In my report on the plum crop for the year 1888, I stated 
that the Government of Bosnia and the Herzegovina was 
endeavouring to introduce drying ovens of a better description than 
those in use in the country. These French drying ovens, as they 
are here called, have given most satisfactory results. The plums 
dried therein remain fleshier, and consequently heavier. In the 
ordinary native ovens 350 to 400 okes of fresh plums, whereas in 
the French ovens only 300 to 340 are required to furnish 100 okes 
of the dried fruit ; and if it takes, for instance, 95 to 100 plums 
dried in the former ovens to make half a kilogramme in weight, it 
only takes 80 to 85 of those dried in the latter, and as the quality 


| 

| | 

| 

| 

| 
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and price are regulated by the number of plums to the half 
kilogramme (1°10 lb.), they realise, in consequence, 2 fl. to 3 fl. 
more wa 100 okes (278 lbs.) ; also less labour, and 30 to 40 per 
cent. less fuel is required for the French ovens. As, however, 
their prime cost is much greater than that of the native ovens, 
and as the drying process occupies from 36 to 40 hours instead of 
only 20 to 24, nearly double the number of ovens would be 
required ; and I fear, therefore, that, in spite of their evident 
advantages, it will be a long time before they come into general 
use in this province.”—(No. 193, Foreign Office Miscellaneous 
Series.) 


PASSENGER AND Goops TaRIrFF ON SERVIAN STATE 
RaiLways. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 2nd February, 
Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Belgrade, forwards 
an abstract, prepared by Mr. Alfred MacClure, British Consular 
Agent at Belgrade, of a volume of new Servian local railway rates, 
as far as they affect the general public. This tariff, a greatly 
reduced one, came into force a few days ago, and will be followed 
shortly by one with the diminished through rates lately agreed 
upon by the signatories of the “Convention 4 quatre.” The 
following is a statement of the tariff rates :— 


New Passenger Tariff—By express and through trains, first 
class, 14 paras; second class, 10°5 paras; third class, 7 paras per 
passenger and kilometre. By ordinary passenger and mixed local 
trains, first class, 10 paras; second class, 7°5 paras ; third class, 
5 paras per passenger and kilometre. 


Old Tariff.—By express and through trains the rates of first, 
second, and third class were formerly 25 per cent. higher. By 
ordinary passenger and mixed local trains, first class, 14 paras ; 
second class, 10°5 paras; third class, 7 paras per passenger and 
kilometre. 

Passengers travelling by the “ Orient Express ” pay 20 per cent. 
in excess of the ordinary first class fare by express trains. 

Children under three years of age are permitted to travel free 
of charge. Children above three years and under 10 years, when 
accompanied by an adult, pay half fare. 


Passenger Luggage Tariff—For every 10 kilos. and kilometre 
0'4 paras. 

On every whole ticket 30 kilos, will be allowed free; on every 
half ticket 20 kilos. 

Special reduced rates for workmen and agricultural labourers 
when travelling in groups of not less than 10 persons, 1°5 paras 
per person and kilometre. 


| 


294 EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC ETC. REPORTS.  [Mar. 1891. 


Goods Tariff-—I. Class A. Merchandise by quick goods trains 
(at full rates) under the old tariff, 5 paras, and under the new 
tariff 3 paras per 100 kilos. and per kilometre. 

Class B. Merchandise by quick goods trains (ut reduced rates) 
under old tariff 3 paras for market produce and 2 paras for 
returned empties per 100 kilos. per kilometre; and under the 
new tariff 2 paras and 1°5 paras per 100 kilos. and per kilometre. 

II. Merchandise by slow goods trains, Class A., under old 
tariff, 2 paras per 100 kilos. and per kilometre; under new tariff 
15 paras. 

Merchandise by slow goods trains, Class B., under old tariff 
1°5 paras ; and under new tariff 1:2 paras per 100 kilos. and per 
kilometre for quantities of not less than 5,000 kilos. 

For quantities of not less than 10,000 kilos, the rate of 1 para 
per 100 kilos, and per kilometre will be charged. 


Special Rates.—On firewood and empty wine, beer, and spirit 
barrels, 0-3 para per 100 kilos. and per kilometre. 

A full truck load (10,000 kilos.) is the minimum for firewood, 
and half a truck load (5,000 kilos.) for empty barrels, 

On wheat and cereals in general, barrel staves, prunes, hemp, 
fresh fruits, vegetables, milk, and bread, 0:4 para per 100 kilos. 
and per kilometre. 

A full truck load is the minimum for cereals, staves, prunes, 
and hemp, and half a truck load for the remaining articles above 
enumerated. 

On flour of all kinds, wine, vinegar, raki (spirits), burnt lime, 
and cordage, 0°5 para per 100 kilos. and per kilometre. 

A full truck load is the minimum for all of the above-mentioned 
articles. 

On coal and lignite, building bricks, fire-bricks, roofing tiles, 
granite, paving stones, sand, mineral ores, and slags, 0°25 para per 
100 kilos. and per kilometre. The above rate is for full truck 
loads of 10,000 kilos. 


THE CurrRANT TRADE Patras. 


Mr. T. Wood, Her Majesty’s Consul at Patras, in a report to 
the Foreign Office, dated the 23rd January, says :— 

In consequence of the extreme heat during the months of July 
and August last, the crop of currants has proved to be less than 
was expected. 

Currant crop is estimated at 145,000 tons, including Ionian 
Islands, against 143,000 tons in 1889 and 160,000 tons in 1888. 

The shipments during last year from the various places of 

owth were as follow: United Kingdom, 56,846 tons; United 
States, 11,650 tons ; Canada, 1,075 tons; France, 16,372 tons; 
North of Europe, 11,992 tons; Trieste, 2,755 tons; Russia, 
372 tons: Australia, 1,559 tone, Total, 102,621 tons, 
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The total shipments in 1889 amounted to 109,141 tons, 

Stock of currants unsold and held for shipment at the end of 
1880, including islands, is about 45,000 tons. 

The currants in the Gulf and at Vostizza were all shipped off ; 
the Gulf fruit principally for account of growers and local 
speculators. At the end of 1889 the stock was estimated at 
34,950 tons. 

Shipments of currants to England for five years were :— 

1886, 48,892 tons; 1887, 55,549 tons; 1888, 51,856 tons; 
1889, 49,923 tons; 1890, 56,846 tons, 

The reduction of duty in England to 2s. per cwt. has been a 
great boon to Greece, and the abolition of the duty in the United 
States will, it is hoped, increase the consumption there. 

In France, an Excise duty, which is the equivalent of about 
4 frs, on every hectolitre of wine made from currants, bas checked 
the importation to that country, and it is supposed will materially 
interfere with shipments for wine making—(No. 819, Foreign 
Office Annual Series.) 


Proposep RAILWAY IN THE ISLAND OF SAMOS. 


Referring to the railway proposed to be constructed in the 
Island of Samos, a notification as to which appeared on p. 171 
of the Board of Trade Journal for February, Mr. D. L. Marc, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Samos, in a further report to the Foreign 
Office, dated the 4th February, gays that the engineers have 
arrived in the island and made a survey in accordance with an 
arrangement entered into with the Senate of Samos. The Prince 
Governor, it is stated, is not in favour of any improvements being 
carried out in this way by Englishmen. The Senate are, however, 
desirous that the work should proceed. 


Port Works at Rio GRANDE Do Sot, 


The following is an extract from a report to the Foreign Office, 
dated the 16th January, by Mr. Walter R. Hearn, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Rio Grande do Sul, on the subject of the inauguration 
of works for opening the bar at Rio Grande do Sul :— 


“ The works in connexion with opening the bar of Rio Grande 
do Sul were inaugurated on Monday last, the 12th instant. 

“ Two large steamers laden with guests invited by the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Société Franco-Brésilienne de Travaux 
Publics, the contractors for the works, proceeded to the bar, six 
miles from this town ; the ceremony of driving in the first piles, 
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one on each side of the river, being performed in the presence of 
the Government authorities and other officials. 

“¢ The estimated cost of the work is 1,950,000/., of which it is 
proposed to spend 240,000/. during the present year. The French 
company have deposited a sum of 20,0002. with the Brazilian 
Government, and are bound by the contract to commence operations 
by the 13th instant, and to complete the work in seven years. 

“ The Government propose to raise the funds for opening the 
bar, not by any tax or dues on the actual shipping, but by rates 
raised on the gross weight and the value of all goods actually 
transported over the bar. 

“When the works on the bar are sufficiently advanced it is 
proposed to deepen and improve this port so that the largest 
vessels will be able to come up to the quays. 

“I understand that the stone and fascines for the work will be 
brought down by water in lighters from Pelotas and elsewhere, 
and that a large number of steam tugs, launche:, and lighters are 
under construction for the company. 

“Should the operations be successful Rio Grande do Sul will 
doubtless become the chief port of Brazil south of Rio de Janeiro, 
and if, at the same time, the Government take the requisite 
measures to secure steady and able-bodied immigration into this 
State and protect the immigrants when there, the State of Rio 
Grande do Sul with its European climate and fertile soil will 
become the richest in the union. 

* But sand is a difficult thing to master, and new bars may form 
ahead of the works as they progress, and the land in this State 
being principally private property it is no easy matter to encourage 
immigration, and therefore it is quite useless at present to predict 
what will be the future offered by the great works which were 
inaugurated on Monday last.” 


CaBLE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PORT-AU-PRINCE AND 
EUROPE. 


Mr. Arthur Tweedy, Acting British Consul at Port-au-Prince, 
Hayti, in a report to the Foreign Office, under date of the 
12th January, states that that capital is now connected by cable 
with Europe vid Méle Saint Nicolas by a French line, the 
“ Société Francaise des Télégraphes sous Marins.” 
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VIT—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 


SratTistics OF Ma1ze.—A communication, dated the 20th Fe- 
bruary, has been received from Messrs. Henry Williams and Co. of 
Liverpool, forwarding an interesting statistical table relating to 
the maize trate. Information is given under the following heads, 
aud for each week of the last 10 years (1881 to 1890) :—Value in 
Liverpool; freight direct steamer New York to Liverpool; New 
York quotations ; shipments to Liverpool ; total shipments to the 
United Kingdom ; shipments to Continent ; receipts at Atlantic 
sea board ; visible supply in America; receipts at western depdts 
in America; imports of all descriptions of maize into the United 
Kingdom ; and value of prime yellow Plate in Liverpool. 


SraTisTicAL ABSTRACT FOR THE IsLE OF Man.—The 
Board of Trade have received from the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Isle of Man a copy of the third number of the Statistical 
Abstract for that island. This publication, which consists of 45 
pages, gives among other information the revenue and expen- 
diture under the various heads, the population, houses, area, 
births, deaths, marriages, tonnage of shipping entered and cleared, 
shipping registered, passengers disembarked and embarked, 
fishing boats and crews, acreage under crops, and number of 
live stock, railways and tramways, gross and rateable valuation, 


crime, and bank note circulation in the island. The figures 
given relate chiefly to each of the years from 1880-81 to 1889-90. 


Russian Topacco Propvuction 1x 1890.—According to 
the Russian Journal du Ministére des finances, the tobacco planta- 
tions in Russia had in 1890 an area of 41,739 deciatines* (against 
38,124 deciatines in 1889 and 56,331 deciatines in 1888). The 
production of tobacco was 4,878,670 poudsf in 1888, 3,071,989 
pouds in 1889, and 3,406,492 pouds in 1890. According to the 
different qualities, the tobaccos of the last crop were distributed 
as follows : 682,349 pouds of Turkish tobacco, 291,717 pouds of 
American tobacco, and 2,432,429 pouds of tobaccos of inferior 
qualities. Further, during the first eleven months of 1890, Russia 
imported from foreign countries 90,000 pouds of leaf tobacco. 

_After having at the end of 1889 gone up, the prices of the 


tobaccos kept in 1890 very firm (at the plantations these prices 
varied from 40 copecks to 2 roubles 60 copecks per poud). 


* Deciatine = 2°7 acres. t Poud = 36 Ibs. avoirdupois. 
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In 1889 the number of tobacco factories in Russia was 342, of 
which 67 were in the North-West provinces, 64 in the Midi, 44 
in the central provinces of the black-earth region, 42 in those of 
the South-West, 27 in Little Russia, 21 in the provinces of 
Moscow and St. Petersburg, 19 in Transcaucasia, 18 in the Baltic 
provinces, and 12 in the kingdom of Poland. 


Russian MrIntTaGE IN 1890.—The Russian Journal du 
Ministére des finances states that in 1890 there were struck at 
the St. Petersburg Mint gold cains to the value of 28,150,090 
roubles, silver coins of the value of 91,760 roubles, coins part silver 
(five-tenths standard) to tke value of 2,000,003 roubles, and copper 
money to the value of 130,003 roubles. The mintage for the 
last five years has been as follows :—In 1886, 20,916,041 roubles ; 
1887, 28,165,544 roubles; 1888, 28,117,129 roubles; 1889, 
26,094,785 roubles ; and in 1890, 30,371,856 roubles. 


Cavoastan Timper.— The Journal de la Chambre de Com- 
merce de Constantinople, writing with regard to the timber suitable 
for furniture-making found in the Caucasus district, says :— 

The most important of the industrial woods of the Caucasus is 
the yew or Taxus of Caucasus. The Caucasian yew (Taxus 
bucatea) possesses very special qualities, and is of great service in 
the furniture-making industry. It is found on the southern 
slopes of Grand Caucasus and on the western slope of Little 
Caucasus in the valleys exposed to the sun. It grows up to an 
altitude of 1,500 metres, but the zone which suits it the best is 
that between 500 and 1,200 metres. It attains a height of from 
16 to 18 metres, and a diameter measuring 75 centimetres. The 
trunk is almost completely deprived of branches, or rather shoots, 
for it has no branches properly so-called. It grows very slowly, 
but when it has completely developed it does not die and preserves 
all its qualities. This is why the wood may be used in industry 
almost immediately after its delivery without fear of accidents. 
These trees are almost entirely free from bark, they appear as if 
dead or having suffered from the effects of a fire and been washed 
by the rain ; they are however in full vigour. 

Their age extends to 800 years, it is said even further still. 
Their native name is negnoi, which means undecaying. This is 
in fact one of its principal qualitics. It does not rot either in air 
or water, nor even in the warm marsh land of the coast, and it is 
never attacked by insects. This is due, undoubtedly, to the sap, 
which is diffused in sawing and produces an odour almost as strong 
as that from cedar. 

It is elastic and not so brittle as mahogany, of which it possesses 
to a greater degree the industrial advantages, that is to say, the 
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shades and variety of designs. Its colour is a good rose, more or 
less dark, Its coefficient of resistance is equal to that of teak, the 
qualities of which it possesses with the advantage of being a fancy 
cabinet wood. It weighs from 850 to 950 kilogrammes to the 
cubic metre, in the unseasoned state. 

The attention of makers of lutes, pianos, and microphones is 
also very particularly drawn to an eastern fir (Picea orientalis), 
furnishing a sounding-wood of exceptional quality. 

These trees grow in Adjaria or in Gouriel, at an altitade of 
1,500 metres, and on a soil formed of crystalline schists and 
quartz sands. Experiments have recently been made with 
microphones made of this wood and have given unexpected and 
astonishing results in sound. They are fine, without any knot 
and of very large dimensions. 


Tur Forests or Norway.—The forest wealth of Norway has 
for along time been steadily declining. The forests.owned by the 
State or communities are estimated, says the United States Consul 
at Christiania, to cover an area of 1,000,000 hectares, or 2,500,000 
acres. Since 1866 the Government has bought about 37,000 
hectares of woodland in different sections of the country, but the 
aggregate forest land of Norway is supposed to have diminished 
in an equal ratio during that period by the destruction of private 
woods, The value of public and communal forests is estimated 
at 4,000,000 dollars, and they occupy only 12} per cent. of the 
aggregate forest ground of the country, which may be computed 
at nearly 8,000,000 hectares, or 20,000,000 acres. In Sweden 
the public forests amount to 16 per cent.; in Bavaria, 51 per 
cent.; in Baden, 70 per cent.; in Prussia, 68 per cent.; and in 
France, 354 per cent. of the total forest land. 

A Royal Commission was appointed in 1874 to examine the 
condition of private forests and the general wood supply of the 
country, and their report was quite alarming. It was estimated 
that the five southern “stifts,” or provinces of Norway, which 
together embrace about 17,000,000 acres, consumed in 1875, 
401,000,000 cubic feet of wood, while the reproduction did not 
exceed 293,000,000 cubic feet, which gave a year’s deficit of 
108,000,000 cubic feet. Forty years earlier forest statistics 
recorded a fair surplus of production over consumption, and in 
1855 there was nearly a balance. The committee stated that the 
yearly loss, already so large, must increase for every year, and 
the Government has no longer any means to arrest the destruction 
of the forests. Extensive purchases of private forests by the 
Government were recommended, although the committee did not 
expect great results from the adoption of this measure alone, 
The spread of knowledge on rational forestry can have but a 
limited influence, although the Government has now established a 
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few forest schools in different parts of the country. The only means 
of protection now left would be a law restricting the disposal of 
forest property by the private owners, and forbidding the 
destruction of young forest trees, Such a law already exists in 
France, Italy, Germany, and Switzerland, and to a certain 
extent in Sweden. Its adoption here was, in fact, proposed in 
1882 by the Government, but since then no further steps were 
taken in the matter, public sentiment being much opposed to the 
restriction projected. The Legislature finally took the matter in 
hand last year, und there are now many who urge immediate 
adoption of measures for preserving at least a part of the forests, 
which still form an important factor of the national wealth and 
the principal resource of a large tract of country. The forests 
have lately suffered the loss of many young trees of small 
dimensions, cut down either for exportation or for pulp manu- 
facture at domestic mills. The so-called cel!ulose wood, prepared 
from small trees and cut very short to escape the export duty 
on wood, is at present in great demand in foreign markets. 


The lumber trade of 1889 gave general satisfaction, the prices 
being fair throughout the year, and the quantities exported, 
which were estimated at 2,021,272 cubic metres, being 5 per 
cent. in excess of that exported in 1888. The total export of 
wood of all kinds reached a value of 38,)00,000 kréners, 
showing an increase of 6,000,000 kréners over that of 1888. 
The production of lumber has not for many years been 
so large as in 1889. Sawn lumber was in less demand in 
foreign markets, but the prices were higher, especially of fir 
plank. The pine plank brought smailer prices, owing to the 
competition of Russia. Some shipments of this article to Brazil 
sold, however, very advantageously. The exportation of planed 
timber shows in 1889 an increase of 5 per cent., chiefly to 
England, and at good prices. The London market has been very 
unsteady, on account of the great strikes, and it finally became 
overstocked with planed timber, principally from Sweden, which 
from being lately a small exporter, has risen to ship 50 per cent. 
more than Norway to London. 

Australia had in 1889 declined by a third from 1888, but the 
Cape of Good Hope and Port Natal had in the meantime doubled 
their consumption of the Norwegian article, sold at good prices. 

Great Britain now takes about two-thirds of the exports of 
Norwegian wood, viz., nearly 1,200,000 cubic feet per annum, and 
she will probably prove a good customer also this year, as the 
general trade is in a sound condition there. France and Germany 
too, promise well for 1890; Lut Belgium, which ranks third 
among the importers of Norwegian wood, will hardly come up to 
her usual ben account of the frequent labour disturbances in 
that country. 
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ARTIFICIAL COFFEE-BEANS 1N GERMANY.—According to the 
Magdeburgische Zeitung, an Imperial decree has been issued 
in Germany forbidding the manufacture snd sale of machines for 
producing artificial coffee-beans, which certain German news- 
papers have of late been extensively advertising, and which have 
attracted the notice of the Government, as contravening the 
Food Law. These beans are not intended to supply by them- 
eelves a beverage which, from similarity of taste or effect might 
form a substitute for coffee, and cannot therefore be looked upon 
as such, but are intended to be used in trade for mixing with 
the genuine article. It has been a question of directing much 
energy towards the discovery of some cheap compound with the 
undeniable object of deceiving the public. In the meantime the 
sale of such compound is not to be prohibited provided it 
be known by such a name as will exclude all possibility of 
deception. 


GERMAN EMIGRATION, 1890. — We learn from the Reich- 
sanzeiger that the total emigration from Germany in 1890 
amounted te 91,925 persons, as compared with 90,259, 98,515, 
and 99,712 for the three years preceding. Prussia contributes 
towards the total for 1890, 59,702 emigrants. 


GerMan OrrictaL Insurance Statistics, 1890. — The 
Berliner Béirsen Zeitung of February 19th publishes a sum- 
mary of the report for 1890, issued by the State insuranee 
office of Germany, from which the following figures have bee. 
extracted. The total number of accidents reported to the autho- 
rities of the Government, provinces, and communes, as well as to 
the Berufogenossenschaften (associations of persons of the same 
calling for purposes of the Insurance Act) amounted to 200,439 
in 1890, compensation being granted in 42,206 cases, of which 
5,922 were deaths, 2,700 entailed total and permanent disable- 
ment, 21,671 permanent, but partia) disablement, and 11,913 
temporary incapacity tor work. The total amount expended in 
compensation (annnities, &c.) in 1890 was, according to pro- 
visional calculations, 19,981,384 marks, as against 14,464,303 M., 
9,681,447 M., 5,932,930 M., and 1,915,366 M. in each of the 
years 1889, 1888, 1887, and 1886 respectively. Of special 
interest are the experiences of the courts of arbitration contained 
in the report. The considerable increase in the number of 
applications in 1890, as compared with preceding years, may be 
attributed on the one hand to the increased activity in many 
industries, particularly the iron and building trades, entailing an 
increase in the number of accidents, on the other hand, however, 
—and principally—to the effect of section 65 of the Accident 
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Insurance Law, in virtue of which annuities are liable to 
alteration. 

There were 4,300 appeals against decisions given in accordance 
with this section for either reducing or withdrawing aunuities, 
and 85 a s in the case of decisions for raising the same. 
The sani of cases in which appeals of all kinds resulted in 
an alteration of a previous decision was 3,807, as compared with 
6,631 cases, in which the earlier decision was confirmed, the 
corresponding ratio for last year being 2,709 alterations on appeal 
to 5,030 confirmations. 


Quarries OF ANGERS.—Writing with respect to the 
slate quarries of Angers, the American Vice-Consul at Nantes, 
in a recent report has the following :— 

Situated about three or four miles from the city of Angers and 
extending over an area of 10 or 12 miles square are the ardoisiéres, 
or slate quarries of Augers. They are found in the communes 
or townships of St. Leonard, St. Barthélemy, Trelage la Poueze, 
Renage, and Noyant-la-Graviere. The larger number of these 
quarries (La Fresnaies et Trelage, La Paperie, Grands Carreaux, 
Petits Carreaux, I’ Hermitage, La Poueze, and Renage) are worked 
by a syndicate or commission; the others (Grande Maison, Pont 
Malembert, Misengrain, and Noyant-la-Gravitre) are worked 
sepurately and independent of each other. 

There are six or seven large open-air quarries ; the others are 
underground galleries. Pont Malembert, an open-air quarry, 
employs 180 workmen, and produces about 2,000,000 slates per 
month. La Paperie, a gallery at the depth of 170 metres from 
the surface, produces about 2,000,000 pieces per month. Les 
Petits Carreaux has a gallery at a depth of 145 metres from the 
surface, employs 330 workmen and seven machine-. L’ Hermitage 
with 400 workmen produces 3,100,000 slates per month. Les 
Grands Carreaux has a gallery 45 metres long, 50 metres wide, 
at a depth of more than 100 metres from the surface, employs 400 
workmen, 30 horses, and six machines, and produces per month 
2,500,000 slates. La Poueze employs 80 workmen and produces 
500,000 slates per month. La Grande Maison has a monthly 
production of about 1,500,000 slates. Taken altogether, these 
quarries employ about 3,000 workmen and 200 children, and they 
have an annual production of 160,000,000 pieces. ‘Ihe value of 
the total annual production is 700,000 dollars. 

The slate extracted from these different quarries is of two 
distinct kinds—the ordinary, of which the price varies, according 
to size, from 60 cents to 7 dollars per 1,040, and the English slate, 
the price of which also varies, according to size, from 33s. to 10/. 
per 1,040. 
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New Tannine Propuct Ancora.—Sir G. G. Petre, 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, in a despatch to the Foreign 
Office dated the 2nd February, says :— 

“The Official Journal of the 31st January publishes a Royal 
decree dated the 28th, granting to Senhores Amado and Swart, 
merchants in Angola, the exclusive privilege for 10 years of 
exporting from the province of Angola, the district of Congo 
excepted, a new industrial product invented by them and extracted 
from a common tubercule which has not yet been scientifically 
classified for any industrial purpose. The use to which the product 
in question, of which no name in given, is to be applied, is that of 
tanning (“ curtimento”) of hides. 

In a postscript Sir G. G. Petre adds : “ The export duty on the 
“ product in question is fixed in the decree at 5 per cent. ad 
“ valorem when shipped to loreign ports, and at 3 per cent. ad 
“ valorem when sent to a Portuguese port.’ 


CommercraL Museum Rome. —M. Liévin Coppin, 
director of the Brussels Economiste, in an article describing the 
new commercial museum at Rome, has the following :— 

“A commercial museum has just been established at Rome, 
under the official patronage of the Italian consular body. This 
institution is due to the initiative of M. Francois de Fredericis, who 
is largely interested in efforts to increase the foreign trade of Italy. 

“The programme of this museum is simple and eminently 
practicable; the commercial museums of Vienna, Brussels, and 
London, are models of their kind; that of Rome is behind them 
in nothing, and such an enterprise is called upon to achieve a 
brilliant success. 

“The Rome commercial museum will include :— 

“A permanent exhibition of national products and of the 
pete of all countries capable of entering into consumption in 

taly. 

“The exhibition also aims at making known in every place in 
Italy, the useful products of foreign countries, and in foreign 
countries Italian products, in order to bring about a more active 
exchange in the commercial movement of the country. 

“A bulletin-catalogue of the museum will be exchanged with 
the similar publications of other countries and sent to all the 
national and international exhibitors, as well as to all chambers 
of commerce and geographical societies; it will be put on board 
the vessels of the chief navigation companies, &v.” 

Each exhibitor will pay 20 francs per square or running metre 
and per annum, and a commission of 5 per cent. on all business 
transacted. 

A library will be attached to the commercial museum, and this 
will contain all the commercial journals of the world, every variety 
of information concerning Customs tariffs, treaties of commerce, 
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&c., and in addition there will be a labour exchange, and a special 
feature will be made of emigration questions. 

Special information as to the credit and standing of merchants 
in Rome and Italy will be given to persons interested. 

The museum will also serve as an intermediary for the purchase 
of lands, for the sale and purchase of industrial material, and for 
the formation of companies and the association of labour and capital. 

Finally, the commercial museum will open its premises 
gratuitously at holiday times for conferences to be held there, 
demonstrative of commercial and industrial subjects. 


Lanpy Morteace Banks 1n to the 
Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, the 
Constantinople papers announce that the Ministry of Agricu!ture, 
Commerce, and Public Works has recently been petitioned to 
establish at Constantinople a bank, with branches in all the 
principal places in the Turkish Empire, whose business it will 
be to lend money on mortgages of real estate. 


Rattway Construction In TurKEy.—According to the 
information in the possession of the Journal de la Chambre de 
Commerce de Constantinople, the project for the construction of 
the Bagdad railway, recently presented by the general of the 
division, Nedjib Pacha, has been examined by the Ministerial 
Council and sent to the Seraskerat in order that the Minister of 
War may consider it from « strategical point of view. 

This railway will start at Zindjirli-Couyou, reach the heights 
of Roumelia-Hissar, cross the Bosphorus on a suepension bridge, 
and go vid Bagdad, terminating on the Gulf of Youmourtalik, at 
Bassorah. 

In order to facilitate communication between Europe and Asia, 
there will be a branch to Macrikeuy, and European consignments 
to Bagdad will be transported on the new railway. 


MANUFACTURE OF Hose At SaLonica.—-The hose-weaving 
industry at Salonica is making great progress. According to the 
Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, one 
factory, established by private initiative, is at present producing 
nearly 10,000 pairs of stockings and hese yearly. Nearly 40 
workmen are engaged in this factory, and the number of weaving 
machines used amounts to 40. But the hose woven at Salonica 
being sufficiently in demand, by reason of the moderate price and 
the quality of the goods, as much in the province as in Constan- 
tinople, it is announced that a great development will shortly be 
made in the enterprise, 
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Moreover, Turkey supplies a very important contingent of the 
raw materials to European industry for different tissues. 

The utilisation on the places of production of these materials 
by doing away with the expenses of transport, combined with the 
cheapness of labour in Turkey, will, not only in Salonica, but 
also in various other provinces of the Empire, render the weaving 
of hose more lucrative for native industry, which is unfortunately 
but little developed in Turkey. 


LeatTHeR TRADE OF RoumaniA.—The raw hides of oxen and 
cows are found in Roumania in abundance, but their quality is 
not to be compared with those from foreign countries. According 
to the Moniteur Officiel du Commerce, hides coming from the 
north of Moldavia, from Jassy, Botosani, &c., are very superior 
to those from Wallachia, owing in great measure to the difference 
in richness of the pasturage of these two principalities. 

The Roumanian hides are generally better dressed; they are 
usually sold by the pair (either two ox hides or three cow hides) 
at prices varying according to qualities and circumstances from 
30 to 65 francs. Before the expiration of the treaty of commerce 
with Austria, Roumania imported into Hungary very large 
quantities; since then the exports have almost entirely ceased, 
except perhaps occasionally to Constantinople and Syra. Not- 
withstanding the relative cheapness of these hides, the attempts 
which have been made to import them on the large markets of 
the East have not given favourable results, their quality leaving 
much to be desired, chiefly in respect of strength, compared with 
those to be obtained in the large markets abroad : Hamburg, 
Antwerp, London, Havre, Liverpool, Marseilles, &c. 

The making of sole-leathers has greatly extended in Roumania 
since the coming into operation of the autonomous Customs 
tariff, and it is estimated that this production has at least doubled 
within the interval of from five to six years; it reaches annually 
a total of 25,000 bales, or 60 kilos. on an average, which gives 
a total of 1,500,000 kilos. This production is furnished to the 
extent of three-fourths by the native hides; the other quarter is 
imported from abroad, from Germany, Belgium, France, England, 
Italy, and Hungary. 

The importers purchase, almost exclusively in those countries, 
the heavy hides, of great strength, which are wanting in Roumania, 
and which can only supply thick leather, for which there is a 
great demand in the autumn months. 

Most of the hides thus imported into Roumania consist of 
those from South America, principally Buenos Ayres, which pass 
in transit through the large markets mentioned above. 

Two kinds of sole leather are made: The red, which is tanned 
exclusively with barks from Pin (Pefco) imported from Asia Minor, 
and the white, for the tanning of which there is used in the first 
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lace the barks of the native oak. The valonias are imported 
sm Smyrna, Greece, and the Dardanelles. Myrabolams are 
obtained from ‘Trieste and Liverpool, where this tannin is 
imported from the Indies. Tanning is also done with gall-nuts, 
when the crop of this article is abundant, which has not been the 
case for three or four years past. Extracts are little used, as they 
are considered dear in comparison with their intrinsic value. 

The tanneries are, for the most part, well-built, and are 
provided with suitable machines in use in the East. 

Labour is dear, and good workmen cannot be obtained for less 
than from 4°50 francs to 5 francs daily. 

Sale prices naturally vary according to circumstances, between 
2°70 francs and 3°88 francs per kilogramme. The latter price is 
only obtainable for strong leathers from 5 to 7 millimetres thick 
and well tanned. 


THE FisHertes oF Morocco.—The following account of 
the fisheries of Morocco appears in the last report of the United 
States Consul-General at Tangier :— 

That valuable fish the “tasergelt ” (Zemnodon saltator), known 
in America as the blue-fish, makes its appearance in great numbers 
on the south-western coast of Morocco about the month of August 
and stays until the heginning of December. 

The large “ azlimzah ” (Sciana aquila), averaging about 30 lbs., 
are caught occasionally in large quantities. These huge fish are 
sold very low. Sardines and anchovies are caught in great 
numbers, salted, and taken to Spain and Portugal. 

The “ shebbel ”’ or shad—-almost equal to, although larger than 
the American shad, or the Clupea alosa of Europe—is caught in 
large quantities during winter and spring in the principal rivers 
of Moroceo. Their average weight is about 8 lbs. The fresh 
fish is delicate in flavour, while the salted, even in the rough 
manner in which it is cured in Morocco, resembles a rich mild- 
cured salmon. It seems probable that, among other of the many 
undeveloped industries of Morocco, something might be done in 
the curing and tinning of shad, sardines, and anchovies at some 
of the ports of Morocco. 

Lobster and craw-fish also abound, but are only eaten by the 
Europein residents. Mackerel abound in these waters. Soles, 
red mullet, and turbot are only caught along the shores. Mussels 
of several varieties are caught on the rocks abounding on the 
coast. They are eaten mostly by the foreign residents; the 
natives on the southern c ast also use them. 

Numerous Spanish and Portuguese fishing craft are engaged 
all along the Morocco coast, carrying the fish to their respective 
countries. 
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Tue Foreign Trape or Japan IN 1890.—The London 
and China Telegraph for the 24th February says :— 

The total figures of the foreign trade of Japan during 1890 have 
been determined at the Customs Bureau of the Finance Depart- 
ment, and are given in the Choya Shimbun.. The aggregate value 
of the trade was 138,321,246 yen, being an increase of 2,156,780 
yen as compared with 1889. Of this total, exports amount to 
56,593,513 yen and imports to 81,727,733 yen. It thus appears 
that the excess of imports over exports was no less than 
25,134,220 yen, and if we apply to this a correction of 18 per 
cent. for freight, insurance, and other charges, the difference 
becomes 294 million yen in round numbers. No such record had 
been shown previously. Of course the greater part of the excess 
of imports is to be referred to the failure of the rice crop in 1889. 
Under this one heading alone we have a loss of fully seven millions 
on the export side, and a gain of some 10 millions on the import, 
so that 17 millions of the difference are immediately accounted 
for, leaving only about eight millions to be attributed to the great 
disturbance of international exchange caused by the silver 
legislation of the United States. 


Coau Minine Inpustries or MARYLAND AND ALABAMA. 
—The following information respecting the coal mining industries 
of Maryland and Alabama is extracted from a bulletin prepared 
by Mr. John H. Jones, special agent in charge of coal, under the 
supervision of Dr. David T. Day, of the United States Geological 
Survey, special agent in charge of the Division of Mines and 
Mining under the American Betniss, and recently published by 
Mr. Robert P. Porter, Superintendent of Census :— 


Maryland.—The coal-fields of Maryland are a part of the 
extensive basin lying between the Daniss and Great Savage 
mountains, extending from the Pennsylvania State line through 
the western section of the State to the Cheat river, near the 
southern boundary of Tucker county, in West Virginia, and 
constitute what are known as the Elk Garden and Cumberland 
regions. The George’s Creek or Cumberland region of Maryland 
is situated in Allegany and Garrett counties, and extends from 
the North branch of the Potomac river at Piedmont to the 
Pennsylvania State line, a distance of about 30 miles, although 
actual mining operations cover only about one-half that distance. 
The comparatively large production of coal from this limited area 
is furnished with facilities for transport to the tide water and 
interior markets by the Cumberland and Pennsylvania and the 
George’s Creek and Cumberland railroads, which traverse the 
region, reaching the Pennsylvania railroad at Cumberland and the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad at Piedmont. The Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal, until its partial destruction by flood in 1889, formed 
an avenue for the movement of a large portion of this product to 
tide water at Georgetown, district of Columbia. 
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Mining operations have been conducted in this locality for about 
half a century. Up to the close of the year 1889 the total 
shipments amounted to over 66 million tons. The coal produced 
is bituminous, and being essentially a steam fuel, the principal 
markets have been found at the great manufacturing cities of New 
England as well as at the seaboard for the coaling of steamships. 

During the census year there were in operation 31 establish- 
ments for the shipping of coal. In addition, reports were 
received from 49 small operators supplying local trade. The 
total production for the census year 1889 was 2,939,715.short 
tons, valued at 2,517,474 dols. at the mines, or an average of 
85°6 cents per ton. The product for the census year ending 
June 30th, 1880, was 2,228,917 short tons, valued at 2,585,537 
dols. at the mines, or 116 dols. per ton. The total number of 
persons employed in all departments, including superintendents, 
engineers, mechanics, and clerical force, during the census year 
was 3,734, and the amount of wages paid was 1,730,689 dols, 
The average number of days worked when collieries were shipping 
coal was 196. During the calendar year 1888 the output 
amounted to 3,479,470 short tons. This falling off in the output 
_ during 1889, as compared with that of 1888, was due not so much 
to a decline in the demand as to want of transportation facilities, 
the result of the practical abandonment of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal. 


Alabama.—The coal-fields of Alabama form the southern 
extremity of the great Appalachian coal-fields, the northern limit 
of which lies along the western New York and Pennsylvania State 
line, and extends south-westward through portions of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Georgia. The coal deposits of Alabama are known 
to underlie the whole or portions of the counties of Franklin, 
Lawrence, Morgan, Marshall, Jackson, De Kalb, Cherokee, 
Marion, Winston, Cullman, Etowah, Blount, Walker, Fayette, 
Saint Clair, Jefferson, Tuscaloosa, Shelby, and Bibb. The State 
geological survey of Alabama estimates that the coal deposits 
embrace an area of 8,660 square miles, although actual mining 
operations are conducted in but 10 counties, viz.: Blount, 
Cherokee, Tuscaloosa, Jefferson, Etowah, Saint Clair, Bibb, Shelby, 
Walker, and Cullman. This region is divided into three distinct 
districts. That portion drained by the Warrior river and its 
tributaries and the Tennessee river and its tributaries in Alabama 
constitutes the Warrior coal-field. The Coosa field is situated in 
Saint Clair and Shelby counties, and is drained by the Coosa river. 
The Cahaba field lies along the Cahaba river in the counties of 
Shelby, Jefferson, and Tuscaloosa. 

The coals of Alabama embrace all the bituminous varieties, such 
as gas, coking, block, splint, and cannel, thereby providing the 
rapidly developing industries and increasing population of the 
State with an inexhaustible supply of fuel for furnace, steam, and 
domestic uses. 
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Mining of coal was begun in this State about the year 1853, but 
the total output, which was produced mainly by small operators 
for local consumption, did not reach 100,000 tons until the year 
1876. The production for the census year 1880 was 323,972 tons, 
valued at 476,911 dols, at the mines. The growth of the industry 
thenceforward has been almost phenomenal, the product for the 
calendar year 1889 being 3,378,484 tons, valued at 3,707,426 dols. 
The average number of persons employed during the year, including 
superintendents, engineers, mechanics, and clerical force, was 
6,762, and the amount of wages paid was 3,175,356 dols. The 
figures above given apply exclusively to the mining of coal and 
preparing it for shipment, all expenditures for the manufacture 
and handling of coke being excluded. The average number of 
days when mines were shipping coal was 196 during the 
year 1889. 

The following lines of railroad traverse the coal-fields of 
Alabama and provide facilities for the transportation of the 
product :—Alabama Great Southern railroad; Louisville and 
Nashville railroad; Kansas City, Memphis, and Birmingham 
railroad ; Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis railroad ; 
Georgia Pucific railway; Nashville, Chattanooga, and Saint 
Louis railroad; East Tennessee, Virginia, and Georgia railroad ; 
East and West railroad of Alabama; Cahaba Coal Mining 
railroad. 


Fisre Pants or Coanuiita.—tThe following information on 
the subject of the fibre ot of Coahuila is extracted from the 
last report of the United States Consul at Piedras Negras :— 


The rugged hills, elevated mesas (table-lands), and upland 
valleys of the State of Coahuila, Mexico, are covered with a scant 
soil composed almost entirely of mineral matter resulting from 
the decomposition of the underlying rock formations. Stones and 
rock fragments abound in the scanty soil. 

In these semi-mountainous regions there are no living springs 
or running streams of water. Heavy torrential rains are followed 
by long periods without rains, so that these regions are almost as 
dry, and quite as sterile in life-supporting vegetation, as desert 
regions. 

Here, however, in these otherwise worthless regions, the 
valuable fibre plants, the lechaquilla and the palma real flourish. 
These plants find in these barren and stony districts a congenial 
habitat, and thrive so well that it is claimed that in no other 
region do they attain equally large growths. The lechaquilla 
produces the ixtle of commerce, and the palma real (a species of 
Spanish dagger) yields a long, tough, and pliable fibre that is 
especially adapted to the manufacture of twine, rope, and all kinds 
of cordage and coarse baggings. 


The supply of these valuable fibre plants is practically 
inexhaustible throughout the elevated districts of Coahuila, 
Above the lower valleys are vast tracts, through which a man on 
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horseback can thread his way by narrow paths all day through 
- thickets of lechaquilla and palma real without seeing a square rod 
of soil that is free from those drought-proof fibre-producing 
plants. 

The Mexican International railway traverses the State of 
Coahuila from Piedras Negras, on the Rio Grande, to Torreon, on 
the Durango frontier, thus furnishing ample transportation 
facilities. Already on the line of this railroad one American 
company has engaged in the manufacture of ixtle fibre from the 
lechaquilla, and two other companies are erecting machinery for 
the same purpose. 

At present in Coahuila the bulk of the ixtle is produced by 
hand processes in a slow, crude way by beating the plant to 
separate the fibre from the enveloping pulp. A decorticating 
machine to economically and thoroughly clean the fibre from the 
pulp without injury to the fibre is a desideratum that has only 
been attained by patient experiment. The machine-made product 
will soon exceed and replace the hand-made product, with a 
resulting decrease of cost of production. 

Under the tariff laws of the United States all kinds of 
—— or plant fibres are admitted to the United States free 

duty. 

» Ixtle from Coahuila is already exported in large amounts, 
430,860 lbs. having been shipped to the United States, and 
40,588 lbs. shipped in bond to Europe from this port during 
the fiscal year ended June 30th, 1890, at an export valuation of 
5 cents per pound. At the present prices ixtle is too costly to be 
spun into cordage in the United States, as it is in Mexico, and 
the fibre is too short, too stiff, and tapers too much for use in the 
cordage machines now employed in the United States. Ixtle, 
however, finds a ready market at the various factories of brush 
makers’ material in the United States. 

In these factories it is graded or sorted, coloured grey, black, 
or white to imitate the different kinds of bristles, cut into lengths, 
and packed in little bundles for shipment to the brush factories. 

In this form it is found to be the best substitute for bristles 
ever discovered, and for dry uses it makes a brush but little 
inferior to the genuine bristles, and, in fact, cost considered, is a 
superior article. 

Ixtle is treated to a stiffening and waterproofing process, and 
polished so that it closely resembles the bristles, and is used in 
ths best grades of brushes. 

Palma real fibre has commoner uses and is better known; it is 
simply sorted, spun into cordage, or woven into bagging, for both 
of which purposes its great strength, pliability, and length 
admirably fit it. 


New Jornt Srock Companies IN Rio JANEIRO IN 
1890.—The Brazilian Journal do Commercio for the 13th January 
says that, according to official information which has been obtained, 
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the capital of joint stock associations and companies which were 
organised in Rio de Janeiro during 1890 was no less than 
1,332,306,600 dollars, which exceeds by over 200,000,000 dols. 
the total of the Brazilian foreign and domestic debt. 

* Our capital,” it goes on to say, “ it is clear, is nominal. But, 
even if we calculate that the various companies call or have called 
for 30 per cent. of their capital only, we will still have the 
respectable nominal sum of nearly 400,000,000 dols. We say 
nominal, for this amuunt was not really employed, but the same 
money frequently represents various payments in sundry 
companies. 

“ Here is, nonth by month, the capital of the companies formed 
in 1890 :—January, 3,300,000 dols ; February, 210,350,000 dols. ; 
March, 2,250,000 dols. ; April, 24,776,600 dols. ; May, 17,700,000 
dols. ; June, 19,950,000 dols. ; July, 163,450,000 dols.; August, 
121,400,000 dols.; September, 262,880,000 dols.; October, 
386,750,000 dols.; November, 81,600,000 dols.; December, 
37,900,000 dols. ‘otal, 1,332,306,600 dols.”: 


ARGENTINE IMMIGRATION AND EmicGration.—The Moniteur 
des Intéréts Matériels tor the 12th February publishes the 
following official figures of the movement of immigration and 
emigration during the year 1890 :— 


Month. Immigration.| Emigration. | Difference. 

January - - - 19,069 4,194 + 14,075 
February - - - - 15,527 3,620 + 11,907 
March - - - - 14,288 5,202 + 9,086 
April - - - . - 13,316 6,812 + 6,504 
May - 11,935 9,126 + 2,809 
June - - 9,191 8,544 + 647 
July - - - - 6,383 5,337 + 1,046 
August - - 8,606 9,961 — 1,355 
September - - - 8,068 10,782 — 2,714 
October - - - - 8,847 8,264 + 583 
November - - - 12,245 6,054 + 6,191 
December - - - - 10,932 5,085 + 5,847 
138,407 82,981 + 55,426 


There was a balance in favour of immigration to the extent 
of 55,426. This table indicates precisely the progress of the 
Argentine crisis. The number of immigrants diminishes rapidly 
after January. The lowest point is reached in July, the month 
when the revolution brokeout. Itremained almost stationary during 
the three following months. November, with a returning public 
confidence, brought back the immigrants. The emigration has 
had an almost constantly inverse movement. Twice—in August 
and September—the departures even exceeded the arrivals 
Finally, October saw immigration again exceed emigration, and 
the months of November and December show balances in favour 
of the former. 
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TRADE AND SuHippPinG RetTuRNS OF Cyprus.—From statements 
recently prepared by the Chief Collector of Customs at Larnaca, 
and issued under the direction of the High Commissioner for 
Cyprus, it appears that the total value of the exports from Cyprus 
for the nine months ended the 3lst December 1890 was 315,490/. 
The items which contributed most to this total were: barley, 
65,3631; wheat, 58,316/.; and carobs, 58,1201. The total value 
of the imports during the same period was 210,553/., to which the 
following contributed most largely :— Cotton manufactures, 
33,0721.; cotton yarn, 15,7192; woollen goods, 14,502/.; and 
timber (including firewood), 12,351/. The total number of vessels 
entered in the period indicated was 1,253, with a tonnage of 
195,577 tons, and cleared 1,286, with a tonnage of 195,457 tons. 


Tue Inpian Mercnanpis—E Marks Act.—The following is 
a copy of a notice recently issued by the Home Department of 
the Government of India :— 

In the exercise of the power conferred by section 16 of the 
Indian Merchandise Marks Act, IV. of 1889, the Governor 
General in Council directs that criminal courts, in giving effect 
to the provisions of the Act in respect of trade descriptions of 
quantity, measure, or weight of the goods specified hereunder, 
shall observe the following instructions, which supersede those 
contained in Notification No. 1118, dated the 13th August 
1889 


I. A trade description of length stamped on grey, white, or 
coloured cotton piece goods shall not be deemed to be false in a 
material respect unless— 

(a.) Where a single length is stamped, the description exceeds 

the actual length by more than— 
- 4 inches in pieces stamped as 10 yards long and under. 
5 inches in pieces stamped as above 10 yards and up to 
23 yards long. 
7 inches in pieces stamped as above 23 yards and up to 
36 yards long. 
9 inches in pieces stamped as above 36 yards and up to 
47 yards long. 
18 inches in pieces stamped as above 47 yards long. 
Provided that the average length of the goods in question 
shall not be less than the stamped length. 

(d.) Where a maximum and a minimum length are stamped, 
the described maximum length is greater than the actual 
length by more than— 

9 inches in piece goods under 35 yards long. 
18 inches in piece goods under 35 yards and up to 47 yards 
long. 
36 inches in piece goods above 47 yards long. 
Provided that no such piece shall measure less than the 
minimum stamped length. 
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II. A trade description of width stamped on grey, white, or 


coloured cotton piece goods shall not be deemed to be false ina | 


— respect unless the description exceeds the actual width 
Half an inch in pieces stamped as 40 inches or less in width. 
Three-quarters of an inch in pieces stamped as over 40 inches 
ov under 59 inches in width. 
One inch in pieces stamped as 59 inches or more in width. 
Provided that the average width of the goods in question shall 
not be less than the stamped width. 


III. A trade description of count or number, length or weight, 
applied to grey or bleached cotton yarn shall not be deemed to be 
false in a material respect unless— 


(a.) The described count or number is greater or less than the 
actual count or number by more than 5 per cent., provided 
that the average count of the whole of the yarn in question 
is not greater or less than the described count; or 


(6.) The average length of the whole number of hanks ina 
bundle is less than 840 yards ; or 


(c.) In a bundle of yarn of any count under 50, described as 
being 10 pounds in weight, the number of knots of 10 hanks 
each is not the same as, and the number of knots of 5 hanks 
is not double, the described count or number of the yarn; or 


(d.) In a bundle of yarn of any count from 50 upwards, the 
number of knots of 20 hanks each is not half, when the 
described weight is 10 pounds, and is not a quarter, when 
the described weight is 5 pounds, of the count or number of 
the yarn ; or 


(e.) In the case of bleached yarn the described weight exceeds 
the actual weight by more than— 
74 per cent. in counts from | to 8; 
5 per cent. in counts from above 8 to 18; 
4 per cent. in counts from above 18 to 30; 
24 per cent. in counts from above 30 to 80, 


IV. A trade description of count or number applied to a bundle 
of dyed cotton yarn shall be accepted as indicating length only, 
the hank being taken to measure 840 yards, and it shall be deemed 
to be false in a material respect if the average length of the hanks 
in a bundle is less than 819 yards, 


V. A trade description of length applied to thread of any hind 
(of cotton, wool, flax, or silk) shall not be deemed to be false in 
a material respect unless it exceeds the actual length by more than 
1 per cent. 

VI. The dimensions of goods on which their length or width 
is stamped shall be determined by measurement in Imperial yards 
of 36 inches. 

The following instructions have been issued from the Finance 
and Commerce Department of the Government of India for the 


| 
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guidance of Cusioms officers in the administration of .the India 
Merchandise Marks Act :— 

1, Labels or tickets applied to boxes, cartons, parcels, or other 
packages, which are manifestly intended only for the purpose of 
identifying articles for the convenience of dealers and shopkeepers, 
and are not specially intended to attract the eye of the purchaser, 
should not be treated as trade descriptions. Examples: On 
bundles of hosiery, “hose, brown merino, size 10” ; on shoes, 
** enamelled leather, men’s, No. 6”; on hats, “ brown felt, hard, 
No. 7.” 

Norte.—This rule does not apply to a mark or description on 
the goods themselves, or to a description of quality, or one 
containing the name of a place, country, manufacturer or trader, 
or to a trade mark. 

2. Goods manufactured on the Continent of Europe should be 
detained ifthe manufacturer’s name and the trade description 
are expressed in English, unless the name and description are 
accompanied by the name of the country of manufacture. 

3. Customs officers should detain, on their own motion and 
without requiring information, any goods produced or manufac- 
tured beyond the limits of the United Kingdom or of British 
India which are marked with British or British Indian names or 
trade marks, or so described as to indicate that the goods were 
produced or made in the United Kingdom or British India, unless 
such description is accompanied with the name, in conspicuous 
letters, of the country of manufacture. 

A description in such cases which indicates a particular class or 
method of manufacture, and includes the name of a place in or a 
part of the United Kingdom, and is thereby likely or calculated 
to mislead, includes such terms as “ Kidderminster carpets,” 
“‘ Windsor soap,” “ Balbriggan ” on hosiery, “ Shetland ” on shawls, 
and the like; for though these terms may be held to be merely 
indicative of methods of manufacture, they are likely to mislead 
as to the place of origin. 


SARDINES IN THE INDIAN SEas.—The Indian Textile Journal, 
in an article upon the practicability of developing a new industry, 
says that south of Bombay enormous quantities of sardines can be 
obtained almost all the year round. The districts where they 
chiefly abound are Karwar, Kumpta, and Honovar. The natives 
paddle out their boats a few hundred yards off the shore, cast in 
their nets, and raise the sardines in shoals. Tinned sardines 
are known and consumed all over the world, and there is, there- 
fore, plenty of room for a local ‘manufacture. A small company 
might be formed at first to prepare and tin them on a moderate 
scale, but the European system should be strictly followed, so 
that in comparison with those imported into India little difference 
might be observed. 


q 
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InpIAN DEVELOPMENT.—A communication, dated 
the 14th January, has been received from the Public Works 
Department of the Government of India intimating that the 
Forbesgunge-Auclira-Ghat extension of the Assam-Behar section 
of the Eastern Bengal State railway, a distance of 134 miles, was 
opened for public passenger traffic on the 18th December 1890. 


Wueat Exports FROM THE CENTRAL PROVINCES OF 
Inp1a.—In marked contrast with the exports of wheat from the 
Central Provinces in 1888-89, which were by far the highest on 
record, the exports lust year were, says the Calcutta Englishman, 
much the lowest yet recorded. The figures for the two years 
were respectively 100 lakhs and 46 lakhs of maunds. The 
largest proportion of the falling off was from the Narbada 
Valley, and it is partly accounted for by the fact that the wheat 
from the north of the Saugor district went to the Indian Midland 
railway at Bina, instead of to the Great Indian Peninsula railway 
at Kareli. In Nimar and Chattisgarh, also, the exports were the 
lowest on record, although an excellent harvest prevented any 
considerable fall in Nagpur. It is believed that the deficiency 
was to be traced to a check in the demand for Indian wheat in 
foreign markets. In proof of this for the first time for many 
years, in spite of the poverty of the crop, the prices were no 
higher than in the previous year of plenty. Comparing the prices 
of wheat in the Central Provinces for the past five years, it appears 
that the effect of good harvests upon prices has been more than 
counterbalanced by the increased foreign demand. As long as 
exports rose prices rose, whatever the quality of the harvest; but 
with an exceptionally poor harvest last year, they ceased to rise, 
and the explanation offered is the supposed decrease in the foreign 
demand. 


Burmese Inpustry.—Of the local industries of Lower Burmah 
silk weaving and pottery are, says the Calcutta Englishman, 
the two most important. The first of these is carried on to a 
considerable extent. It is reported that 2,882 people are engayed 
in weaving in the Hanthawaddy district, and 990 and 2,993 in 
the two subdivisions of the Pegu district. Practically all the 
weaving is done for local use by women-in addition to their other 
household duties. In the Henzada district the weaving industry 
is carried on by Mainpuris, and.is said to be in a very flourishin 
condition. The manufacture of pottery is carried on in seve 
districts, the process being very primitive in Akyab, and more 
elaborate elsewhere. Besides these manufactures workers in 

old, silver, and iron are to be found in most parts of Lower 
wading and in a few places, among which the most important is 
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the town of Prome, the production of lacquer-ware is carried on 
to a considerable extent. The manufacture of gold ornaments is 
increasing, and Burmese silverwork and wood carving come more 
appropriately under the head of arts than of manufactures. In 
Upper Burmah weaving by hand is almost as universal as in the 
lower province, the texture woven being in most cases cotton 
cloth, though silk weaving is also carried on to a certain extent. 


Tue Coat Deposits or BurmMau.—The Calcutta Engishman 
for the 21st January says :—Burmah appears to be wonderfully 
rich in coal as well as oil, and if the cost of carriage from the 
interior is not excessive it should soon have abundance for 
export as well as for consumption. In the Upper Chindwin 
district there is a coal-field of which the estimated area is 175 
square miles. The seams are numerous, but the majority of them 
are not of great thickness, only a few measuring more than three 
feet, and only one ten feet. The coal, however, is of excellent 
quality, hard and bright, and makes good fuel. It has also been 
proved that coal exists in the Northern Shan States in workable 
quantities, and of such quality as to give a fair fuel, but it will 
be of no use unless the Shan States are crossed by a railway, as the 
cost of carting the coal down to the Irrawaddy would Le prohibitive. 
The outcrops of this coal are difficult to examine, as they are 
situated in the beds of rivers which are mostly under water. The 
probability is that there are numerous seams, but this can only be 
ascertained by boring. One seam has been found at least 30 feet 
in thickness, and it has been superficially raced for more than 
two miles. The coal is not of good quality, being light and 
liable to crack when dry, but it is possible that this is simply due 
to long exposure. 


Suear CULTIVATION IN BuRMAH.—The Rangoon Times, after 
referring to the large falling off in the exports of sugar from the 
Philippines and Netherlands India, due to insect ravages amongst 
the canes, says :—The sugar cane is capable of wide and excellent 
cultivation in Burmah, not only in such districts as Shwegyin, 
Cyoukpyvo, Sandoway, and Thongwa, but all along the sea face 
of the delta of the Irrawaddy on the thousand and one islands 
which the different tidal creeks form as they wend their way to 
the sea. 

Apart, however, from the question of exporting sugar, there is 
ample demand for the substance in the province, a demand which 
causes something like 22 or 23 lakhs of rupees to be sent out of 
the country annually to meet it adequately. The people of 
Burmah are just as fond of sugar, as a luxury, as any other people. 
In fact, they may be said to be as fond of sugar as they are of 
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tobacco, and sugar is to them not only « luxury but a necessity. 
Many of them are tea drinkers in the Chinese fashion, and the 
habit of drinking coffee is largely on the increase. The way they 
consume sugar in cakes is to take a mouthful of the caked sugar 
for every mouthful of tea or coffee they drink. Besides this, they 
have a great weakness for the cane, which they delight to chew, 
and they eat jaggery, or caked sugar, just as schoolboys at home 
consume sugar-candy or toffee. The local sugar market is there- 
fore at all times a brisk one, and as the province does not produce 
anything like a sufficient quantity for local consumption, very 
large importations are made of it from different parts. In 
addition to the supplies brought by the coasting trade there are 
supplies from the United Kingdom, the Straits Settlements, 
Mauritius, and China. Not long ago the imports coastwise 
exceeded 4,000 tons, while the foreign imports exceede! even 
that. Only last July there were imported some 558 t.:-, value 
Rs. 145,000 in round numbers. 

Under the pressure of local demand the area under sugar cane 
has advanced some 50 per cent, since the beginning of the last 
decade. In 1880 there were some 6,000 acres under cultivation 
in 1889 that area had increased to nearly 9,000 acres. Cane culti- 
vation is a very profitable investment. The cost of cultivating an 
acre of sugar cine averages Rs. 100, and the coarse brown sugar, 
obtained from the canes from an acre, fetches Rs. 300. This is 
the result of most slovenly procedure generally. Terhaps 


Shwegyin is an exception, but elsewhere weeding is seldom 
practised, the fields are never irrigated, and no manure is ever 
rought into use. If the crop were only grown as it should be 
the return would be very much more. It, therefore, now remains 
for the local government in the Agricultural Department to see 
to improving and extending the cultivation of the sugar cane in 


Burmah. 


InpustRiaL ENTERPRISE OF PrRaK.—A correspondent of 
the Pinang Gazette writes as follows with regard to industrial 
enterprise in Perak :— 

“There is vast room left for agricultural and cattle breeding 
enterprise which the country is well adapted for from its luxuriant 
growth of vegetation and, apparently, never-failing supply of 
water. Silk industry has been lately introduced by some Chinese 
and a Mr. Light, and the establishment of a silk mill company in 
this town will give an impetus to this trade which is yet in its 
infancy. There, however, appears to be one great drawback to 
all business in the Straits Settlements in the excessive wages paid 
for labour, which could be surmounted by flooding the country 
with emigrants from India with their families. There are thou- 
sands of them ready to come forward from Southern India, 
Mysore, and Coorg.” 


66141. E 
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CANADIAN TRADE IN 1890,—The annual report of the council 
of the Board of Trade of Montreal gives a good insight into the 
general condition of Canadian trade during the past year. It is 
thus summarised by the Canadian Gazette :— 


The year was not an altogether prosperous one, The lack of 
prosperity was probably caused by the partial failure of the wheat 
crop in Manitoba, which promised well until the time of reaping, 
but then suffered from frost and wet, and thus the quantity and 
value of the grain were reduced. The crops of coarse grain were 
also below the average throughout Canada. In the province of 
Quebec the agricultural interest suffered from a second year of 
poor crops, general business being seriously affected thereby. 

Bnt the year was a favourable one for dairy produce, the 
exports of cheese having largely increased. The cattle trade 
showed an increase of over 40 per cent. in the number of animals 
shipped, but exporters state that it was not a profitable year for 
them. The exports of lumber for the year from Montreal amounted 
to 179,306,860 feet, an increase of 40,000,000 over last year, 
The number of sea-going vessels arriving in port was 746, with a 
tonnage of 930,332. The value of exports was 32,027,176 dols., 
and of imports 44,102,786 dols, the Customs dues being 
9,201,426 dols. In the previous year the arrivals were 695, 
exports 32,638,270 dols., imports 47,191,888 dols., and duties 
9,321,981 dols. 

The export business in grain, while not quite so large as in the 
previous year, was much more profitable to those engaged in it. 
In the province of Quebec the crops were not good, being smaller 
probably than for many years, the yield of oats being so small 
that the Manitoba product is coming in to supply the deficiency, 
receipts from there having so far been very large. In Ontario 
there was a fair crop of wheat and peas, but not more wheat than 
that province is likely to require for local consumption, Prices 
commenced to advance early in the year, and ultimately reached a 
high level. Business in flour was throughout the year quiet, the 
chief point worthy of note being the considerable advance in the 
price of bakers’ flour caused by the small crop of Manitoba wheat 
in 1889. The circumstance that the wheat crop of Ontario was 
last year somewhat larger than for the three years previous has 
reduced the price of Ontario wheat to a somewhat lower level 
than that current for wheat in the United States, the result 
being that the Ontario millers have been able to compete with 
fair success for the export trade to Newfoundland and Great 
' Britain. The tolerably good outcome of the harvest in Manitoba 
has also brought down the price of wheat to a figure which 
enables the manufacturers of bakers’ flour to export their product 
to the British market. Prices are now at a comparatively low 
level, and the prospects for future business appear to be good, 
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CanapiAN PetroteuM.—The Monetary Times of Toronto, 
in its issue of the 6th February, says :— 

There is an increased production and inspection of Canadian 
petroleum, according to the report of the Inland Revenue Depart- 
ment for the 12 months ending 31st December 1890, as compared 
with two previous years. According to the Fetrolia Topic there 
is also a widening market for Canadian oil, and “ the figures give 
“a still better indication of the extent to which the market for 
“ the Canadian oils is widening than would the report of the 
“ shipments for the past year published in these columns a few 


“ weeks ago, as the oil inspected is usually packed and prepared 
“ for shipment.” 


The 1890 inspection shows a total of 236,768 barrels of 
45 gallons each, and 44,196 cases of 20 gallons each. In 1889 
the total number of barrels inspected was 220,960, and cases, 
38,344; while in 1888 the number in each case was still less, 
there having been 217,587 barrels, and 23,928 cases, inspected. 


Beer Corrure 1n Ontar10.—The Quebec Govern- 
ment recently appointed a commission, including Premier Mercier 
among its members, to proceed to France to inquire into the 
French sugar beet industry with a view to the improvement of 
the culture of the sugar beet in Quebec. Meanwhile the Ontario 
Government has been carrying out experiments at the Agricultural 
College at Guelph, and a bulletin just issued by the Ontario 
Department of Agriculture gives the results as reported by 
Mr. C. C. James, M.A., professor of chemistry at the Agricultural 
College, Guelph, and Mr, Wilfrid Skaife, B.A.Sc., Montreal, 
sugar manufacturer. The general conclusions of the latter 
gentleman are, says the Canadian Gazette, as follows:-— 

The analyses are valuable evidences of the fact that sugar beets 
of fine quality may be grown in many parts of Ontario with proper 
care. Wherever the roots were well cultivated, both as regards 
keeping them below the ground and keeping the soil loose, the 
result was satisfactory. ‘There are some instances also of roots 
sown in stony or very lumpy ground turning out well because of 
their being kept well below the surface. There are further 
instances of roots which have been well cared for, but have not 
succeeded owing to unsuitable soil or climate. But on the whole 
it may be said that the analyses would have averaged at least 
14°5 per cent. sugar had the printed instructions been carefully 
followed, and much higher had the roots been grown in large 
areas, so as to have the benefit to be derived from close planting. 
This they lost through being, in the vast majority of instances, 
planted in but one or two rows. The richest beets received were 
grown by Mr. R. Willis, of Whitby. The finest and most regular 
lot, and those which would probably give the highest yield of sugar 


per acre, were from Mr. Thomas Ballantyne, of Stratford. The 
E 2 
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most remarkable beet was sent by Mr. Aaron Schantz, of Waterloo, 
being 4 lbs. 8 ozs. in weight, and analysing 13:2 sugar, with 82°3 
purity coefficient. The general appearance of the samples, together 
with their net weight and analyses, seems to point to the general 
conclusion that the yield per acre in the province of Ontario would 
be higher than in Europe, while the per-centage of sugar would be 
as high under intelligent cultivation 


Mining Discovery In QuEeBEC.—A mineral discovery of 
unusual value is, says the Canadian Gazette, reported from 
Kamouraska. It is said that an entire mountain has been found 
composed of silicates, otherwise known as vitrifiable stone, of a 
purity certified by the provincial engineer to average 98 per cent. 
This material is used for the manufacture of the finest glass, and 
is believed to exist nowhere else on the American continent in 
such purity. The Provincial Government has been asked by a 
deputation to guarantee 4 per cent. interest for 10 years on 
20,0001. if a local company subscribes that amount to develop 
the new industry, and has promised to consider the request if the 
principal municipality concerned is prepared to take a fair share 
of the risk. 


British CoLuMBIA IN 1890.—The following retrospect of the 
condition of British Columbia in 1890 is taken from the Canadian 
Gazette for the 19th February :— 

British Columbia has probably made greater progress during 
1890 than any other part of Western Canada. The coast Cities 
have all made wonderful progress, especially Victoria, in building. 
The first roller flour-mill on the coast was established in Victoria 
during the year, and at Vancouver the establishment of a sugar 
refinery is an important item. At New Westminster and 
Vancouver there has been great development in the lumberin 
industry, the milling capacity having been greatly augmented. 
The salmon canneries had a most successful season, the run of 
fish having been large. A commencement has also been made in 
canning fruit, and this promises to become a great industry in the 
province within a few years. 

The city of Nanaimo has also made progress, though the unfor- 
tunate lock-out among the employés of one of the large coal- 
mining companies, which still continues, has retarded the growth 
of the place. A shoe factory and a powder-mill are the most 
important industries established at Nanaimo within the year. 
Electric street railways have been established at Victoria and 
Vancouver, and New Westminster will soon follow suit in this 
particular. The British Columbia sealers have had a fairly 
satisfactory year, higher prices making up for any shortages in 
the catch. It is a matter of satisfaction that no attempt was 
made to interfere with the rights of our sealers upon the high seas. 
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The great mineral wealth of British Columbia has attracted 
more attention than ever before, and considerable progress 
has been effected. A smelter has been established at Revel- 
stoke, and another at Golden, and the conditions are now 
favourable to more rapid development in mining. British 
Columbia undoubtedly possesses more undeveloped mineral wealth 
than any other country in the world, and now that it is attracting 
the attention of capitalists, great results may be looked for. 
Another matter worthy of note is the development of interior 
Lavigation, notably on the Columbia River. 


Oprum RerininG 1n British Cotump1a.—According to the 
Canadian Gazette, a new and flourishing business has sprung up 
in British Columbia, to wit, the refining of crude opium, which is 
afterwards smuggled into United States territory. Puget Sound, 
with its wide coast line and quiet waters, offers peculiar facilities 
for this business, and the officers of the United States Revenue 
Department are kept fully occupied. The duty on crude opium 
entering Canada is comparatively light. Parties in Victoria and 
Vancouver put it through the refining process, after which it sells 
for 7 dols.a pound. ‘The same article will sell in Tacoma or 
Seattle at 15 dols. a pound. Consequently there are fine returns 
to be realised by a successful smuggling expedition. 


Minerat Propucts or Barsapos.—The following notes 
respecting the economic products of Barbados are extracted from 
a report by Messrs J. B. Harrison and A. J. Jukes-Brown, 
published by authority of the Barbadian Legislature, and a copy of 
which has been received at the Board of Trade from the Colonial 
Office :-— 

Building Materials——The material of which Barbadian houses 
are built has hitherto been, almos: without exception, the coral rock 
which covers so large a part of the island, and the beds which have 
been usually chosen for this purpose are the soft oolitic freestones 
which are locally known as saw stones. 

Now the fine sandy clays which occur in the Scotland series, 
and are of considerable thickness, would make excellent bricks. 
Some of them also are quite fit for making fine tiles which could be 
used instead of the wooden shingles now employed for roofing. 
We would urge upon Barbadians the desirability of developing 
this industry, and of establishing brick and tile fields in the 
Scotland district without loss of time. 

Buildings constructed of the bricks which could be made in the 
island would be found to be drier than those made of coral rock, 
and should not require any exterral plastering, so that they would 
possess a much more pleasing colour and appearance. .: 


322 MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. (Mar. 1891. 


Lime-making.—In certain parts of the coral rock ' Barbados 
possesses excellent material for burning into lime, and as there is 
a great demand for lime throughout the West Indies a good 
export trade ought to be developed. The most suitable beds for 
making lime are the harder portions of the rock, which are now 
quarried in so many places for road metal. These beds contain 
from 96 to 98 per cent. of carbonate of lime, and the lime which 
is made from them is quite equal in quality to the best Bristol 
lime, which is at present the lime most favoured by West Indian 
planters. 

Siliceous Earths——In the middle portion of the Oceanic series 
beds of white Radiolarian earth occur, which are of exceedingly 
light specific gravity, and are almost purely siliceous. Such 
beds occur at Springfield, on Joses River estate, on Melvin’s 
Hill at Mount Hillaby, and below the Spring estate. This earth 
is now in-use as a boiler covering or felting through the British 
West Indies and in the most important works of British Guiana. 
No time should be lost in placing this Barbadian product before a 
wider market, especially as the writers are aware of the existence of 
extensive deposits of similar material elsewhcre in the West Indies. 

Another use for these siliceous earths is as a substitute for 
kieselguhr in the manufacture of dynamite, and the characters of 
some of the Barbadian samples appear to be admirably suited for 
this purpose. A third use to which these light siliceous earths 
can be put is the preparation of polishing powders, and their 
freedom from all gritty matter makes them peculiarly suitable 
for this purpose. 

They might also be used in the manufacture of sodium silicate 
on account of the easy solubility of the silica they contain. 
Lastly, they have been used with considerable advantage for 
accelerating the filtration of saccharine liquids in filter presses. 


Cement-making.—The lowest chalky beds of the Oceanic series 
possess a value which is derived partly from their chemical 
composition, and partly from the fact of their lying in thesouthern 
part of the Scotland district immediately upon the dark clays of 
the highest Scotland group. In these two deposits we have the 
materials for the manufacture of cement in juxtaposition. This 
ought to form the basis of an important industry, and should 
enable Barbabos to furnish the West Indies with a good and 
cheap cement at a moderate cost. 


Petroleum and Asphalt——Large quantities of petroleum occur 
in the clays and eandstones of the Scotland district. At present 
the industry of collecting and refining this substance is in a 
languishing condition, and it is chiefly employed as a lubricant, 
and as a constituent in certain quack medicines, 

Phosphates.—These do not occur in sufficient quantity to be of 
much commercial value, but the existence of guano and phos- 
phatised limestone in some of the caves which open on to the 
cliffs and slopes in the Western part of the island may be pointed 
out. The guanos contain from 6 to 20 per cent. of phosphate of 
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lime, and the phosphatic rock has from 60 to 80 per cent. These 
deposits are apparently due to the caves having been in former 
times the homes of a large numbers of birds, and not, as is usually 
assumed, to the accumulated excrements of the bats which now 
inhabit them. 


Ochres.—It is just worthy of mention that the clays at the top 
of the Oceanic series, from their diversity of colour and peculiar 
composition, are suitable for use as ochres, and are in fact so used 
by the inhabitants of that part of the island in which they occur. 


Forrien Trape oF Victoria in 1890.—A return showing 
approximately the value of all imports to and exports from the 
colony during 1890 has been compiled by the statistical branch of 
the Customs Department for the Secretary of Trade and Customs. 
This return, according to the Melbourne Age, shows that the value 
of the imports was 22,952,3761, and of the exports 13,227,6731. 
The value of the imports to the colony during 1889 was 
24,402,760, and of the exports 12,734,734 These figures are 
taken to indicate that during last year the trade of the colony was 
rather more healthy than during the preceding one, inasmuch as 
while the imports were less in value by almost 1,500,000/., the 
value of the exports was nearly 500,000/. greater than during the 
year preceding. 


Rattway Trarric Earnincs 1n New Soura Wares — 
In a communication to the Board of Trade, dated the 18th 
February, the Secretary to the New South Wales Government 
Agency forwards a statement of the Government railways and 
tramways revenue of New South Wales for the month and 11 
months ended 30th November last. 

According to this statement the earnings of the railways in 
November last amounted to 309,350/. as against 259,087/. for the 
corresponding month of 1889. In the 11 months the aggregate 
earnings were 2,430,562/., as compared with 2,306,271/. in 1889. 
The miles of line open in 1890 reached 2,182, against 2,171 in 
1889. 

As regards the tramways, the receipts for the month of 
November 1890 amounted to 23,0001., as against 22,2831. for the 
corresponding month of 1889. The aggregate receipts for the 
11 months were 248.921/., as compared with 234,658/. Length 
of lines open in 1890, 424 miles; in 1889, 394 miles. 


1n New Soutn 1n 1890.—The Melbourne 
Age says that the annual returns of the Sydney Mint show that 
during 1890 there were 804,123 ozs. of gold coined, as compared 
with 900,745 ozs. for 1889, the value being 2,943,6751/., as against 
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3,340,4732. The gold coin and bullion issued was valued at 
9,923,4761.,as against 3,322,7501. in the previous year. The new 
silver coin issued was valued at 35,175l., as against 22,3741. The 
worn silver withdrawn was valued at 2,8551., as against 3,2001. in 
the previous year. 


Gotp Exports rrom WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—In a summary 
of the official returns of the export of gold from Western 
Australia for the year 1890, the Perth Western Mail says: 

The total amount of gold sent out of the colony of Western 
Australia for the year 1890 reaches 22,810 ozs., which, at the 
rate of 3/. 17s. 6d. per 0z., comes to a value of 88,3882, a very 
respectable figure. But the most encouraging feature about the 
quantity exported is that it evinces a steady increase over the 
year 1889, as this latter year does also in its turn over its 
predecessor, 1888. For the last named year the amount exported 
was 3,493 ozs., of the value of 13,0987. In the year 1889 the 
quantity exported is set down at 50,092 ozs. For the year just 
expired the quantity exported, as we have said, was 22,810 ozs., 
with a value of 88,3887. Even allowing for the difference in the 
nominal values, the gold sent away this year shows an increased 
yield of more than 50 per cent. as compared with what was raised 
last year. Nor is this the only agreeable feature connected with last 
year’sreturns. The last quarter of 1890 is much the larger of the 
four. The four quarters run as foliows : first quarter, 3,171 ozs. ; 
second quarter, 6,586 ozs.; third quarter, 4,415 ozs.; and the 
fourth and last, 8,636 ozs. It will be seen from this statement 
that, putting uside the second quarter, there has been a regular 
growth from first to last. Nor is it likely that succeeding years 
will show any falling off from what has been achieved in the last 
quarter of 1890. 


PorutaTion OF ‘asmanta.— According to the Sydney 
Morning Herald for the 22nd January, the Registrar-General 
of Tasmania has published a table in which he gives particulars 
of the population statistics of that colony for 1890, as compared 
with those of 1889. The total population of Tasmania is estimated 
at 156,622, being an increase of 5,152 over that of 1889. Births, 
total, 4,814, an increase of 63; and deaths number 2,119, an 
increase of 17 over 1889. The immigration column for 1890 
shows arrivals to the number of 29,517, as against 23,443, being 
an increase of 6,074; and the emigration gives a total of 27,070, 
compared with 20,771, an increase of 6,299 to the credit of the 
year just closed. The excess of immigration over emigration was 
2,447 in 1890, and 2,672 in 1889, so that in this respect there is 
a decrease in number of 225. 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mar. 1891.] MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 325 


Export oF British Guiana.—In a retrospect of the 
foreign trade of British Guiana in 1890, the Demerara Argosy for 
the 3rd January says that the export returns for the year show 
as follows:-—Sugar, 117,091 hogsheads; rum, 20,297 puns. ; 
molasses, 22,914 casks; timber, 332,098 feet; charcoal, 60,502 
barrels ; cocoanuts, 196,113 ; shingles, 1,272,250 ; ballata, 
226,807 lbs.; gold, 62,615 ozs.; cocoa, 20,237 Ibs. 

The above form the principal items in the British Guiana 
export list, and in reference thereto it may be added that the 
export of sugar is 11,338 hogsheads: below that of the previous 
year; but that rum shows an increased shipment of over 
2,200 puns.; molasses aré about 132 casks higher last year 
than 1889; and timber, charcoal, and cocoanuts are also in 
excess ; cocoa exhibits a very large increase, the export last year 
being more than four times that of 1889; but the most noticeable 
item in the schedule of exports is gold, the statistics for the year 
showing that more than double the quantity of ore was shipped 
in 1890 than during 1889. By way of demonstrating the rapidity 
with which the gold industry has developed from a merely 
incidental position on the list of the colony’s articles of export 
to that of “second best,” we may introduce here the following 
comparative figures :— 


Export. Value. 

Ozs. Dols. 
1884 - - - 250 4,894 
1885 - 939 15,596 
1886 - - - 6,518 112,042 
1887 - 11,906 213,252 
1888 - - - 14,570 266,718 
1889 - - - 28,282 524,325 
1890 - - ~ 62,615 1,124,759 


PostaL AND TELEGRAPH StTaTIsTICS OF CoLtony.— 
The Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette for the 30th 
January — statements issued from the General Post Office 
at Cape 'Town, showing the telegraph traffic and revenue and the 
postal revenue of Cape Colony in 1890. As regards the tele- 

aphs, the statements show that the number of paid messages 
Jenpitahed in 1890 was 876,396, of Government messages, 96,839, 
and of railway messages, 318,749. The total revenue from 
telegraphs was 72,746/., including 67,6282. traffic receipts and 
5,118/ private wire rentals. e number of paid messages 
despatched in 1889 was 1,083,195, and the total revenue 94,9297. 

The statement of postal revenue sbows that postage produced 
158,311/.; commission on money orders, 8,789; and poundage - 
on postal notes, 4727. As compared with 1889, the receipts from 
postage increased by 14,6411. 
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Rattway TRAFFIC EaRNINGS IN THE Care or Goop 
Horr.—Communications have been received from the Agent- 
General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting copies of a 
comparative statement, from which it appears that the traffic 
earnings on Cape Government railways during the month of 
November last amounted to 122,199/., as compared with 159,996/. 
for the corresponding month of 1889, and during the month of 
December to 143,523/., as against 169,540/. for the corresponding 
month in 1889. The total traffic earnings for the year 1890 is 
given at 1,896,545/., as against 1,759,832/. for the previous 
12 months. 


REVENUE RETURNS OF THE CAPE oF Goop Horr.—A 
communication, dated the 9th March, has been received from the 
Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copies of 
comparative statements from which it appears that the revenue 
(unaudited) received in the month of January last amounted to 
352,959/., showing a nett decrease of 68,465/. over the amount 
for the corresponding month of 1890. For the seven months ended 
January 1891, the revenue was 2,364,2041., the nett decrease over 
the corresponding amount in 1890 being 110,602I. 


TrapDE AND Surprinc Rerurns or Natat 1n 1890.— 
According to the returns of the foreign trade and shipping in 
Natal in 1890, recently issued by the Colonial Secretary, it would 
appear that the total value of the imports was 4,417,085/, as 
compared with 4,527,015/ in 1889. The imports included 
Government stores and railway material to the value of 610,356. 
The total value of the exports in the same period was 1,379,6571., 
against 1,656,3182 in 1889. Import duties realised 321,245/. in 
1890, and 355,943/., having decreased by more than 30,0001. 
Ships entered inwards to the number of 538 and with a tonnage 
of 514,252 tons. The number of those cleared outwards was 
551, with a total tonnage of 551,747 tons. 


TrRaDE oF THE ORANGE Free Srate.—The following is 
extracted from the Cape Argus (weekly edition) for the 
4th February :— 

The value of goods entered for removal and removed to the 
Orange Free State for consumption therein during the quarter 
ended the 31st December was 170,8671, as compared with 
82,0771. in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. For 
the half-year the figures were 387,780/., as against 137,029/. in 
the corresponding half of 1889. There has, of course, been no 

t forward movement in the ordinary trade of the Free State, 
although such trade is in a sound condition. 
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VIII—THE IRON ORES OF AUSTRALIA. 


The following information on the subject of Australian iron 
ores is extracted from the last report of the United States 
Consul at Sydney :— 

New South Wales, with the exception of New Zealand, is the 
only colony in the Australian group that possesses extensive iron 
deposits. These deposits are found at Wallerawang, Lithgow, 
Mittagong, Mount Lambie, Berrima, Illawarra, and in various 
other parts of the colony. Both coal and lime are found in most 
places near at hand. At Wallerawang there are immense masses 
and veins of magnetite, with garnet iron-stones. There are also 
rich veins of red and brown hematite. Professor Liveridge, of 
the Sydney University, who recently made analyses of the iron 
ores of New South Wales, states that the magnetite ores average 
40°87 per cent. of metallic iron, the garnet iron-stones, 21 per 
cent., the brown hematites from 37°84 to 51°82 per cent., and 
the clay bands 49°28 to 56 per cent. of iron. Vast deposits of 
brown hematite exist near the junction of the Hawkesbury and 
Wianamatta formations. Large deposits of magnetite are found 
on the Bogan and Lachlan rivers. On the Southern railway 
line there are extensive deposits of brown hematite, with 
coal-measures near to them. This, of course, adds to their 
value, as it is a matter of great importance to have the two 
together for smelting purposes, for, if either the coal or iron has 
to be carried any distance, the cost of freight and cartage, which 
is very high in Australia, would render it impossible to manu- 
facture iron at remunerative rates. Brown hematite ore is also 
found in the rich coal-fields of Bulli and other parts of the 
Illawarra district. The ore at Bulli, as well as at Eskbank, and 
Lithgow is very rich, and ae over 50 per cent. of iron. 
Bog-iron ore exists in considerable quantities at Mittagong. It 
is usually of a porous ochrey nature. 

Mittagong is situated in one of the richest mineral and 

ricultural districts in New South Wales. It lies at an altitude 
of 2,069 feet above the sea. The district throughout abounds 
in deposits of iron, coal, shale, manganese, lime, and fire-clay, 
The shale near Mittagong contains a higher per-centage of 
kerosene than any other hitherto found. About 15 miles from 
the town are situated the Australian Kerosene and Mineral 
Company’s works. The company occupy 2,000 acres of land, 
upon which there is a proved seam estimated to contain 
200,000,000 tons of kerosene shale, besides an unlimited quantity 
of coal and other minerals, 

Iron ore exists at Berrima, in the same county as Mittagong, 


and it is said to be even richer than that found at Mittagong. 
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The Government, on account of the favourable reports of the 
iron seams at Mittagong and other parts of Camden county, 
have taken steps to ascertain the number of iron deposits, and 
to define their position, extent, and contents, and full particulars 
as to their ownership. Various specimens of iron from this 
county were analysed by the Government analyst during the 
year 1889, and they yielded from 40 to 62 per cent. of iron. 

Iron ore is found near Bathurst, one of the most important 
of the inland cities of New South Wales. 

Red hematite (specular iron) is also found in abundance in 
various parts of the colony, particularly in the so-called “ red 
hills,” occurring in the New England tin district. It is also found 
near Sydney and in the Illawarra district. A specimen of this 
ore gave 90°55 per cent. of iron sesquioxide, its specific gravity 
being 4°49. Continuous seams of magnetite from 30 to 40 feet 
in thickness have been opened up in the Illawarra district, near 
the railroad, with an abundant supply of coal, lime, and clay 
bands. 

Iron pyrites also exist in many parts of the colony. It is 
found in well-formed crystals in the Manilla and Namoi rivers, 
county Darling. Interesting concretions occur in the Sunny 
Corner silver fields, on Mitchell’s Creek, in which the vein stuff 
is black, green, brown, and red. Some of these veins are from 
40 to 50 feet in width. Professor Liveridge states that in some 
respects these concretions of iron pyrites resemble the calcareous 
concretions of the London clay known as septaria and used in the 
manufacture of hydraulic cement. Well-formed cubes partially 
decomposed in brown hematite are common in many deposits 
with gold, and are known to the miners by the name of the 
“devil's dice.” All specimens of iron pyrites which Professor 
Liveridge examined contained traces of gold, and in some instances 
gold was found in considerable quantities. Fluted rhombic 
erystals occur with arsenical and common pyrites (auriferous) on 
the Sholehaven river. 

There are various other kinds of iron of more or less commercial 
value found throughout the colony. Chrome iron exists in abun- 
dance at Tamworth and on the Gwydir river and its tributaries, 
also at Gordon Brook, Armidale, &c. At Tamworth there isa 
vein of chrome iron 40 feet thick, specimens of which showed 
upon analysis 64°72 per cent. of chromium sesquioxide and 21°11 
per cent. of iron protoxide. Professor Liveridge states that this 
vein could be easily and profitably worked. The chief obstacle, 
however, to the working of chromium, or, indeed, of any other 
kind of iron in the colony, is the high cost of labour. 

Rich seams of magnetic iron ore are found at the iron-stone 
mountain, Port Stephens, where there is a magnificent harbour, 
80 miles north-east of Sydney. 

The richness of New South Wales iron ores has been for a long 
time well known and acknowledged by experts; but the high cost 
.of labour, as previously mentioned, is a serious obstacle in the way 
of working the deposits economically, and then, in addition, there 
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is the heavy expense connected with the erection of smelting works, 
Moreover, the value of iron, on account of its bulk, is small when 
compared with that of other metals; but notwithstanding these 
obstacles several syndicates have been formed for the purpose of 
working the ores. Mr.J, Mitchell, member of the New South Wales 
Parliament, states that much of the ore at those places is richer 
than that imported into England from Spain. When iron-works 
were first started in New South Wales, the cost of coal at the 
mines was 15 dollars per ton. It can be obtained at 97 cents per 
ton now. Mr. Mitchell says that no aid will be required from the 
Government either by bonuses, import duties, or privileges of any 
kind whatever, and that the usual colonial rate of wages will be 
paid to the miners. 

Mr. Mitchell, while in Europe, secured the services of a Scotch 
iron expert for the purpose of reporting on the iron-maki 
capabilities of New South Wales. This expert, after visiting all 
the principal places where iron is found, reported very favourably 
in regard to A sg He said that he was fully satisfied that iron 
could be manufactured at a profit without reducing wages or 
interfering with the eight hours system. He does not, however, 
advise the investment of capital in the industry until a better 
understanding can be arrived at between capital and labour than 
at present exists in Australia, There are, however, many who 
contend that, leaving the labour question out altogether, it 
will be impossible to manufacture iron and steel without the 
assistance of an import tax, which, it is said, should not be less 
than 9°73 dollars per ton. 
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IX.—AUSTRALASIAN RAILWAYS, 


The Comptroller of the Accounts of the South Australian 
railways has prepared a comparative table of statistics of the 
Australasian lines owned by the State. The Adelaide Observer 
for the 3rd January gives the following summary of this table :— 

The returns are not all made up to the same date, but they 
are sufficiently near not to destroy the value of. the comparison. 
For South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and Queensland 
the figures are for the year ending June 30th, 1890; for New 
Zealand, for the 12 months ending March 31st, 1890; and for 
Tasmania and Western Australia for the year 1889. It is verv 
gratifying to find that the South Australian railways compare in 
almost every respect most favourably with the other Australasian 
systems. The total mileage open for traffic, the mileage open for 
every thousand of the population, and the population for every 
mile opened depend very largely on local circumstances, which 
must necessarily control the railway policy of a colony. On these 
points, therefore, a comparison is apt to be misleading, but even 
as regards them South Australia takes a good position. ‘Lhis 
will be more apparent when we come to the traffic returns and 
working expenses. Our own railways have been constructed at 
less cost per mile than those of any other colony except Western 
Australia. In this comparison several things have to be taken 
into account. We are not sure whether in every instance the 
cost includes the complete equipment as it does in South Australia 
If it does not, the result is the more favourable to us, Leaving 
out Western Australia, whose 188 miles have averaged 4,234. 
per mile, South Australia takes the lowest place, the average 
being 6,398/7. Queensland comes next, her average being 6,420/. ; 
but it must be noted that the whole of her 2,112 miles are of the 
3 ft. 6 in. gauge, while nearly a third of South Australia’s 
1,610 miles is of the 5 ft. 3 in. gauge. New Zealand has built 
1,809 miles, all narrow gauge, at an average of 7,767. Tasmania’s 
204 miles have averaged 7,578/. The average per mile in 
Victoria, where the gauge is 5 ft. 3 in., is 13,9161; and New 
South Wales, where the gauge is 4 ft. 84 in., comes at the head 
of the list with an average cost of 14,003/. per mile. 

The cost of railway construction has an important bearing upon 
the profitableness of the traffic. Another question that arises is 
the character of the works. There are railways and railways, and 
it is knportant to know what we have to show for our money as 
well as what we had to pay. One test is the working expenses 
per train mile and per mile opened; but here again there may be 
several modifying circumstances. It is an undoubted disadvantage 
to have two gauges and several terminal ports as we have in 
South Australia, and these conditions add to the cost of working. 
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On the other hand, assurming the railways to be well made, the 
working expenses will a to a large extent on the age of the 
line and the rolling-stock and the amount of the traffic. We 
have no means of knowing how far these considerations affect the 
figures in the statistics, but we suspect they would not materially 
modify the results as given. The total earnings and the working 
expenses per train mile were respectively as follows :—In South 
Australia, 75°82d. and 38°42d,; in Victoria. 63°84d. and 43°46d.; 
in New South Wales, 78°90d. and 49°91d. ; in Queensland, 54:°57d. 
and 39°73d.; in New Zealand, 91°50d. and 57:13d. The earnings 
and the working expenses per average mile open were respectively 
as follows:--In South Australia, 658/. and 3331; in Victoria, 
1,3441. and 9152; in New South Wales, 1,209/. and 765/.; in 
Queensland, 413/. and 3001: in New Zealand, 610/ and 380/. 
Both these comparisons speak well for the South Australian 
railways. There is another that is even more satisfactory. A 
railway system may yield a big revenue, but return only a small 

rofit in consequence of the heavy outlay for working expenses. 

he per-centage of working expenses to revenue was as follows : 
—In South Australia, 50°68; in Victoria, 68°08; in New South 
Wales, 63:26; in Queensland, 72°81 ; and in New Zealand, 62°32. 
The cost of construction and the proportion of working expenses 
to capital will of course determine the net profit yielded. In this 
respect South Australia distanced all competitors for the period 
under review. Our own railways yielded 5:03 per cent. on the 
capital cost; in Victoria, the return was 3°14 per cent.; in New 
South Wales, 3°28; in Queensland, 1°70; and in New Zealand, 
2°98, It will not be forgotten that the South Australian railways 
have profited very largely by the Broken Hill traffic, which, 
without doubt, properly belongs to South Australia, although the 
district is in New South Wales. 

In countries where the railways are owned by the State they 
are constructed not only or chiefly with a view to profit, but 
mainly to facilitate the development of the territory and provide 
facilities for passenger and goods traffic. If they serve the last- 
named purposes well, there is no room for serious complaint even 
if the profit made is comparatively small. It must be admitted 
that as regards the passenger traffic the South Australian lines 
do not come out so well as could be wished. We connot institute 
comparisons with Queensland and New South Wales, since the 
returns for those colonies do not include season tickets, In 
Victoria the number of passengers carried by ordinary and season 
tickets was equal to nearly 64 times the approximate population 
of the colony; in New South Wales it was nearly 153 times 
the population ; and in South Australia it was about 144 times the 
population. We may state the comparison in another way. In 
Victoria the passenger traffic yielded rather more than 46 per 
cent. of the gross earnings; in New South Wales and in New 
Zealand the proportion was nearly 34 per cent.; in Queensland 
it was rather more than 26 per cent.; and in South Australia it 
was not quite 24 per cent. The large passenger traffic in Victoria 
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is easily accounted for. Her suburban system carries an enormous 
number of persons daily. Victoria makes the best of her seaside 
and other places of resort. The travelling facilities are good, and 
attractions are offered to induce people to go to these places, 
and there is no doubt they are largely patronised by visitors from 
the other colonies as well as by Victorians. In these respects 
there is room for very great improvement in South Australia. We 
have some seaside resorts in the colony equal in point of natural 
advantages to any in Victoria; but the journey to them even 
when they can be reached by railway is tedious, and when the 
visitor gets there he is thrown entirely upon his own resources, 
No wonder that we fail to attract visitors from the other colonies 
as we might do, and that our own people when seeking recreation 
and change prefer to go where their comfort is a little more 
studied. We have not space for a detailed reference to the other 
comparisons included in the statistics. With the exception of the 
passenger traffic the figures are highly creditable to South 
Australia, They show that our railways have been economically 
constructed, that they are skilfully managed, and that as a large 
business undertaking they provide facilities for the conveyance of 
goods and passengers, and at the same time yield a handsome 
contribution to the revenue over and above the outlay for working 
expenses and interest. Seeing that we are at present only a mere 
= of people we have every reason to be proud of these 
results. 
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X.—FRUIT-GROWING IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


The following information on the subject of fruit-growing in 
New South Wales is extracted from a pamphlet which has 
recently heen issued by the Board of Agriculture :— 


Much encouragement is given to. the production of fruit by the 
Department of Agricuiture in New South Wales, as may be 

thered from a report of the Conference of Fruit Growers and 
Vine Growers held at Sydney in 1890, and presided over by the 
Hon. S. Smith, Secretary for Mines and Agriculture. 

At this conference, held in June, among the subjects for 
discussion were :—The present state of fruit cultivation, and the 
best means of improving it. Planting of new orchards and vine- 
yards. Pests—animal, insect, and fungoid—and weeds; the best 
means, legislative or otherwise, of keeping them in subjection. 
Friendly insects; the best means of recognising and encouragin 
them. The selection of varieties of fruits most suited to the 
respective districts for cultivation for commercial purposes. 
Improved methods of packing, transport, and market accommoda- 
tion for fruit. Greater facilities for obtaining knowledge of the 
markets of the world. 

In his address the Secretary for Agriculture said that he was 
anzious to galvanise into constant activity the Agricultural 
Societies and Fruit Growers Unions throughout the colony. 
** T need not,” he said, “ descant upon the importance of the fruit 
** trade to this colony. When we reflect that Great Britain last 
“* year imported fruit dried and green to the value of 6,000,000/,, 
** it is evident that there is a very big market for export to our 
own kinsfolk alone ; but on observing that we ourselves had to 
import from America, England, and our neighbouring colonies 
“ fruits, jams, &c. to the value of 386,2471, as against exports to 
“ the extent of 250,4691., it is at once evident that we have not 
yet reached the stage when we need fear over-production. We 
are peculiarly well situated in regard to climate and soils for 
“ fruit, for I think I am right in saying that between the Rich- 
“ mond River and the Monaro Plains we can grow almost every 
* fruit that we can desire, from the tropical mango to the hardy 
“ gooseberry. The area of our orchards and orangeries increased 
“ Jast year from 27,162 acres to 28,671 acres; of vineyards from 
“ 7,072 acres to 7,867 acres, producing 192,827 gallons of wine 
“ and 2,951 tons of grapes. We imported wine to the value of 
“ 116,6662, and exported wine to the extent of 37,2227. And yet 
‘* it is an undeniable fact that there are places in New South 
“© Wales where it does not pay to grow fruit; where it is a dru 
‘“‘ in the market. Distance from a good market, and high rates, 
‘“* make it practically useless as a crop.” 

The Secretary for Agriculture, in view of this fact, suggests 
that more of the surplus fruit might be utilised by an extension 
of the preserving or “canning” system, which would at the same 
time diminish the bill for imported preserved fruits. He pointed 
out that the fruit-growers of Sydney had the good luck to be at 
the antipodes of their greatest customer, England, and ought, 

66141. F 


| 
| 
| 


334 FRUIT*-GROWING IN NEW SOUTH WALES.  [Mar. 1891. 


therefore, under improved conditions, to be able to supply her 
when her market is barest. 

Every effort is being made to make fruit-growing profitable in 
New South Wales, and the chief means to this end appear to be 
the development of the export trade, which will, it is said, make it 
into an “enormous industry.” At present, however, there are 
many difficulties to be contended with in shipping fruit to England 
and to other countries. The steamship companies do not offer 
special facilities for the conveyance of fruit, and complaints were 
made at the conference of fruit having been spoiled in-transit by 
tho negligence of shipping companies., The first attempts in the 
direction of shipping fruit to England were complete failures. In 
1887 exporters were disheartened on account of the shipping 
companies allowing the fruit to become frozen, which rendered it 
worthless on being taken from the cool room. 

It was reported that fruit-dealers in England are arranging to 
send out special steamers for Australian fruit, and hopes were 
expressed that the fruit-growers would co-operate with them so 
that regular shipments may be made. A large trade in fruit is 
said to be possible between New South Wales and New York, 
seeing that this city imports annually 3,000,000 cases of fruit from 
the Mediterranean, or four times as much as London imports from 
thence. This fruit, of course, comprises oranges, grapes, and sub- 
tropical fruits, and not apples and other hardy kinds. From the 
general tone of the remarks which fell from the speakers at this 
conference it would seem that the colony, at all events in its more 
southern portions, is more fitted for the production of oranges, 
mangoes, pine-apples, and similar fruits on account of its warm 
climate. Apples and pears do better in the colder and more 
northern provinces, but, generally speaking, the summer tempera- 
ture is too high for the trees, which are kept as low as possible, in 
fact dwarfed and bushy, for if the sun penetrates to the bark of 
the trees it will blister it. 

The climate generally of New South Wales is different from 
that of Tasmania, from whence such fine apples are sent to 
England in the early summer. In Tasmania, especially in the 
great fruit district near Hobart Town, the climate is temperate 
and admirably suited for all hardy fruits, while in New South 
Wales the summer season is excessively hot and scorching, and 
long droughts occur frequently, to the destruction of wheat and 
other crops occasionally, and to the great detriment of sheep 
owners. Several consignments of apples, however, have been 
received from Sydney in the English markets. They were not so 
bright or so good as those from Tasmania, and made 10 per cent. 
less money. Pears both from New South Wales and Tasmania 
have hitherto arrived in bad condition, and have not paid the 
expenses of freight. 

The exportation of fruit from New South Wales to England. 
will, it is considered, consist principally of oranges, lemons, 
grapes, bananas, and such kinds of fruit peculiar to warm latitudes, 
and of canned or preserved fruits. 
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XI—AMERICAN DAIRY EXPORTS. 


The following report on the subject of American dairy exports 
has recently been issued from the Board of Agriculture :— 

The United States Department of Agriculture has given 
publicity, in the December bulletin of the Statistical Section of 
that office, to an address delivered by Mr. J. R. Dodge, the 
Statistician of the Department, at the annual meeting of the New 
York Dairymen’s Association, on the question of the exportation 
of American dairy products. As this address contains some 
references to the possibilities and direction of a future expansion 
of the American export trade in cheese and butter, and some notice 
of the development of the manufacture of butter substitutes as 
affecting the markets for dairy produce outside of the United 
States, it has appeared of sufficient interest to justify a summary 
notice. 

It may be premised that although American butter does not at 
present form an important section of the dairy imports of the 
United Kingdom, about 43 per cent. of the receipts of foreign 
cheese shown in our annual imports come from the United States, 
The recent figures as regards our importation from America are 
as under :— 


Butter. Cheese. 
Year. Total Imports Of which Total Imports Of which 
into United | into United | pom 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwrts. 
1886 1,543,000 42,000 1,735,000 856,000 
1887 1,513,000 52,000 1,837,000 761,000 
1888 1,671,000 24,000 1,918,000 812,000 
1889 1,928,000 110,000 1,908,000 826,000 


Mr. Dodge prefaces his statement by indicating to his country- 
men that any future profitable expansion of their foreign trade in 
agricultural products must be sought in a development of the 
production of those of high value in proportion to weight, rather 
than in any addition to the export of crude and bulky commo- 
dities. He points out, in terms that are not without significance 
to agriculturists here, that when corn is worth 8 dols. per ton, it 
is folly to pay for transportation four or five thousand miles in 
preference to shipping it in beef, worth 180 dols. per ton, in 
cheese at 200 dols., or butter at 250 dols. The agricultural 
exports of the United States are practically confined to cotton 
and tobacco, to meat, breadstuffs, and dairy products. Of these 
the cotton is worth as much as cheese, or 200 dols. per ton; tobacco 
averages 180 dols. per ton. ‘ Wheat,” continues Mr. Dodge 
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“ with a value in the garner of only 30 dols. per ton, is not worth 
“ shipping to meet the competition of the rudest and lowest agri- 
“ gulture of the world, and its exportation will gradually decline. 
“ Tt is only sustained now by the exigencies of a primitive and 
“ slovenly system of agriculture.” 

The Statistician also maintains that the reckless waste of plant 
food involved in the export of primitive products, tends to sterilisa- 
tion of the soil, and a consequent reduction of its rate of yield. 
“ We are learning slowly,” he says, “ the avoidance of this waste ; 
“ in cotton, by making oil of the seed, and feeding the oil cake, 
“ exporting only the fibre, which contains little that is exhaustin 
“ to fertility ; in wheat, by milling, and retaining the bran me | 
“ shorts for use of dairymen and other feeders; in corn, by trans- 
“ formation into pork, and returning to the soil a large proportion 
“ of its elements; in milk, by sending only cream to butter 
“ factories, and retaining nearly all that proves exhaustive. We 
cannot afford to export or waste otherwise the fertility gained in 

“ a thousand years of grcwth and decay of vegetation. It is the 
“ capital of the farm that should be held as a sacred heritage for 
“ the use of future generations, and not squandered prodigally, 
« but increased by every means offered by scientific agriculture.” 

Seventy years ago more butter than cheese was exported from 
the United States. Since 1842 these positions have been reversed. 
For the past 20 years the aggregate export of cheese has been 
from four to six times that of butter. During the war period 
the exports of butter, which had previously averaged less than 
4,000,000 Ibs. yearly, reached an average of 26,000,000 Ibs. ; but 
in the decade following 1865, the mean annual trade again only 
-exceeded very slightly 4,000,000 lbs. In 1877 the butter exports 
rose to 22,000,000 Ibs., and have since fluctuated widely between 
10,000,000 Ibs. and 40,000,000 lbs., touching their highest point 
‘in 1880 and their lowest in 1888. An extraordinary stimulus 
both in the product and export of cheese is noted as due to the 
rise and development of the cheese-factory system. For the past 
40 years the total American exports of each of these commudities 
‘for complete decades have fluctuated in round numbers, as 
under :— 


Decades. Butter. Cheese. 
Lbs. Lbs. 
1851-60 36,300,000 78,500,000 
1861-70 133,900,000 446,500,000 
1871-80 152,400,009 999,900,000 
1881-90 188,200,000 1,041,600,000 


A closer analysis of the Statistician’s figures in single years for 
the latest decade exhibits, however, a notable decline. Although 
the exports of 1890 show some increase of cheese over the 
immediately preceding years, the total of that season is not two- 
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thirds of the export of 1881. The exports of butter were reduced 
by more than one-half between 1881 and 1882, and with several 
fluctuations have only in 1890 approached the total of the earlier 
of these two years. The figures of exports, together with the 
mean prices, for each year of the last ten, are given as under :— 


Butter. A Cheese. 
Years. 
— Price per lb. _—- Price per Ib. 
Pounds. Cents. Pounds. Cents. 

1881 31,560,500 19°8 147,995,600 ll‘l 
1882 14,794,300 19°4 127,989,700 11°0 
1883 12,348,641 18°5 99,220,400 11°2 
1884 20,627,374 18°2 ‘ 112,869,500 10°3 
1885 21,683,148 16°8 111,992,900 9°53 
1886 18,953,990 15°6 91,877,200 8°3 
1887 12,531,171 15°8 81,255,900 9°3 
1888 10,455,651 18-0 88,008,400 9°9 
1889 15,504,978 16°5 84,999,800 9°3 
1890 29,748,042 14°1 95,376,000 9°0 


It will be seen from the above table that in the last decade the 
year of largest butter exports, in 1881, was also that when the price 
was highest; but, nevertheless, the price was also high, in fact, the 
highest of the last six years, in the year of the smallest recorded 


export, 1888. The advanced prices of the first three years. 


Mr. Dodge seems to attribute in some degree to the result of the- 


partial failures of the crops of Western Europe, and in 1881 to. 
the scarcity then prevailing in the United States in consequence. 


of the severe drought. 


Most of the decline in the price of butter, not thus accounted: 


for, is, in Mr. Dodge’s opinion, held to be due to the competition 


of imitation butters and oleomargarine oil. In the price of 


cheese, he ascribes it to the spurious and sophisticated forms 
which are compounds of curds destitute of most of their butter fats 
and fortified by various animal fats. Some idea of the flourishing 
condition of the trade in butter substitutes is furnished by the. 
fact that in the six years from 1884 to 1889 the United States. 
exported an annual average of nearly 40,000,000 lbs. of oleo-. 
margarine oil and a million or two of sophisticated butter, while 
in 1890 the aggregate rose to 70,000,000 Ibs., or more than all. 
the exports of butter for the last four years. “ Our exports,” says 
the Statistician, “have degenerated into wholesale shipments of 
“ bull butter. It is the butter of the abattoir that goes abroad. 
“© The story of the trade is a tale of tallow. It is no longer a 
‘ product of the udder, or even a melting of suet, but a rendering 
** of all available animal fats, which takes the place of butter. It 
* sells for three-fourths of the price of the kinds of butter 
“ exported in quantities from two to four times as great. Its 
“ manufacturers claim that it is quite as palatable and wholesome 
as the article it displaces. There is plausible ground for the 
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“ contention, at least as to a portion of the butter product sent 
abroad.” 

In April 1888 a leaflet (Agr. 17, 1888) was issued by the 
Agricultural Department of the Privy Council, directing attention 
to the extensive adulteration of American cheese. In the course 
of his present address, Mr. Dodge remarks that early in last year 
a communication was received by the American Secretary of 
Agriculture, from the secretary of the Liverpool Provision Trade 
Association, complaining of the exportation from the United 
States of “ filled cheese,” a compound of “ skim milk and grease, 
“ such as old butter, oleomargarine, or lard, the main ingredient 
“ being at present stale butter, on account of the belief of the 
“ manufacturers that they can thus defy the analyst.” He 
expresses himself in favour of the proposed prohibition of the 
manufacture of filled cheese in the Western States, as has been 
done already in the State of New York, urging that such prohibi- 
tion could not be more important to the Liverpool Association 
than to the honest cheese makers of the United States. 

The reduction in price of dairy products are, the Statistician 
maintains, mainly accounted for by natural causes affecting 
production and supply rather than by any general tendency to 
lower values. In support of this argument he asserts that the 
average price of British imports of butter for three years past 
have not been exceeded, and have been equalled only in 1881, 
during the decade; while in cheese the reduction is certainly due 
in part to the injurious effect of low grade goods upon the general 
average. 

In examining the relative importance of the market open to 
the American farmer, the annual consumption of butter per 
head in the United States is estimated by the Statistician at 
16 lbs., while he intimates that that of Europe is not thought to 
be more than one-third as much. The only countries approaching 
the head rate of butter consumption of the United States are 
Scandinavia and Great Britain. Of the total British imports of 
butter in 1889 the United States supplied less than 6 per cent. 
at an average price of 17°7 cents per lb., this rate being lower 
than that paid to any other country with the exception of the 
British East Indies, which received 12°2 cents per |b. “The 
fact,” says Mr. Dodge, “that the annual cost of British imports 
“ of butter in 1889, including that received from this country, 
“ averaged 23 cents, while our exports of the last year averaged 
“ only 14°1 cents at the ports of shipment, tells a stury of low 
“ grade, poor quality, rancidity, and depreciation of pecuniary 
“return that is discreditable to the enterprise of American 
 dairymen and injurious to the reputation of our dairy products 
“toa degree that is not deserved, because these exports do not 
“ represent the average quality of the goods used in our home 
consumption.” 

While the exports of butter from the United States are insigni- 
ficant compared with production, scarcely 1 lb. in 50, the foreign 
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trade in cheese amounts to nearly 1 lb. in 4. For the last 
10 years this trade has had an annual value of more than 
10,000,000 dols. The Statistician reminds his countrymen that 
this valuable trade represents too much honest industry to be 
wantonly sacrificed by the greed of unscrupulous manufacturers of 
counterfeit and sophisticated products. He adds :—* The strong 
“ arm of the law should protect this industry against the wiles of 
“ pretence and fraud; not that the manufacture of inferior goods 
“ or substitutes should be forbidden, when such products are sold 
“ without pretence or falsification, but the concealment, the 
“ mystification, counterfeiting, and dishonest substitution which 
“ displaces a standard article by a cheaper, or a healthful material 
“ for one of doubtful purity, and steals the livery of honest 
“ nomenclature in which to serve the devil of greed, should be 
“ punished with as much severity as any other crime against the 
“ yights of property. An unwholesome food product no one has 
“ the right to place upon the market. A cheap material, if pure 
“ and healthful, may be sold as freely as the best, if offered 
“ without pretence or misrepresentation. The fight of the dairy- 
“ man is not against substitutes, but against dishonesty and 
falsehood.” 

In view of the fact that the surplus butters of certain European 
countries compete severely with the present supply from the United 
States, and that the market even for cheese is almost confined to 
Great Britain, the Statistician indicated Central and Southern 
America as possibly offering new and more promising markets of 
considerable present value and rapidly increasing importance, 
which might be ee and sustained by improved steam 
navigation to the principal cities of Spanish-American countries. 
In conclusion he remarks :—“ The consumption of American 
* cheese, at home and abroad, may be increased by skill and 
“ facility in producing new forms and qualities, keeping abreast 
* of the progress of the age in meeting the tastes and preferences 
“ of the age for fancy styles and varieties. Improvement in all 
“ dairy products is feasible, and is necessary to the largest con- 
“ sumption in both the domestic and foreign trade. The dairy 
“ associations, dairy schools, and farmers’ institutes have here a 
“ work of high importance, worthy of the attention of Legislatures 
* and agricultural experiment stations, and promising larger 
* production, better quality, higher prices, and a better profit.” 

The Secretary of Agriculture, it is announced, is so fully 
impressed with the importance of developing the American dairy 
industry, that he is contemplating the early establishment of a 
fully equipped dairy division in the Department of Agriculture at 
Washington. 
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XII.—THE MINERAL RESOURCES OF BOLIVIA. 


The following article descriptive of the mineral resources of 
Bolivia is contributed to the South American Journal by Mr. John 
B. Minchin, of Oruro :— 

The short coast line which Bolivia originally possessed on the 
Pacific was lost during the late war with Chili, leaving it thus 
completely shut in, while the commerce passing passghePemnton, 
Chilian, Argentine, or Brazilian ports, is credited to one or other 
of those countries. 

This want of direct communication with the outer world 
naturally retarded progress, while the absence of industrial enter- 
prises left the inhabitants at leisure to engage in those constant 
petty revolutions to which the country was a prey for a half 
century after the war of independence. The more enlightened 
Governments of later years have done much to improve matters, 
while the approach of the Peruvian and Argentine railways on 
the north and south, and above all, the construction recenily of a 
narrow gauge line from the port of Antofagasta to the Huanchaca 
silyer mines and its projected extension to other mining centres, 
are producing a most beneficial effect. 

Owing to its great variety of altitude and climate Bolivia is 
almost unique as regards its natural resources. A cross-section 
of this part of the South American continent presents, on leaving 
the Pacific, a more or less rapid ascent for some 100 miles, 
when an elevation of from 12,000 to 14,000 feet is met with on 
the western border of the Bolivian tableland ; this latter extends 
eastward for 200 miles, and is succeeded by an extremely rugged 
and mountainous region measuring 300 miles across, through 
which wind innumerable tributaries of the Amazon and the 
River Plate ; still further east, vast forest plains and “pampas ” 
stretch without interruption to the boundary of Brazil. These 
eastern plains, at an elevation of only from 500 to 1,200 feet, are 
purely tropical, the high tableland possesses a cold, dry climate, 
while the intermediate mountainous region presents every 
gradation of temperature between the two extremes. 

As is well known, the Spaniards paid great attention to mining, 
and they appeared to have explored the country very completely, 
and to have possessed a practical knowledge of the subject, which 
enabled them to judge with considerable accuracy as to the 
conditions and prospects of the innumerable lodes they met with. 
Mines abandoned by them at an early stage have rarely given 
satisfactory results afterwards, and the principal enterprises 
at the present day are merely continuations of the ancient 
workings. 

The Spanish miner enjoyed the protection of the Government, 
and the facility of obtaining Indian labour at an almost nominal 
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cost. <A large proportion of his production went, however, to the 
State; and, when we consider the otherwise scanty resources at 
his command, it must be admitted that much was effected, and 
that the country possessed at that time men of great energy and 
enterprise, and of no mean capacity. 

Metallic veins are profusely scattered over the Bolivian table- 
land, and on this only. The order in the following list of the 

rincipal metals probably indicates their relative importance :— 
Rilver, tin, copper, gold, bismuth, antimony, lead, and cobalt. 

The richest deposits of gold, however, do not occur on the 
tableland itself, but are met with in the great ravines, “ quebradas,” 
on the eastern slope of the Cordillera. Owing to the inaccessible 
nature of the country for machinery, they are at present but little 
worked. 

The Bolivian silver mines, by far the most considerable, occupy 
the southern half of the tableland, no important working being 
met with north of the 17th parallel. The composition of the ores 
is varied; in addition to native, ruby silver, and chlorides, the 
metal is associated with sulphides of copper, iron, lead, zinc, and 
antimony, and with tin oxide; in many cases the upper part of 
the lodes was largely composed of chlorides, extending to a depth 
of from 100 to 200 feet. These chlorides were nearly all worked 
out by the Spanish discoverers, being treated by the “ patio,” 
or Mexican amalgamation process. It appears that the early 
Spaniards were ignorant of the mode of treating sulphides, and 
mines were abandoned when the workings reached these. 

As regards changes in the value of the ores with increasing 
depth, a steady improvement has taken place in some cases, as in 
Huanchaca, down to a certain point, while in “ Cerro” of Potosi 
the upper region seems to have been the richer. Other mines 
show considerable uniformity in the silver contents of the ore 
at different levels. All the mines worked by the Spaniards have 
proved rich in the bottom. Some were evidently stopped, owing 
to the want of adequate means for taking out the water, while the 
remainder were abandoned on the breaking out of the war of 
independence, and it was only after the lapse of nearly half a 
century that this industry began to revive. 

Bolivian silver mining enterprises of the present day, are, 
perhaps, on the whole, rather characterised by the high quality 
than by the quantity of ore; it is true large masses of poorer ores 
exist at many points, but the expense hitherto attending their 
treatment in that country has prevented their being worked to 
advantage. 

The mines at Oruro are among the more important ia the 
country, and are situated in an isolated group of hills risin 
some 800 feet above the plains on the eastern border of the table- 
land, and are some 300 miles from the nearest seaport, Arica. 
Extensively worked by the Spaniards, they were abandoned since 
the beginning of this century till about 25 years ago, whep 
mining operations on a small scale were recommenced. A system 
of more or less parallel lodes cross the hills in a direction from 
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E.S.E. to W.N.W., and on these are situated four important 
mines, viz., Atocha, San José, the Socavon de la Virjen, and Itos. 
These lodes, usually from 2 feet to 5 feet wide, are composed of 
iron pyrites, occasionally barren, but generally more or less 
interspersed with sulphides of silver, copper, antimony, and tin 
oxide, while in some rich but narrow veins the iron pyrites are 
absent: in the upper part of the lodes, and to a depth of some 
150 feet, the silver occurred chiefly in the form of chloride. The 
fissures occupied by these metallic deposits have evidently been 
formed by an irruption of porphyritic rock. 

The old Spanish workings often extended to a depth of from 
300 to 400 feet, and to clean out and dry these was not an easy 
task with the limited resources at hand. The discovery, however, 
about 15 years ago, of a rich pocket of ore in the Atocha mine, 
gave a considerable impetus to the industry, horse whims were 
erected, vertical shafts sunk, and mills built for grinding and 
treating ores on a somewhat larger scale. 

Many of the workings have now attained a depth of from 
600 feet to 800 feet, and as in addition to rock and ore it is 
necessary to extract from 15 to 60 tons of water daily, animal 
power is found unequal to the requirements, and steam-winding 
machinery is being substituted in the San José mine, a fine 
40 horse-power engine by Robey, together with two 40 horse- 
power Knap’s patent reot boilers, are at present in course of 
erection, and a more commodious shaft, supplied with skip ways, 
is being sunk. 

The inferior class of fuel available is at present a difficulty in 
the employment of steam-power, but this will, no doubt, be 
obviated on the prolongation of the Antofagasta railway. Three 
kinds of fuel exist in the neighbourhood, viz., “ yareta,” a resinous 
plant met with only at considerable elevations, a fairly good class 
of turf, and the dung of the llamas; and though there is no 
difficuity in maintaining with these the necessary steam pressure, 
a considerable excess of boiler capacity is indispensable. With 
greater facilities for extraction, large masses of ore of an inferior 
quality, left in the upper workings, may be taken out to 
advantage. 

The ore as extracted from the mines is broken and picked by 
hand, the richer portions, containing 400 ounces and upwards 
to the ton, being separated for exportation, while the poorer 
varieties, ranging down to 80 ounces, are despatched in carts to 
the mills. 

The scarcity of water and the absence of water-power in the 
immediate vicinity of Oruro, led to the amalgamating mills being 
situated at distances of from 10 to 20 miles, on streams which 
descend from the neighbouring mountain ranges. At these points 
iron water-wheels of from 20 ft. to 30 ft. in diameter have been 
put up, running from 10 to 20 stamps each. In one of the mills 
the ore is pulverised dry ; in all the others water is introduced to 
the stamps. The pulverised ore, in charges of 4 cwt., is passed to 
the calcining furnaces, where it is subjected to a moderate heat, 
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which is increased later on. Towards the close of the operation, 
which lasts about three and a half hours, 12 per cent. of salt is 
introduced, to effect the chlorination, when the mass is ready for 
amalgamation. The amalgamation was formerly carried on in 
copper kettles cast on the spot, and of a capacity of from 100 lbs. 
to 150 lbs. of calcined ore, but of late years wooden tubs run 
by steam machinery have been introduced, effecting a great 
economy. These tubs are from 5 ft. to 6 ft. in diameter by 3 ft. 
to 4 ft. deep, and are furnished with thick cast-copper sole-plates, 
similar segmental plates being also secured round the sides, 
while a vertical axle, run by bevel gearing above, causes three or 
four copper arms to revolve on the sole-plate, the axle admitting 
of being raised and lowered to facilitate the cleaning up of the 
amalgam. ‘The tubs have a capacity of from 2,000 lbs. to 
4,000 lbs. of ore, and each operation lasts about six hours, during 
which, steam, under a pressure of from 40 lbs. to 60 lbs, is 
injected to maintain as high a temperature as possible, 12 per 
cent. of salt being again employed in this part of the operation. 
The loss of silver by the old system of kettles was not less than 
from 25 to 30 per cent. of the assay contents of the raw ore, while 
by the employment of tubs it has been reduced to about 15 per 
cent. The amalgam, collected, washed, and pressed in cylindrical 
moulds, is strongly heated for some eight hours in vertical retorts, 
until all the mercury distils off and is condensed in a vessel of 
water below, when the mass of spongy silver, or “ piila,” is ready 
for shipment. The total loss of mercury is from four ounces 
to six ounces for every lb. of silver extracted, while the wear 
on the copper plates is rather more than double the weight of the 
silver. 


Most of the Oruro ores contain from 5 to 20 per cent. of tin 
oxide ; the tailings from the amalgamation are consequently 
washed, either by hand or with Frue vanners to extract this, when 
a product containing from 64 to 98 per cent. of metallic tin is 
obtained. 


Precise data do not generally exist for determining the average 
silver contents of the lodes, but in the “ Socavon de la Virjen ” 
it has been ascertained that the silver extracted during the past 
two years represents 100 ounces to the ton on the total mass taken 
out. 

The Oruro mines during the past few years have afforded an 
average of about 28 tons of picked ore per day, which, with about 
one ton of rich ore exported, brings up the total production to 
about 1,500,000 ounces yearly. 

Traffic to the coast is chiefly carried on with mules and 
donkeys ; the freight on — goods is 172. per ton, and on 
exports 12/. per ton, though these rates are subject to certain 
fluctuations. 

The silver, though of greater value, represents but a small 
fraction of the tonnage yearly sent to the coast, the greater part 
of this being in the form of tin ore. The natives are excellent 
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workmen, and are easily managed, but, owing to the increased 
number of mines opened up of late years, labour has become 
scarce. A miner gains 3s, 6d. a day, and is supplied with powder 
and fuse. 

Materials in general are costly, especially machinery, owing to 
the heavy freight from the coast, but salt is comparatively cheap ; 
this is brought on llamas from the deposits which exist further 
south on the tableland, and is delivered at the mills for 2s. 6d. per 
ewt.; flour, grain, and other produce from the fertile valleys to 
the east are also supplied at very reasonable prices. In the San 
José mine the total expenses range between 60 and 70 per cent. of 
the gross production. 


| 
| 
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XIIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Birmingham.—A monthly meeting of the Birmingham Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 18th February, Mr. J. William 
Tonks in the chair. A communication was read from the 
Foreign Office, acknowledging the receipt of a memorial in favour 
of monetary reform throughout the Empire, which had been 
addressed to the Prime Minister by the council, in accordance 
with instructions given at their last meeting. The council then 
proceeded to consider the resolutions contained in the official 
programme to be submitted to the forthcoming annual meeting of 
the Associated Chambers of Commerce. The resolutions were 
considered seriatim, and it was decided to support :—No. 1, Indian 
Factory Legislation ; 2, Foreign Protective Duties against British 
Trade; 3, Trade and Treaties Committee ; 7, Decimal System ; 
9, Companies Acts; 11, Companies Acts; 12, Deeds of Arrange-, 
ment; 13, Rating of Machinery; 20, Communication with 
Lighthouses ; 21, Communication with Lighthouses ; 25, Russian 
Custom House Fines; 26, Arbitration; 27 and 28, Boards of 
Conciliation ; 29, Pig Iron Warrants Bill; 31, Corn Sales; 33, 
Assimilation of English and Scotch Commercial Laws ; 36, Ocean 
Penny Postage ; 37, Imperial Penny Postage; 40, Registration 
of Firms: 41, Forestry ; 42, Minister of Commerce ; 43, Reform 
of Procedure in Civil Actions; 45, Tribunals of Commerce; 48, 
Parliamentary Procedure. The following were left open :— 
No. 4, Secondary Education; 5 and 6, Commercial Education ; 
10, Companies Acts; 14, Railways for Slow Traffic; 16, Railwa 
Shunting ; 17, Canals; 18, Forth and Clyde Canal; 19, Bills of 
Lading; 22, Light Dues on Shipping ; 23, Defaulting Seamen ; 
24, Custom House Depositions; 30, Priority of Rent; 34, 
Chambers of Commerce; 35, Postal Revenue; 38, Telegraphic 
Communication: 46, Certifying Surgeons; 47, Patent Laws. It 
was decided to oppose :—No. 15, Railway Rates ; 32, Codification 
of the Law; 39, Postage Stamps; 44, Jurors’ Expenses. A 
report from the Commercial Bills Committee was adopted, 
recommending the council to petition the House of Commons in 
favour of defining and amending the law relating to the rating of 
hereditaments containing machinery, and in favour of the registra- 
tion of firms, false marking preveption, steam engines and boilers, 
pig iron warrants, and Companies Acts Amendment Bills, and 
against the Shops Weekly Half-Holiday Bill on the ground that 
it is undesirable to further restrict by law the hours of adult male 
labour in retail shops against the wish of the shopkeepers 
themselves. 

Bradford.—A meeting of the council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 25th February, Mr. G. J. J. Hoff- 
mann in the chair. A circular was read from the British Consul 
at Santiago, recommending the teaching of Spanish in schools, the 
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adoption of the metric system, the preparation of illustrated 
catalogues in Spanish, and more discrimination in freights. Among 
other subjects under discussion were the meetings of the Trade 
and Treaties Committee, the proposed Board of Conciliation, and 
the meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce. 

Bristol—A_ special meeting of the council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 18th February, Mr. W. 
Dove Willcox in the chair. The subjects under discussion were 
technical education and the taxation of machinery. 

Dublin. —A meeting of the council of the Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 16th February, Mr. Michael Murphy, 
president, in the chair. Amongst other questions considered were 
the mails-from England to Londonderry and the North of Ireland, 
the Scotch mails vid Ardrossan, Boards of Conciliation, &c. 

Huddersfield—A meeting of the council of the Huddersfield 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 6th March, Mr. J. H. 
Sykes in the chair. The questions under discussion comprised the 
Rating of Machinery Bill, the increased Customs tariff in France, 
and the Steam Engines and Boilers Bill. , 


London.—A meeting of the council of the London Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 12th February, Sir Albert K. Rollit, 
M.P., in the chair. The Committee of the Congress of 
Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire reported that it had 
been decided to commence the congress for May or June 1892 to 
correspond as nearly as possible with the date at which it was 
anticipated the Imperial Institute building would be opened. 
Mr. Boulton reported that he and the secretary had had an 
interview with General New, Consul-General for the United 
States of America, who was willing to modify to some extent the 
regulations hitherto prevailing for the legalisation of documents 
representing goods liable to duty in the United States. Sir 
Albert K. Rollit reported the action taken by the Judicature 
Act Reform Committee, and that a petition had been presented by 
the Incorporated Law Society. The proposal that the Chamber 
should give its patronage to a committee to form a separate and 
independent association for the promotion of commercial geography 
was referred to the Executive Committee. A representative 
meeting of the chemical and allied trades was held on the 
27th February under the presidency of Mr. Thomas Tyrer, to 
consider what action should be taken with reference to the 
Inflammable Liquids Bill. The provisions of the Bill were 
emphatically condemned by those present as unworkable, and 
calculated to prove disastrous to the interests of manufacturers. 
A joint representative committee of all the trades interested was 
——_ with power to take the necessary action in opposing 
the Bill. 


Manchester—The Board of Directors of the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce held its monthly meeting on the 18th 
February, Mr. Henry Lee, president, in the chair. It was stated 
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that a letter had been received, through the Foreign Office, from 
the British Consul at Smyrna, enclosing a proposal for the 
formation at Smyrna of a syndicate of British manufacturers, put 
forward by two gentlemen, who proposed to act as agents for the 
syndicate, The correspondence had been published in full in the 
Monthly Record, and the opinions thereupon of gentlemen con- 
versant with the Smyrna market had been obtained. It was 
decided that, so far as the exports of Manchester goods to the 
Levant markets are concerned, the scheme suggested did not 
offer advantages superior to those of the present mode of doing 
business, and that a reply in accordance with this decision should 
be returned, 


Upon the presentation of the minutes of the general purposes 
committee, a report upon a letter received from a member of this 
Chamber upon the subject of damp in cotton, stated that commu- 
nications had been entered upon with the United Cotton Spinners 
Association with a view to co-operating with that body in an 
endeavour to prevent the losses falling upon spinners from this 
cause. The report was approved. 

Two Bills for the amendment of the Factory Acts are now 
before the House of Commons, and in view of the fact that a 
third measure is about to be introduced by the Government 
it was resolved to postpone action until the forthcoming Bill is 
published. 

A circular letter from the Trade and Treaties Committee of 
the Board of Trade was read, offering to receive evidence with 
reference to the report already forwarded by this Chamber to 
the Committee. It was stated, however, by Sir Joseph C. Lee, 
who is a member of the Committee, that the report is so full of 
information as to the effect of the proposed French tariff upon 
the trade of these districts that there is at present no need for 
additional evidence. It was resolved, therefore, that a reply should 
be sent to this effect, and offering to furnish further evidence if it 
should be required. 

Among other subjects under discussion were the United States 
and Brazilian treaty of commerce, forged share transfers, and the 
deceptive make-up of bundled yarns, 


Middlesbrough. A meeting of the council of the Middles- 
brough Chamber of Commerce was held on the 16th February, 
Mr. C. G. Miller in the chair. The Pig Iron Warrants Bill was 
considered, and it was decided to support it. It was decided to 
support the Leicester Chamber of Commerce in a protest against 
certain of the proposals of the Board of Trade relative to railway 
rates. The Chamber undertook to report upon the proposal from 
Bristol for the general adoption in all charters of the “strike ” 
and “ bill of lading ” clauses in force at all Bristol Channel ports 
and at London and Liverpool. The annual meeting of the 


Chamber was held on the 26th February, when Mr. J. G. Swan 
was elected president. 


North Staffordshire—The monthly meeting of the council of 
the North Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce was held on the 
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18th February, Mr. W. M. Edge, president, in the chair. The 
principal questions discussed comprised the proposed improvement 
of the Trent and Mersey navigation and the annual meeting of 
the Associated Chambers. 


Oldham.—The monthly meeting of the council of the Oldham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 16th February, Mr. J. Lees 
in the chair. Among the subjects under discussion were com- 
mercial education and the Companies Act Amendment Bill. 


Rochdale—A special meeting of the Rochdale Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 17th February to consider Sir Henry 
James's Factory Bill. Mr. Alderman Barron presided, and there 
was a large number of manufacturers present. The chairman 
read several clauses of the Bill, which he condemned as impracti- 
cable. A resolution expressing extreme disapproval of the Bill 
was carried, and it was further decided to forward a petition to 
the House of Commons against the measure. It was also moved 
that the borough and county members should be requested to 
support the Bill now before ae ha with regard to the rating 
of machinery. 

Sheffield_—A. meeting of the council of the Sheffield Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 24th February, Mr. A. M. Chambers, 
the president, in the chair. The confidential report of the council 
with regard to the manner in which the trade of the Sheffield 
district would be affected by the proposed French tariff was 
considered. It was decided that it should be transmitted to the 
Trade and Treaty Committee of the Board of Trade. A circular 
from the Foreign Office setting out the United States regulations 
as to marks of origin was directed to be laid upon the table for 
the information of members. Among other questions considered 
were those relating te railway rates, South Yorkshire navigation, 
and the Technical Instruction (Amendment) Bill. 

Walsall—A monthly meeting of the Walsall and district 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 23rd February, Mr. F. 
Lavender in the chair. The subjects under discussion comprised 
the railway rates question, local railway accommodation, the 
conciliation board, certificates of origin, South American trade, 
decimal coinage, and commercial education. 
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XIV.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Corn Averages. Statistical Tables of Corn Prices for the 
Year 1890, with Comparative Tables for previous Years, and 
- Memorandum. 71. Price 3d. 


This is the annual return issued by the Commercial Department 
of the Board of Trade. The information now given has existed 
in the London Gazette, and has partly been made accessible by 
official publications in the “ Statistical Abstract of the United 
Kingdom” and in the Board of Trade Journal, but it has 
appeared to the Board of Trade to be desirable to publish these 
tables annually in their present form, the intention being to make 
the statistical results more generally accessible to those interested 
than has hitherto been the case. 

The first tables merely repeat the Gazette information for the 
year 1890, in forms which are used in compliance with Acts of 
Parliament, or which have appeared to the Board of Trade to be 
serviceable. ‘The other tables after No. V. carry back the infor- 
mation as to quantities returned, prices per bushel and quarter, 
tithe averages, and other particulars for a long series of years, and, 
as noticed in each case, are in continuation of tables which have 
appeared in Parliamentary Papers issued in past years or which 
were laid before the House of Commons Committee on Corn 
Averages of 1888, by direction of the Board of Trade. 

It having been represented by the Board of Trade to Her 
Majesty in Council that a revision of the list of towns from which 
the corn returns are collected had, in their opinion, become 
_necessary, Her Majesty was pleased, by Order dated the 21st 
March 1890, to revise the list accordingly. As the result of the 
Order of the above date, the collection from and after the i2th of 
April 1890 was made from 196 towns in England and Wales 
instead of from 187 towns as heretofore. This does not, 
however, represent the whole change made by the above Order, 
as 15 towns on the old list (see Order of 14th of February 1883) 
were omitted from the later list, and have consequently 
ceased to be returning market towns, whilst 24 towns which were 
not in the former list are named in the list of the 21st March 1890, 
and are consequently returning markets uader the Act from that 
date, 


2. Report to the Board of Trade on Profit Sharing. (C—6267.) 
Price 44d. 
This is a report by Mr. Lowry Whittle, of the Patent Office, on 


the practice and development of the system known as “ profit 
sharing” in connexion with wages in industrial enterprise. 


66141. G 
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3. Railway, &c. Bills. Copy of Report by the Board of Trade 
upon all the Railway, Canal, Tramway, Gas, Electric Lighting, 
Water Bills, and Provisional Orders of Session 1890-91. 75. 
Price 54d. 

This annual return issued by the Board of Trade contains a 
statement of the number of Bills of the present session which 
relate to railways, canals, tramways, &c., and their total proposed 
capital and length of line. It gives also a statement showing the 
number of applications to the Board of Trade for Provisional 
Orders under the Tramway, Water, Gas, and Electric Lighting 
Acts, together with an analysis of the various Bills, and an 
analysis of the applications to the Board of Trade for Provisional 
Orders or Certificates. Information is also given relating to Bills 
which contain provisions for the amalgamation of certain railway 
companies of for the sale or lease of certain railways. 


4. Pauperism(England and Wales). Return (A.). Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, December 1890. 94. (A.—XTI) 
Price 2d. 


The return now published completes the monthly comparative 
statements of the pauperism of England and Wales for the quarter 
ended at Christmas 1890. 

On referring to the tables in the monthly comparative state- 
ments for October, November, and December 1890, showing the 
number of paupers in receipt of relief on the last day of each 
week of the corresponding months for the last 34 years, it will be 
seen that it is almost invariably the rule that, except in the second 
week in the quarter, the number of paupers continues to increase 
week by week during the whole three months. This was the case 
in the year 1890. 

The number of persons (excluding lunatics in asylums and 
licensed houses, and vagrants) relieved in England and Wales on 
the last day in each week of December 1890 was as follows :— 
First week, 679,870 ; second week, 684,943 ; third week, 691,830; 
fourth week, 695,821. 


5. Railway Accidents. Return of Accidents and Casualties 
as reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Com- 
panies in the United Kingdom during the Nine Months ending 
30th September 1890, together with Reports of the Inspecting Officers 
of the Railway Department of the Board of Trade upon certain 
Accidents which were inquired into. (C.—6240.) Price 7d. 

This is the usual statement for the nine months, issued by the 
Railway Department of the Board of Trade in pursuance of the 
Regulation of Railways Act (1871), 34 & 35 Vict. cap. 78. It 
shows that during the nine months ending the 30th of September 
1890, accidents to trains, rolling-stock, permanent-way, Wc., caused 
the death of 16 persons, and injury to 308, viz. :— 


Mar. 1891.] RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 351 


period tn 
—— Killed. Injured. 
Killed. Injured. 
Passengers- - = = 6 234 82 786 
Servants of companies - 10 74 2 76 
Total - - - 16 308 84 862 


During the nine months there were reported 21 collisions 
between passenger trains or parts of passenger trains, by which 
1 servant was killed, and 43 passengers and 2 servants injured ; 
46 collisions between passenger trains and goods or mineral 
trains, &¢., by which 5 passengers and 3 servants were killed, 
and 140 passengers and 27 servants injured ; 19 collisions between 
good<strains or parts of goods trains, by which 1 passenger and 
1 servant were killed, and 2 passengers and 20 servants injured ; 
36 cases of passenger trains or parts of passenger trains leaving 
the rails, by which 1 servant was killed, and 6 passengers and 
2 servants were injured; 13 cases of goods trains or parts of 
goods trains leaving the rails, by which 1 servant was killed, and 
2 were injured; 8 cases of trains or engines travelling in the 
wrong direction through points, by which 1 servant was killed, 
and 4 passengers and 2 servants injured; 10 cases of trains 
running into stations or sidings at too high a speed, by which 
29 passengers and 1 servant were injured; 84 cases of trains 
running over cattle or other obstructions on the line, by which 
5 servants were injured; 25 cases of trains running through gates 
at level-crossings, by which 1 passenger was injured; 2 cases 
of bursting of tubes of engines, by which 2 servants were injured ; 
9 failures of machinery, springs, &c. of engines, by which 
2 servants were killed and 4 injured; 482 failures of tyres, by 
which 8 passengers and 1 servant were injured ; 187 failures of 
axles, by which 1 servant was injured; 7 failures of couplings, 
by which 1 passenger and 4 servants were injured; and 3 other 
accidents, by which 1 servant was injured. 


6. Royal Commission on Market Rights and Tolls. Final 
Report of the Commission. (C.—6268.) Price 3s. 10d. 


This is the final report of the Royal Commission appointed to 
inquire as to the extent to which market rights are in the hands 
of (1) local authorities, (2) trading companies, and (3) private 
persons or bodies of persons other than trading companies; and 
to inquire generally how and under what authority such rights 
are exercised, what are the revenues in respect of those rights, 
nine the receipts from tolls, rents, stallages, and other 
dues, from other sources of receipts; what is the accommodation 


given in return for the charges levied ; in what ratio market tolls 
G 2 
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and dues stand to the value of the marketable commodities on 
which they are levied, and how far market rights, market byelaws 
and regulations, market tolls, rent, stallages, and dues, and tolls 
affecting market towns are restrictive to trade; and to report as 
to the advisability of local authorities acquiring existing market 
rights and the arrangements desirable for that purpose, and as to 
the advisability of prohibiting the farming by local authorities of 
market tolls, rents, stallages, and other dues, and the placing of © 
restrictions on the sale of goods outside the market that may be 
lawfully sold in the market, and also of providing that the tolls, 
&c., of markets held by local authorities shall from time to time 
be revised with the view to their being regulated by the necessary 
expenditure in connexion with the markets, and that such markets 
shall be free and open when the capital charges in respect of them 
have been paid off by the incomes from the markets or otherwise, 
and also to report generally as to the alterations which may be 
desirable in the existing law relating to markets, having due 
regard to the interests of those concerned. 

The Commissioners state that the Commission was appointed 
on the 5th July 1887 and on the 21st July they held their first 
meeting. Since that date they have held 66 meetings, of which 
five have been devoted to the consideration of their proceedings, 
50 to the taking of evidence, and the remainder to the con- 
sideration of their report. 

The following table shows the general contents of all of the 
volumes which have been published under fhe direction of the 
Commissioners :-— 


Volume I.—First Report of the Commission, and Report by 
Mr. C. I. Elton, Q.C., M.P., and Mr. B. F. C. Costelloe, Assistant 
Commissioner, on Charters and Records relating to the History 
of Fairs and Markets in the United Kingdom. 

Volume II.—Minutes of Evidence taken before the Commis- 
sioners in Kngland up to 31st July 1888. 

Volume III.—Minutes of Evidence taken in England before 
Mr. A. J. Ashton, Assistant Commissioner, to 31st October 1888. 

Volume IV.—Minutes of Evidence taken in England befvre 
Mr. C. M. Chapman, Assistant Commissioner, to 31st October 
1888. 

Volume V.—Minutes of Evidence taken in Ireland before 
M. C. W. Black, Assistant Commissioner, to 31st October 1888. 

Volume VI.—Minutes of Evidence taken in Ireland betore 
Mr. J. J. O'Meara, Assistant Commissioner, to 31st October 1888. 

Volume VII.—Minutes of Kvidence taken before the Commis- 
sioners in England, Scotland, and Ireland to June 1890. 

Volume VIII.—Minutes of Evidence taken in England before 
Mr. A. J. Ashton, Assistant Commissioner, since 1st November 
1888. 

Volume IX.—Minutes of Evidence taken in England before 
Mr, C. M. Chapman, Assistant Commissioner, since lst November 
1888. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Volume X.—Minutes of Evidence taken in Ireland before 
Mr. C. W. Black and Mr. J. J. O’ Meara, Assistant Commissioners, 
respectively, since 1st November 1888. 

Volume XI.—Final Report of the Commissioners. 

Volume XII.—Précis of Minutes of Evidence taken before 
the Commissioners and the Assistant Commissioners. 

Volume XIIT.— 

Part I.—Statistics relating to Markets in London, and also 
to Markets owned by Local Authorities in England and 
Wales, compiled from replies to Circular A. 

Part II.—Statistics relating to Markets in England and 
Wales owned by persons otker than Local Authorities, 
compiled from replies to Circulars B and C, 

Part III.—Statisties relating to Markets in Scotland and 
Ireland, compiled from replies to Circulars A, B, and CO. 

Volume XIV.—Reports as to Foreign Markets. 


7. Poor Relief (England and Wales),  In-Maintenance and 
Out-Door Relief. Statement for Half-Year ended Michaelmas 
1890. 303(C—1.) Price 3}d. 

This is the usual half yearly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. It shows that the expenditure during the 
half-year ended Michaelmas 1890, together with the cost per head © 
on population of each kind of relief, was as follows — 


Expenditure during Half-Year ended Michaelmas 1890, 
Aggregate of 
Estimated | Jn-Maintenance. | Out-door Relief. |In-Maintenance and 
Population Out-door Relief. 
DIVISIONS. in the 
middle of 
per He per Hea per 
Amount. | On Popu- Amount. | on Popu- Amount. | on Popu- 
lation. lation. lation. 
e £ ad £ & d. 
South-Western - 1,828,978 40,375 0 145,291 185,666 2 0} 
Wales - - 1,729,917 28,775 0 4 139,112 1 7% 167,887 1113 
The Metropolis - 4,421,661 328,061 1 53 90,299 0 5 418,360 1 10} 
Eastern - - 1,474,845 41,338 0 63 90,589 1 2 131,707 1 9% 
South Midland - 1,775,525 45,704 0 6% 103,008 1 12 148,712 18 
South-Eastern - 2,817,022 99,202 0 8} 122,584 10% 221,786 
North Midland - 1,878,490 35,543 0 4° 101,257 2 4 136,800 1 5 
West Midland - 3,333,697 88,484 0 64 135,568 0 9} 224,052 1 4} 
York ~ - 8,353,466 56,612 04 116,652 0 8} 178,264 1 0} 
Northern - - 1,904,042 32,135 0 4 62,458 0 8 94,593 10 
North-Western - 4,880,006 118,445 0 5% 107,041 0 53 225,486 011 
Total for England |} 99,407,619 | 914,674 | 0 7b | 1,213,630] 0 9 | 2,198913| 1 58 
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8. Report of Proceedings under the Inclosure Acts, the Metro- 
politan Commons Acts, the Drainage and Improvement of Land 
; Acts, the Copyhold Acts, the Universities and College Estates 
Acts, the Tithe Rentcharge Acts, and the Glebe Lands Act, 1888, 
during the Year 1890. (C.—6284.) Price 2d. 


This is the annual report of the Board of Agriculture of pro- 
ceedings under the above-mentioned Acts during the Year 1890. 


9. First Report of the Trade and Treaties Committee. 
(C—6286.) Price 1d. 

This is the first report of the committee appointed to inquire 
into the probable effects of the approaching expiry of various 
European commercial treaties in connexion with British trade. 
The report, which is dated January 24th, 1891, deals mainly with 
the commercial system of France and with her past and future 
trade relations with this country. 
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XV.—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


I.—Foreicn TRADE OF THE UNITED KiINnGpom. 
STATEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the month and two months, ended 
28th Fepruary 1891, compared with the corresponding periods 
of the year 1896. 
MONTH ENDED 28TH FEBRUARY. 


I. Imports From Foreign Countries AND BritisH PossEsstons. 
é ended 
—- Increase. | Decrease. 
4 1891. 1890. 
z 
I. Animals living (for food) - - 516,787 518,329 _ 1,542 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - 9,888,414 9,188,840 749,574 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
| able - 2,286,582 2,185,872 101,210 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 206,211 197,145 9,066 
III. Metals 1,891,649 | 7,978,364 = 26,715 
IV. Chemicals, dyestutis, and tanning 
} substances 864,218 873,097 _- 8,879 
V. Oils - - 522,098 442,054 80,047 = 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 8,227,299 | 7,738,890 | 1,088,409 = 
VIL. Raw materials for sundry industries | 
and manufactures - 2,180,652 2,119,543 61,109 
| VIII. Manufactured articles - | 5,668,439 | 5,877,700 352,339 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 1,008,787 1,185,908 127,121 
(B.) Parcel post - 55,218 40,203 15,015 
Total Value - - - | 83,311,854 | 37,078,842 | 2,292,512 - 


II. Exports or Britis AnD IrRIsH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE. 


& £ £ £ 
I, Animals living - - 82,954 47,687 14,733 
II. Articles of food and drink - 786907 | 874,676 24,768 
III. Raw materials -| 1,571,827] 7,488,439 83,388 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics  * 9,703,170 9,558,877 149,299 _ 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured ; 
therefrom (except machinery) - - 2,850,721 8,580,086 - 729,565 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 1,187,414 4,179,616 7,798 _- 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 955,351 957,075 - 1,724 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 756,000 725,887 30,113 - 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 2,539,893 |  ¢,679,707 182,808 
(G.) Parcel post - 86,384 66,994 19,398 
Total Value - - - | 20,470,621 | 27,084,008 613,607 


III. Exports or Foreign AND CoLontaAL Propvuce. 


£ £ 
Total Value (partly estimated)- - 5,862,215 5,369,507 492,708 _ 
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TRADE OF THE United Kinapom—cont. 


Two Montus ENDED 28TH FrBRUARY. 


I. Imports From Foreign Countries AND British POSSESSIONS. 


Two Months ended 
. 28th February. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1891. 1890. 
£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - 1,158,226 1,114,100 44,126 - 
TL. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - - | 19,298,826 | 79,474,747 175,815 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - -| 4,216,413 | 4,442,878 225,960 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 464,672 541,884 | 77,162 
Ill. Metals - - - - 3,607,516 4,008,427 395,911 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 1,717,005 | 1,683,390 | 33,615 
V. Oils 7 - - ~ - 1,158,532 1,043,570 | 114,962 - 
VL. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 18,670,675 | 79,062,058 — 391,383 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | 
and manufactures | 4,559,515 4:770,853 211,338 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - 9,950,073 | 70,259,408 _ 309,335 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - -| 2,183,056 | 2,677,792 538,736 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 118,427 95,746 22,681 - 
Total Value - - - - | 67,052,436 | 69,762,692 _ 2,110,256 


II. Exports oF British AND IRISH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - - - 58,891 101,646 — 47,755 
IL. Articles of food and drink - - 1,513,658 1,644,459 =~ 130,801 
ILI. Raw materials - - - - 2,991,526 8,018,116 - 26,590 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - =| 18,987,266 | 19,407,360 - 420,094 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - -] 5,999,822) 7,757,444 1,158,119 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - =| 2,298,740 | 237,889 - 238,099 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 1,950,791 1,992,191 - 41,400 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 1,466,457 1,415,905 50,752 
(F.) All — articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 4,888,751 5,246,084 = 357,333 
(G.) Parcel post - - 159,534 156,139 3,395 
Total Value | 40,304,936 | 42,670,980 2,366,044 


III. Exports or Foreign anp Propuce. 


Total Value (partly estimated) - -{ 10,252,017 | 70,749,458 102,559 
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IIl.—Corn Priczs. 


| Return of the QuANTITIES sOLD and AveraGce Prices of BritisH 
Corn, ImvertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
} Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


| Periods. : Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 7th February 1891 - 77,358 2 96,026 4 16,383 0 
21st ~ 74,721 2 74,964 0 17,179 1 
38h 73,115 6 70,627 3 18,392 2 
February 1891 + ° - | 287,764 2 | 330,646 4 | 66,907 5 
Corresponding month in 1890 - | 266,612 6 287,216 7 64,047 41 
1889 - | 203,576 7 319,489 35,155 3 
| Average Prices. 
s. d, s. 
| Week ended 7th February 1891 - 82 5 28 5 18 0 
Mth 32 3 28 0 18 0 
2ist ,, 32 3 27 9 18 0 
28th ,, 32 4 27 18 2 
| February 1891 - ~ - 82 3 27 10 18 0 
January 1594 32 8 28 6 17 9 
December 1890 - - 32 3 2 6 174 «9 
ovember 32 8 29 @ 17 8 
October 80 11 29 6 17 4 
September ,, - - 82 11 30. 2 18 3 
August 36 1 26 1 20 0 
July - 33 8 24 7 19 7 
June 32 8 25 4 19 9 
May ” - 82 § 28 19 4 
April -| 2910 29 8 18 4 
March - - 29 9 380 6 18 6 
| February 1890 - - - 29 9 a1 8 18 6 
» 1889 - - : 29 6 26 4 16 8 
| 1858 - 30 4 30 0 15 10 
» 1887 - - - ss 8 “5 10 16 11 


| 
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1891. 


Retvurn of the Numsers, NATIONALITIES, and DEsTINATIONS of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unrrep Kinepom for Piaces out of 
Europe during the Month ended 28th February 1891, and the 
Two Months ended 28th February 1891, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
Cape for 
‘ British All 
United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. - North n other Total “ 
States. asia. |Hopeand ond: 
| America. natal. | Places. 
1890. 
| 
Month ended 28th February. 
English - «| 4162 520 968 589 708 6947 | 6,797 
| 
Scotch - —_ 505 97 199 12 121 914 895 
Irish - 1,968 36 174 22 | 1731 | 4160 
633 | 1,841 60s | 1081 | 9,592 | 9,854 
| 
Foreigners - -| 38,694 211 27 86 so | 4107 | 3,864 | 
Nationalities = $11 311 274 
4 
Total - . 9,623 844 1,368 694 1,481 14,019 12,492 
Total for corre- 
eating 7879 690 1,489 1,146 1,888 | 12,492 
‘onth, 7890 - 


Two Months ended 28th February. 


English - + - 7,328 767 2,048 1,155 1,500 12,798 13,544 


Scotch - - a 949 104 461 61 256 1,831 1,591 
Irish - - - - 1,910 7 421 25 363 2,790 1,924 
| | 2,930 | 1241 | 2119 | 17,414 | 77,059 | 
Foreigners - - 6,241 300 61 178 216 6,996 5,257 
Nationalities not 614 614 559 
tionalities | 
Total 16,423 1,242 2,991 1,419 2,949 25,024 22,875 
Jotal corr 
13,496 1,186 3,041 2,409 2,743 22,875 
‘onths, 1890 - 


—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
ae ab g are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| 

| | 
| 
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1V.—BANKRUPTCOY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Numser of Recetving Orpers GazetTrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Two months 


February ended February 


1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 


No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - - 290 349 636 729 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations .— 
Publicans and hotel &e. 
Grocers, &e. - - 
Builders - - 
Farmers - - - 
Boot and shoe manufacturers 
dealers - - 
Butchers - 
Bakers - 
| Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. 
Agents, commission and general 
| Carpenters and joiners - 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. - 
Clerks, commercial and al 
Tailors, &e. - 
4 Merchants 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &e. - 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - 
Cabinet makers and 
Auctioneers - 
Provision merchants, &e. - 
Engineers and founders, &c. : 
Coaland coke merchants and dealers 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 
Chemiste, druggists, and 
mauufacturers - 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, ont straw 
merchants and dealers 
Furniture dealers and makers - - 
Carriage, &c. builders - 
Bicycle and tricycle manufacturers —- 


' ' 


| ans | 


4 Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - 
; Saddlers and harness makers - 
Fur merchants and furriers - 
Confectioners - - - 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
Brewers and beer merchants - - 
Travellers, commercial, - - 
Millers 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons 
Oil and colour merchants - - 
Surgeons 
Clerks in holy orders ~ - - 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 
Glass and lead manufacturers and 
Solicitors - - - - 
Tobacconists, &c. - - - | 


co co 


| 
| 
{ 
34 47 58 
36 41 57 
18 38 42 
19 28 35 
8 22 14 
18 17 26 
41 17 28 
6 16 11 
12 
12 
13 
14 
11 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 | 
| | 
| 
| 
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Two months 
February ended February 


1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 


occupations—cont. 
Carriers, carmen, and 
hauliers - 2 
Architects and surveyors 2 
Restaurant, coffee, a eating-house 
keepers 2 
Stationers - 3 
i Jewellers, importers 
silversmiths, &c. - - 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - 


Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. No. No. | 


Gardeners, florists,&c. - 
H Brokers, stock and share - 
Cattle and pig dealers - - 
Engineers, civil - - 
Printers and publishers - - 
General dealers - - 
Officers in Army ~ - - 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 
Aérated and mineral waters manufac- 
turers - 
Bricklayers, plasterers, &e. - - 
Fishing-net, smack owners, and masters 
Tea merchants - - = 
Agents, financial - - - 
Ironmongers - 
Hairdressers - - 


SH 


| 


| | to Dee 


V.—Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Rzetcern of the Numper of AnrMALs exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the month ended 28th February 1891, and during 
the Two Months of the Year 1891, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1890. 


| 
Two months | 
ended February 
1891. | 1890. | 1891. | 1890. | 
No. | No. No. No. 
Cattle - | 34,202 35,723 | 71,009 | 69,987 
Sheep - -| 7,034 | 7,044 | 19,875 | 20.773 
Swine = - | 53,206 | 77,783 | 182,542 | 135,554 
Goats - - 62 37 7 45 | 
Horses - - - - - 1,735 1,550 2,927 2,914 | 
Males or Jennets - - - 2 — 2 — 
Total - | 96,266 | 175,547 |'226,453 | 229,574 
| 
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VL—FisHery Staristics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisa returned 
| as landed on the and Wetsa Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Two Months ended 28th February 
1891, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1890. 


| 
February Two ended 
1891, 1890. 1891. 1890. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles -. - - 7,792 4,604 17,893 9,366 
Turbot - - 4,941 8,840 9,932 7,597 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished = - 2,881 4,109 6,578 6,702 
Total prime fish 17,541 13,815 88,174 26,228 
Cc - - - - 39,749 87,578 69,850 61,778 
Haddock - 130,121 187,758 292,913 283,514 
Hake - 1,597 7,215 
erri - - ° e 1,242 3 
Mackerel - - - - - 345 1,711 
| Pilchards - - - - - 282 4 4,694 12,180 
ice - ? ° 37,168 40,627 82,204 77;748 
Sprats - - 31,127 4,568 86,653 23,079 
All other, except shell fish 84,041 111,446 156,303 
Total - - 362,929 361,355 798,873 724,456 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
4 Crabs - 125,032 61,843 165,171 85,472 
Lobsters - - - 37,810 14594 46,566 16,343 
Oysters - - - - -| 2,918,000 4,690,000 | 6,883,000 9,066,000 
Cwts. Cots. | Cwts. Ow! «. 
Other shell fish - - - - 60,189 45,120 | 111,750 88,324 
VALUE. 
7,793 
Turbot - ° 17,837 15,425 39,046 80,892 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished = - 8,646 15,134 | 20,078 24,145 
| Total prime fish - ° 73,542 66,814 || 161,129 128,902 
Cod J 25,891 30,815 48, 
ddock - 76,182 68,057 181,009 147,337 
Hake - - - 1,637 6, 
Halibut - - 6,737 7,733 11,243 12,789 
| Herrings e 1,110 544 14,609 
Ling 6,754 7,940 13,004 12,881 
Mackerel - - 744 2,520 8 
Pilchards - - 91 1 1,215 2,879 
Plaice - 42,059 42,834 93,821 83,689 
Sprats - - 2,704 605 8,275 4,264 
All other, except shell fish - ° ° 56,956 80,235 162,469 149,834 
Total - 294,528 805,825 644,217 598,075 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 1,402 707 1,789 1,084 
| Lobsters 1,897 776 2,244 863 
Oysters 10,502 15,082 24,805 20,287 
Other shell fish - . . 12,531 9:950 21,645 17,993 
Total - 26,332 26,405 50,483 49,927 
Total value of fish landed - 320,860 832,290 694,700 647,308 


Nots.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


* Not distinguished previous to January 1st, 1890. 


| 
| 


VII.—Fisnery 


Periods of the Year 1890. 
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Statement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February 1891, compared with the corresponding 


February Two ended 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - . oe 1,018 975 1,820 1,612 
Turbot - 460 460 845 
Cod - - 80,013 59,112 123,441 97,278 
Eel - - - - 1,674 2,005 2,619 8,373 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill ~- - - 12,218 7,738 19,240 13,842 
Hadd - - 133,382 100,839 244,359 210,186 
Halibut ° - 793 885 1,048 1,474 
Herrings - 111,044 108,656 169,939 188,088 
- - - 15,781 16,822 22,393 22,546 
Saith (Coal Fish) .* 7,910 7,449 11,700 9,975 
- - 6,915 7,430 11,112 11,126 
Sparling 29 9 90 17 
os - - - - - 59 810 360 1,264 
rsk (Tusk) - - - . 76 149 90 162 
‘Whiting - - - - 7,689 5,228 14,962 11,404 
All other, except shell fish - - 18,742 9,552 29,043 19,319 
Total - - 392,798 822,634 658,061 542,176 
Shell fish :-— No. No. 0. No. 
Crabs * - 47,770 59,485 108,985 11.4525 
Lobsters - - 155 012 61,605 51,399 
- 800 3. 100 73,100 
ts. Cwts. Cwts. ts. 
- - - san 8,819 6,600 
12,759 114 090 
Other shell fish - 4,627 629 10,146 
VALUE. 
Soles (Lemon Soles 1 1,670 8,070 
° - - 28,455 21,240 49,966 89,115 
Plaice, Brill 9, 09) 11; 
= 40,669 98,612 89.647 
i - q 905 80, 
5,857 6,016 8,794 8 
Skate - - 1,533 1,739 2;636 2848 
Sprats - - - 4 52 42 110 
Torsk (Tusk) - 15 46 19 48 
hiting - 3,146 2,122 6,257 4,778 
A?! other, except shell fish - 1,683 8,682 
Total 128,979 108,023 || 237,298 208,478 
Lobsters 1,758 1,320 3,107 2,672 
Other shell fish - - ° 911 998 1,567 1,641 
Total 5,007 4,105 9,164 7778 
Total value of fish landed . 128,986 107,128 246,457 210,251 


Notx.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


_ 
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4 
VIII.—FisHery Sraristics.—IRELAND. 
SratTeMeEnT of the Totat Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irisn Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February 1891, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1890. 
Two Months ended 
February February 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 
QuaNTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles - 179 401 376 597 
Turbot - - : - 120 152 205 
Total prime fish + - 235 524 528 796 
7 7,523 13,919 10,78 
Haddock 2,773 1,834 5,683 204 
Hake 403 374 6 
Herrings - - - 120 180 765 5. 
Lin ° 8,054 2,543 4,169 2,795 
Mackerel - - 1 
Whiting - >| 1794 2 
All other, except shell fish 940 5,567 10,191 
Total - 21,926 20,503 41,435 81,114 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs - 2,100 270 3,700 850 
Lobsters 3,720 5,720 7,010 7,135 
Oysters - 162,480 54,920 338,480 84,720 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell tish - - - 1,047 1,895 1,851 2,146 
VALUE. 
Soles - 742 1,648 1,495 2475 
Turbot - - 191 852 6 
Total prime fish . 933 2,000 1,988 8,123 
3,436 8,132 5,931 486 
Hake - 113 871 398 6: 
Herrings 56 214 
Li 1,229 1,087 1,704 1,464 
erel - = 25 94 
Whiting 70 784 1,624 1,927 
All a. except ‘shell fish - 1,908 2,488 3,909 4:753 
Total 10,204 11,109 19,511 18,252 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 13 8 23 4 
Lobsters - - - 147 236 272 
Oysters - 127 464 182 
Other shell fish - - 142 158 256 239 
Total - - ° 557 524 1,015 719 
Total value of fish landed 10,761 11,688 20,526 18,974 
--The ahove ficures ure subiect to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
— “* are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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[Mar. 1891. 


Return of the Numser of Bares of Corron Importep and ExporrTep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Two Months ended 28th February 
1891, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1890. 


Month of Two months ended 
February February 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. No. 
American i 419,581 293,395 823,624 691,367 
Brezilian - 11,652 18,033 40,089 34,302 
East Indian a 17,654 17,127 25,602 36,058 
Egyptian - 44,515 25,840 92,040 57,652 
Miscellaneous a 11,711 5,438 21,960 11,236 
Total - 505,113 359,833 1,003,315 830,615 
Exrorts. 
American - 14,039 29,445 32,306 48,836 
Brazilian ~ - 105 2,209 105 3,509 
Fast Indian - 17,923 14,654 32,058 35,356 
tian - - 1,639 639 3,643 1,690 
scellaneous - 2,605 1,402 4,921 2,607 
Total - 36,311 48,349 73,033 91,908 
Forwarkpep from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - 244,559 242,577 559,419 551,142 
Brazilian - - 9,497 9,563 31,830 20,887 
East Indian ° 11,269 13,321 23,231 30,743 
Egyptian - 22,527 18,319 54,981 51,613 
Miscellaneous - 13,340 8,259 27,974 22,392 
Total 301,192 292,039 697,435 676,777 


ForwakbDeEpD from InLanp Towns to Ports. 


| 
American - - - 340 176 735 360 
Brazilian - - - 26 — 29 _ | 
East Indian - on 14 20 | 
Egyptian - 156 156 11 
Miscellaneous - - 132 — 264 on 
Total - ° 662 176 1,198 3891 
| 
4 
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X.—Periopicat Returns or Imrorts AND Exports 
FoR FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 


STATEMENT of the the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned CountTriE£s in the latest Month for which Returns 
lave been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year. 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble=2s.; Franc = 9,%,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; Lire = 9,5,d. ; 
Drachme = 9,5,d.; Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


I.—Imports. 
Agzregate for Period of the 
— Value for the Month. Year, including latestMouth. 
Name of Country. | yfonth. 
1890. 1889. 1890. 1889. 


Russiain Europe Nov. - | Roubles 37,335,000 | 37,969,000 351,493,000 360,023,000 


(1891) (1890) (1891) (78¢0) 
France -| Jan. - Frs. 308,643,000 | 334,584,000 
(1.890) (1889) (1890) (7889) 
Portugal - -| Oct. «| Milreis - 3,466,000 | 8,504,000 37,535,000 84,576,000 
Dec. - Lire + 121,351,000 | 734,038,000 || 1,316,586,000 | 4,897,784,000 
Italy - . - f (1891) (1890) (1891) (1890) 
Greece - Nov. Drchms. 13,037,000 102,492,000 


United States -| Dec. +) Dollars 60,714,000 | 59,898,000 823,319,000 | 770,522,0c0- 


British India* - | Dec. Rupees 5,67,50,724 | 5,72,59,697 || 51,89,06,496 | 49,96,08,899 


IJ.—Exponrts. 


Russia inEurope -| Nov. - |Roubles 64,199,000 | 64,657,000 || 642,073,000 697,611,000 


(1891) (1890) (1891) (1890) 
France -| Jan. Frs. 201,543,000 | 238,577,000 


: (1890) (7889) (1890) 889) 
Portugal - | Oct. Milreis 2,147,000 2,330,000 18,115,000 


Dec. - | Lire + 95,464,000 | 98,805,000 875,761,000 950,646,000 
Italy (1891) (1890) (1891) (7890) 
Jan, 60,741,000 | 62,432,000 
£90) (7889) (1890) (1889) 
Greece Nov. Drchms. 7,298,000 90,597,000 
United States -| Dec. -| Dollars 98,440,000 | 96,907,000 || 857,624,000 | 27,705,000 


British India* -| Dec. -| Rupees 8,57,95,319 | 8,97,54,582 || 71,27,29,862 | 72,00,00,982 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


g.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
us Chive States 1 and British India, where the figures are “general.” “Special” means, in the 
case of —— — for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
protic aagrenate figures are Tor the financial year commencing 1st April. j 


66141. H 
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XI—Foreien or 


[Mar. 1891. 


Imports and Exports into and from British INpIA. 


Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
| Countries, Countries.* 
ino 3 Months ended Ni ine Menthe ended 
December ‘ist December 
rid 1889. 1890. 1889. 
| 
R. | R. R. R. 
L—Animale—living - 209 | | 3.0510 | 
Tl.—Articles of food and drink -j| 6,16,63,686 | 5,75,57,240 | 19,54,04,795 | 17,86,79,592 
| 
I11.—Metals and manufactures of — 
A.—Hardware and cutlery 
(including plated-ware) $5,098,649 | 78,44.476 66,240 71,208 
B.—Metals 09,66,31L |  4,45,94,553 8,45,241 8,841,887 
C.—Machinery and mill-work ,55,58,008 | 1,84,80,577 6,052 877 
| 
D—Railway plant and | 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) - 1,56,28,928 
1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics. and dyeing 
and tanning materials 1,05,09,556 91,40,300 | 9,61,19,282 | 70,82,68,577 
V.—Oils - -|  1,80,78,842 1,88;79,743 41,34,544 48,15,375 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
faccured articles 3,02,38,025 2,89,85,149 | 27,81,80,322 | 29,69,44,665 
VIl.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarnsand textile fabrics | 26,01,53,388 | 24,69,25,696 | 7,86,31,137 |  7,74,66,698 
B.—Apparel - 1,01,88,366 1,00,04 873 7,09,656 7,78,198 
C.—Other articles manu- 
fectured - 3,99,87,468 3,80,86,368 2,83,13,682 2,61,21,793 
Toran | 51,39,06,496 | 49,26,08,899 | 68,27,16,820 | 68,86,76,655 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIEs. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1891, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
‘Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C., &c. 


No. Place. | Price. 
811 | Quito - - - | id. 
812 Para - - - - - - | 4d. 
813 | Palermo - - -| 23d. 
814 Copenhagen - - - | lid. 
815 Seragevo - - - - - | 3d. 
816 | PortoRico- - 
817 Madrid~s- - - - - - 4d. 
818 Brussels - - = ad. 
819 Patras - - - - - 3d. 
821 Taganrog - - - - ld. 
822 Salonica - - - - 2d. 
823 Galveston - - - - - - - 1d. 
824 Rome - - - - -| 
825 | Paris - - : - - - - 1}d. 
826 Bushire - - - - - - 4d. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
‘the above-mentioned sources : 


| 


No. Price. 
189 Egypt.—Report on the Rice Trade in Egypt - - 4d. 
190 Sweden.—Report on the State Railways of Sweden - - 4d. 
191 Persia.—Report on the Cultivation of Olives in Northern 
Persia - - - ad. 
192 | Italy.—Report on the Octroi Duties in Italy — - -| 2d. 


193 Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Plum Trade in Bosnia 
for the Year 1890 - - 4d. 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued by the Colonial Office this year and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C. :— 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


Colony. Year, 


Jamaica - - 1888-89: 
Falkland Islands - 1889 


Basutoland = - 1889-90 
Sierra Leone : | 1889 
Fiji - 1889 
Hong Kong 1889 


St. Helena 1889 


Annvat Series. 


- Colony. 


British Honduras 
Mauritius 
British Bechuanaland 
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